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sponsors 
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mixer 

Dishon Putz of Big 
Bend Chevrolet and 
Buick (at left in 
coat) socializes 
with attorney 
Shannon Smith (at 
right) and another 
gentleman during 
the business mixer 
at Cedar Key   

Community Center on Friday night (Jan. 24). 
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© Jan. 25, 2020 at 3:09 p.m. 
     CEDAR KEY – Big Bend Chevrolet and Buick of Chiefland invited business owners 
in the area to a mixer event held at the Cedar Key Community Center on Friday night 
(Jan. 24). 
 

Legendary musicians 
Goose Goodrich (left) and 
Kerry Gordon, who on 
this evening were calling 
their duet ‘The G-Spot,’ 
performed music during 
the dinner and business 
mixer hosted by Big Bend 
Chevrolet and Buick. To 
see an amazing story, and 
to listen and watch a 
video from one of the 
performances at the 27th 
Annual Bash at the Dixie 
Music Center by Kerry 
Gordon and others, click 
HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/10-7-18-hardisonink-com-dixie-music-celebrates-27th-annual-bash.pdf


HardisonInk.com 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison 
 

 
Representing the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce as guests at the event 
were Carol West (left) and Debbie DeWeese. Both ladies are among the very 
strong Chamber that is striving to increase business in Dixie County. 
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Some of the many people socializing and dining are seen in this action shot 
from the fun event for business interests in the area. 
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     Several people attended the business mixer, and almost everyone left with significant 
door prizes – including three, 50-inch televisions, an incredible two-burner propane 
outdoor grill, a deep fryer, Ugly Stick fishing poles and reels, fishing nets, fishing tackle 
bags, coolers on wheels and much more. 
     There was also a 50-50 raffle, where people won either 50, 30 or 20 percent of the 
money spent on raffle tickets for that drawing. Big Bend also had $20 tickets available 
for sale for its truck that is to be won by a raffle, where those funds go to help the Annual 
Suwannee River Fair (SRF) Youth Livestock Show and Sale. The drawing for the truck is 
expected to happen next month. 
     That truck raffle last year brought in more than $40,000 for the SRF. 
     Barbecued chicken, pulled pork and many side dishes, as well as drinks provided 
participants with a meal and drinks at the business event, which focused on socializing 
and networking with others involved in the community. 
     Not only were entrepreneurs there, but a couple of elected county constitutional 
officers attended, including Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker and 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeffery R. “Jeff” Edison. Norm Scoggins, a 
previous owner of the Big Bend vehicle sales site, was among the many other people 
present as well. 
     HardisonInk.com owner Jeff M. Hardison had the option to go home with one of the 
three 50-inch, because he was the second ticketholder to have a number drawn. 
Hardison later gave an exclusive interview to HardisonInk.com about why he chose 
against selecting the TV as his prize. 
     “I could have had one of those three, 50-inch TVs,” Hardison said. “Perhaps, I should 
have chosen that, especially since my birthday is today (Saturday, Jan. 25). However, I 
picked the big propane-powered grill. That TV is too big for our (Sharon Hardison’s and 
my) house, in my opinion. Sharon has talked about getting one of those giant TVs, but 
that is not for me.” 
 

Jeff M. Hardison 
carries the big, heavy 
grill to the table he 
was at in the Cedar 
Key Community 
Center on Friday 
night. In the 
foreground of this 
photo is Don Etneir, a 
veteran of the 
Vietnam war and 
owner of Breezy Acres 
RV Park. Hardison 
posed relatively well 
for this photo, despite 
the grill being 
relatively heavy. 
Photo by C.L. Watson 
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Jeff M. 
Hardison (left) 
and Snuffy 
Smith, a local 
attorney, are 
among many 
winners of 
fishing rods and 
reels. Smith 
also won part of 
the 50-50 raffle 
cash. 
Photo by C.L. 
Watson 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Jeff M. Hardison poses for 
a selfie with Charlene 
Watson. 
Photo by C.L. Watson 
 
     Hardison walked out of the 
building with a different prize 
than the big grill, though. 
     “A very fine gentleman asked 
me immediately after the event 
if I wanted to trade a rod and 
reel for the grill,” Hardison 
said. “It’s like he was a mind-
reader, because that grill was 
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very heavy. So, I asked him if he would advertise with HardisonInk.com, and he 
affirmed that he would do that. So, I gave him the grill for the fishing rod and reel.” 
     Big Bend Chevrolet was also giving away free hats and gloves to anyone who wanted 
them. 
     Stoney Smith, a significant business owner in the area, was among the many people 
at the get-together, too. He recently bought a Chevrolet pickup truck from Big Bend, he 
said. 
     A bee rancher and HardisonInk.com correspondent was at the mixer as well. 
     Charlene Watson has been a bee farmer for a year now. She recently harvested 100 
pounds of honey from her beehives. Hardison bought one pound of the wildflower 
honey for $12. 
     “Charlene let me sample the honey,” he said. “I was very happy with the purchase. 
Charlene’s bees make great honey.” 
     At the conclusion of the event, Dishon Putz, speaking on behalf of Big Bend Chevrolet 
and Buick, thanked everyone for coming to the mixer. He intimated that the company 
plans to host other events in the community in the future. 

 


