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MLK Day celebrated in Chiefland 
 

 
The parade begins, launching from the Chiefland High School parking lot. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The Martin Luther King Day Parade started a few minutes after 10 
a.m. Monday (Jan. 20) in Chiefland. 

 
 

 

A young 
parade 
marcher in 
Chiefland 
wears a shirt 
from the event 
that happened 
a few days 
earlier on 
Saturday in 
Williston. This 
set of 
marchers 
endorse 
people 
registering to 
vote, and then 
voting. 
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Here, a couple of parade participants remind people to earn money by 
working for the United States Census. 
 

 

 

 
The Levy County Democrats urge people to – Register, Engage, Vote. 
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Michele Langford shows her intent to run for Levy County Tax Collector. 
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Shelton Bowers and another racecar driver participate in the parade. 

 

     This marked the second year for the parade, and it last about 11 minutes. Marchers 
braved the 42-degree Fahrenheit temperature as they paraded to celebrate the life and 
soul of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a leader in the 1960s movement for 
improved civil rights in America. 
     Among the many brave souls marching down Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) on MLK 
Day in Chiefland were Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones, Pastor Lance Hayes of Chiefland, 
Pastor Johnnie Jones III of Gainesville, Jerry Lawrence of Cedar Key, a probable 
candidate for Levy County Superintendent of Schools, and Michele Langford a probable 
candidate for Levy County Tax Collector was in the parade. 
     Also participating were the Levy County Democrats, St. Johns Missionary Baptist 
Church of Chiefland, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church of Chiefland, race car driver 
Shelton Bowers of Chiefland and another racecar driver. 
     A Hearse and other motorized units from D. Williams Mortuary Funeral Service and 
Cemetery of Gainesville. 
     Unlike last year, the First United Methodist Church of Chiefland did not have any 
units in the parade. 
     Meanwhile, back at providing backup support for Monday’s parade, seven vehicular 
units of the voluntary Levy County Sheriff’s Office’s Citizens On Patrol helped block 
some of the roads leading into Main Street. Members of the Chiefland Police 
Department redirected traffic around the stretch of U.S. 19 from Chiefland High School 
down to the park. 
     There were CPD units as well as LCSO deputies who assisted with traffic control for 
the parade. 
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Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones and Pastor Johnnie Jones III of Gainesville 
are seen in the park on Saturday. Pastor Lance Hayes and other clergy 
leaders were among the crowd at the event too. 
 

 
Herbert Lee pours oil in a deep fryer as he and fellow-cook Xavier Macon 
start preparing the free food. 
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Herbert Lee and fellow-cook Xavier Macon barbecue hotdogs and 
hamburgers. At least one other cook joined the effort during the day of fun 
in the park on Saturday. 

 

     Chiefland Mayor Jones was among the speakers at Trail Head Park, where the parade 
ended, and where there were free hotdogs and hamburgers. 
     Before his speech, Mayor Jones told HardisonInk.com that he is proud to see this 
festival event having come to fruition again this year in downtown Chiefland. This 
celebration, he said, provides an opportunity for young people to see and hear about 
how the Rev. Dr. King lived. 
     Likewise, Mayor Jones said, this is an occasion where people who were alive during 
the time when the United States’ progress toward better Civil Rights improved, can 
celebrate that accomplishment leading to today’s freedom. And, Jones continued, this is 
a time for people to share cultural history with one another. 
     He was especially pleased to see young people taking their day out from school to 
learn more about the late Dr. King. 
     At about the same time as this event in Levy County, residents and visitors in Cross 
City enjoyed another significant parade and event for the 17th consecutive year there. 
Dixie County’s history shows the celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. there goes back 
to the 1970s. 
     Dixie County has long been the place that set the bar in the Tri-County Area in regard 
to celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The event in Williston, held Saturday, 
included a parade and a get-together at a park in that city. 
     Pastor Jones said there have been motions to combine all of the celebrations for Levy 
County in honor of Dr. King, but each community has its own interests. Beyond that, the 
logistics for coordinating even between Chiefland and Williston, for instance, appears to 
be too daunting. 


