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Rosewood 
Massacre is 
memorialized; 

State representative 
and circuit court judge 
join in recognition; 

 

There was another bit of history 
shared Wednesday afternoon in 
Rosewood. Visitor George 
McIvory, 94, of Jacksonville was 
recognized. McIvory is among 
the first black members of the 
United States Marine Corps in 
American history. He served 
during World War II and 
beyond from 1943 to 1949. In 
November of 2012, President 
Barack Obama approved the Act 
that had been passed the year 
before by the United States 
House of Representatives and 
the United States Senate, that voted unanimously to give the Congressional 
Gold Medal to Montford Point Marines for their sacrifice to preserve 
freedom in the United States of America. McIvory was among those 
Marines. The Marine Corps was the last branch of the military to be 
integrated. When the first African-Americans enlisted in 1942 the corps 
built a separate training facility beside Camp Lejeune. While white Marines 
trained at Parris Island or San Diego, black men were sent to Montford 
Point. Roughly 20,000 black Marines passed through the camp until it 
closed in 1949. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 2, 2020 at 7:09 p.m. 
Updated Jan. 3, 2020 at 5:29 p.m. 
     ROSEWOOD -- Between 50 and 100 people spent a couple of hours Wednesday 
(Jan. 1) standing near a marker to memorialize the death of five black people almost a 
decade ago. 
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The Christmas Tree of Rosewood is seen here. It is near the Rosewood 
Historic Marker on State Road 24 in Levy County. This is how it was 
decorated before the start of the event on Rosewood Day 2020 (Wednesday 
afternoon, Jan. 1). Five angels were later added. 
 

 
This short-term wishing well was merely present at the marker on 
Rosewood Day. 
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Inside were blank pieces of paper for 
people to write their thoughts, hopes 
and wishes. It was removed after the 
ceremonies there that day. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Gussie 
Boatwright 
(left), the 
chair of the 
Levy County 
Democratic 
Executive 
Committee, 
stands with 
Lizzie R. 
Jenkins, the 
founder and 
president of 
the Real 
Rosewood 
Foundation 
Inc. on 
Wednesday 
(Rosewood 
Day, Jan. 1). 
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Lizzie Jenkins starts the program. 
 

 
People listen to the song Another Day's Journey by LaShun Pace. 
 
 
 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
 

Lizzie Jenkins  
holds one of  
the five angels  
left on the  
Rosewood  
Christmas tree. 
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A candle is lit to 
honor one of the five 
black people killed in 
the Rosewood 
Massacre. 
 

     The people gathered 
next to the Rosewood 
Historic Marker on State 
Road 24 in Levy County. 
They listened to various 
speakers with Lizzie R. 
Jenkins of Archer 
(Alachua County) 
guiding the program. 
They held lit candles. 
They prayed. 
     There was not one 
single elected official 
from Levy County 
government present, 
although the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit saw an 
active participant as did 
the 20th District of the 
Florida House of 
Representatives. 
     That marker was placed there in 2004 when Florida Gov. Jeb Bush joined with 
Jenkins and others to unveil it. Since then, vandals have destroyed or removed the 
historic memorial marker, but the Real Rosewood Foundation Inc. and the Office of the 
Florida Secretary of State have replaced it. 
     A state representative and a circuit court judge contributed to the event heralded as 
the first Rosewood Day, although four previous annual events for peace and healing 
have occurred at about the same location since 2015, according to what Jenkins shared 
at the site. 
     The 81-year-old Jenkins, a lifelong resident of Archer, said her mother Theresa 
Brown Robinson asked her to help preserve the accurate history of what happened in 
Rosewood 97 years ago. 
     That is what led Jenkins to create the Real Rosewood Foundation in 2003. The 
foundation as formed to develop a timeline, expand the search, find lost survivors, 
locate descendants (black and white), and invite cultural participation to preserve this 
part of Levy County history. 
     Jenkins intends to publish a book titled ROSEWOOD: Shared History, and she plans 
to have it published in 2020, she told HardisonInk.com. 
     Jenkins said there are various versions of what happened in Rosewood back then, but 
she has conducted research that includes interviewing families of the five black people 
killed during that first week of 1923 in Levy County. 



HardisonInk.com 
     The History Channel notes in part that on Jan. 1, 1923, in Sumner (which is close to 
Rosewood), 22-year-old Fannie Taylor was heard screaming by a neighbor. 
     “The neighbor found Taylor covered in bruises and claiming a black man had entered 
the house and assaulted her,” the History Channel notes. “The incident was reported to 
(Levy County) Sheriff Robert Elias Walker, with Taylor specifying that she had not been 
raped.” 
     That account of what happened noted Fannie Taylor’s husband James Taylor, a 
foreman at the local mill, “escalated the situation by gathering an angry mob of white 
citizens to hunt down the culprit. He also called for help from whites in neighboring 
counties, among them a group of about 500 Ku Klux Klan members who were in 
Gainesville for a rally. The white mobs prowled the area woods searching for any black 
man they might find.” 
     While Jenkins said the movie created by John Singleton’s 1997 film, Rosewood, 
which dramatized the events, accounts for the people being at the event on Wednesday 
afternoon. 
     “It was in 1982 when Gary Moore, a journalist for the St. Petersburg Times, 
resurrected the history of Rosewood through a series of articles that gained national 
attention.” 
     Survivors of the massacre, at that point all in their 80s and 90s, came forward, led by 
Rosewood descendant Arnett Doctor, and demanded restitution from Florida, according 
to The History Channel. 
     A bill passed in the Florida Legislature awarding $2 million and created an 
educational fund for descendants. The bill also called for an investigation into the 
matter to clarify the events, which Moore took part in. 
     During the candle-lighting ceremony and proclamation Wednesday, one candle was 
lit for each of the five black people killed in the massacre. And an angel figure was 
uncovered by each of five handkerchiefs recovered from Jenkins’ late aunt’s home in 
Rosewood. 
     Jenkins said she has spent 27 years conducting research on Rosewood. The 
foundation hopes to open a museum in Archer. 
     The five black people who Jenkins confirmed were killed in the Rosewood Massacre 
are Sarah Carter, Samuel Carter, James Carrier, Lexie Gordon and Mincy Williams. 
     Two white men, C.P. "Poly" Wilkerson and Henry Andrews, were confirmed by other 
sources as having been killed when they tried to attack some people in a house. 
     As she opened the program, President Jenkins thanked everyone for attending on 
New Year’s Day. She wants the history of this place from that time to be preserved in a 
true, honest and sacred manner. 
     Ayesha Solomon, a candidate for Alachua County Property Appraiser in the 2020 
election, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     The Rev. Dr. Willie E. Caison Sr. provided a unity prayer to begin the services. The 
song Another Day’s Journey was played for all to hear. 
     Jenkins sang solo one of the 14 verses of the Rosewood Signature Song. Her mother 
wrote the song. As noted earlier, her mother survived the massacre and her aunt was 
among the five black people who were killed. 
     In that first verse of the song, the lyrics told of men, women and children being 
rescued by white people who cared about their wellbeing, and transported them to the 
City of Archer by train under the darkness of night. 
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     Over the years, Jenkins said she has heard from white people who told her quietly 
that they had relatives who helped in that effort to save the black people of Rosewood. 
She calls them the “unsung heroes.” 
     Meanwhile, though, she said this is part of history. And that is something that should 
help unite people – bring them together. And so, it does not seem to make sense to want 
to keep that quiet, she said. Let this history bring people together now. 
     When Jenkins unveiled the Rosewood Angels, she explained that she had covered 
them with handkerchiefs preserved from her aunt’s home, which were saved from her 
late aunt’s home by the then-sheriff of Levy County. 
     The angels were placed on a palm tree with other decorations. Jenkins said this was 
the first “Christmas tree” for the public to see in Rosewood since the last Christmas 
event 96 years ago. 
     She does not know how long the Christmas decorations will last on that palm tree. 
     Jenkins said she wants people to help move the history of the future in the right 
direction by trying to eradicate racial prejudice. 
     “I try very hard every day to respect people,” Jenkins said. “I may not like them, but I 
respect them. That is all I ask of you, is to respect each other, and work together to move 
forward.” 
FIVE VICTIMS 
     The five victims each had a person read about them, as another person lit the candle 
in their honor and held the angel that is to represent them on the Rosewood Christmas 
Tree. All of this information is from what Jenkins uncovered in her decades of research 
about Rosewood. 
     * Sarah Carrier - Gussie Boatwright read the script and the candle-lighter was 
Deandra Caison. 
     “I am Sarah Robinson Carrier, the matriarch of the Rosewood community. I loved 
Rosewood and worked hard to keep order in our community. I was happily married to 
Hayward Carrier and Sylvester Carrier was my gun-toting son. He hated Poly Wilkinson 
and Henry Andrews who worked at Sumner sawmill and they hated him as much. 
     “There was always friction and I was forever trying to keep my son balanced. When 
the occurrence occurred my husband out of town. The KKK boys on Day one sent 
Sylvester a message, ‘We are coming to Rosewood to kick your ass.’ 
     “So, Sylvester prepared his Levy County boys and cousins, ordering them to come to 
Rosewood for the showdown. They followed his orders and the mob was met head on 
with gunfire at the call of duty by Sylvester, otherwise none of Rosewood would have 
escaped. When Poly Wilkinson kicked opened the door to my home, I was shot and died 
instantly.” 
     * Samuel Carter. The script to honor Samuel Carter was read by Dr. Jacob Gordon 
and the candle lighter for that was Dr. Barbara Gordon. 
     "I am Samuel Carter. I was a member of Rosewood Masonic Lodge # 148, a choir 
member and a quartet singer. I was happily married to Ida Williams Carter and living a 
good life for a 28-year-old man. 
     "We didn't have children, but lots of family and friends. I made a deadly mistake by 
helping Fannie Taylor’s lover escape to Gulf Hammock where he lived with his wife and 
family. I knew the mob was looking for me. I was in hiding but they mob found me, shot 
me and hung me in a tree to be an example for other negroes to see." 
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     * James Carrier. The reader for the script was George Gillis and Hazel Gillis lit the 
candle in honor of this victim. 
     "I am James Carrier and was married to Emma Carrier, the father of seven children, 
however my son Aaron Carrier was accused of assaulting Fannie Taylor. I had suffered 
two strokes and lost my sawmill job. Because I was caring for my children and 
grandchildren, I had to work to feed them, therefore I hunted wild animals and sold 
they to the Cedar Key tourists that visited Rosewood. 
     "I was now walking with a limp as the result of two strokes. I had gone on a hunting 
trip and the KKK caught returning home. They approached me anger in their hearts 
questioning me over and over about what happened to Fannie Taylor. 
     "I knew nothing and was warned I would be killed if I didn’t tell them where I was the 
night before. Hunting I said with animals in my back sack for proof. They were not 
looking for proof. They were laughing and celebrating and shot me in the back, head and 
stomach." 
     * Lexie Gordon – the reader for this script was Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge 
Gloria Walker and the candle-lighter was Greg Little 
     “Lexie Gordon -- I am Lexie Gordon, mother of five children and Rosewood is my 
home. We owned property in Rosewood. My husband died and I became ill. The 
community folks helped me raised my children donating eggs and vegetables from their 
garden. We were a community of helping hands. If one had, we all had. None of us was 
rich, but we lived together as happy villagers. 
     “When the influx of KKK came to Sumner, I was aware and thought they would stay 
in Sumner; therefore, I felt safe in my own home but sent my children to Aunt Sarah 
Carrier’s home. When I heard the roaring of jalopies coming in my direction, I pulled 
myself up in bed and decided to make a run for it as the barking dogs came closer to 
Rosewood. 
     “I didn’t feel well on the January 1, 1923. I heard the mob was coming but didn’t 
realize the size of the mob. I sent my children to Aunt Sarah Carrier’s house for 
protection and I thought I would survive by staying hidden in my house, but when I 
tried to make a run for it at the last minute, I was shot in the back.” 
     * Mincy Williams (of Meredith). Meredith was a community like Rosewood, 
Jenkins said, and it was between where Bronson and Archer are today. 
     Williams died because he was nosey. Jenkins said. He saw the mob and traffic going 
toward Rosewood, and he wanted to find out what was going on. “He was shot and 
killed,” Jenkins said, “because he was minding other folks’ business.” 
     The Mincy Williams script was read by Pedro Jermaine and the candle lighter was 
Rodney Long. 
     “I am Mincy Williams, but they called me Mingo. I lived and worked at the sawmill in 
Meredith, Florida, which is in Levy County. The sawmill was adjacent to the dirt road to 
Rosewood. 
     “On January 1, 1923, in the early morning, I heard and saw cars traveling towards 
Bronson, so I went to the roadside and white men dressed in their KKK outfits. They 
saw me, stopped and called me to the roadside. Asked me questions and shot me.” 
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 PROCLAMATION 

 
Natron Curtis, senior executive district secretary for Florida State Rep. 
Clovis Watson Jr. (D-Alachua, Dist. 20) stands and holds 'A Tribute' to 
Rosewood Day, which was written by Rep. Watson to proclaim Jan. 1 as 
Rosewood Day. Standing beside him is Lizzie Jenkins. 
 
     Natron Curtis, the district secretary for Florida State Rep. Clovis Watson Jr. (D-City 
of Alachua, Dist. 20), read “A Tribute” to Rosewood Day, which was in the form of a 
proclamation. 
     Curtis apologized for Rep. Watson not being present himself before the senior 
executive district secretary read the tribute so that no person had difficulty hearing the 
words. 
     There was occasional background traffic noise during the program, and the small 
battery-powered bullhorn was not the most effective public address system. 
     As for Watson, he is a Democratic member of the Florida House of Representatives, 
representing the 20th District, which includes eastern Alachua County and 
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northwestern Marion County and stretches from Gainesville to Ocala, where Watson has 
served since 2012 and was subsequently reelected. 
     In the tribute, Rep. Watson notes Rosewood was founded in 1855 as the result of 
African-Americans moving there from South Carolina. These enslaved people brought 
skills and boldness with them, the state representative noted and his senior executive 
district secretary read. 
     Those residents of Rosewood had dreamed of living a peaceful and productive life, 
Curtis said as he read Rep. Watson’s tribute to Rosewood Day. 
     In the first week of 1923, Rosewood was forever changed when a vicious mob 
descended upon the time and killed five people. They burglarized homes and burnt it to 
the ground, the tribute noted. 
     On May 4, 1994 Florida Gov. Lawton Chiles signed a $2.1 million check to right the 
atrocious wrong, Curtis said, as compensation for survivors, and descendants of the 
Rosewood residents, for mental anguish and loss of property, and to establish a state 
university scholarship in a fund for the Rosewood descendants. 
     In May of 2004, Gov. Jeb Bush dedicated the historical marker, where the people met 
on Wednesday (Jan. 1). This marker was placed to memorialize the remembrance of the 
violent acts of 1923, Rep. Watson noted in his tribute. 
     “The descendants of Rosewood are to be commended for their tenacity,” Rep. Watson 
noted, “in maintaining their ancestors’ legacy, and that January First is recognized as 
‘Rosewood Day’.” 
 

GAVEL BY JUDGE WALKER 

 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Gloria R. Walker (left) presents the 
plaque and gavel to Lizzie Jenkins. 
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Judge Walker and President Jenkins stand together with the gavel plaque. 
Jenkins said this will be among the first items placed in the Rosewood 
Museum when it is built in Archer. 
 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Gloria R. Walker was elected in the November 
2018 general election with more than 56.1 percent of the total vote. She officially took 
her position Jan. 8, 2019. 
     She made history by being elected. 
     One year later, on Wednesday, she was presenting a gavel mounted on a plague and 
noted on the plaque to be “Dedicated To The Families of Rosewood.” 
     The plaque notes it is from Circuit Court Judge Walker, “The First Female of Color in 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Since 1903.” 
     This circuit was established in 1903. Florida became a part of the United States of 
America On March 3, 1845. 
     Circuit Court Judge Walker said she is honored to be able to make the presentation. 
Her promise to listeners is to always work hard, remain impartial and to do justice for 
the people of Florida. The Eighth Judicial Circuit includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, 
Gilchrist, Levy, and Union counties. 
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NEWBERRY MAYOR AND THE NEWBERRY SIX 

     Newberry Mayor Jordan Marlowe came to the event with his wife and children. 
     He mentioned that Newberry had its own story of terror and horror in regard to racial 
violence. Six black men and women were lynched by a mob 103 years ago, on Aug. 18, 
1916. 
     Marlowe spoke about a national initiative for equality and justice. He mentioned The 
Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration, which is situated on a site in 
Montgomery, Alabama, where enslaved people were once warehoused. 
     Among his projects is taking soil from Rosewood and similar areas and presenting it 
in remembrance of people slain unjustly. 
     Marlowe said Alachua County has more than 40 confirmed lynchings in its history. 
     Lynching is a premeditated extrajudicial killing by a group. It is most often used to 
characterize informal public executions by a mob in order to punish an alleged 
transgressor, convicted transgressor, or to intimidate a group. 
 

SPEECH BY BRANDON PETERS 

     The fifth annual event at the Rosewood Historical Marker to be held for peace and 
unity, and the first proclaimed Rosewood Day, included many speakers, and plenty of 
historic remembrance of events in the area’s distant past and relatively near present. 
     Brandon Peters has become the first director from the Florida Democratic Party for 
its year-round “voter protection program.” 
     In 2018, Peters ran as a Democrat in the race for Florida’s 2nd Congressional District 
to be a member of the United States House of Representatives. 
     Peters was narrowly defeated in the 2018 primary by Bob Rackleff, who went on to 
lose in the general election by nearly 35 points. Peters has been a practicing attorney for 
decades and has worked as an adjunct professor at Florida A&M University College of 
Law. 
     A resident of Levy County in the Williston area, Peters works for the FDP at an office 
in another county. the Florida Democratic Party's Voter Protection Department covers 
all 67 counties, Peters said. 
     During his short speech as part of the “open mic” part of the program Wednesday, 
Peters said the Democrats in Florida want to be certain that all people who are eligible 
to vote are allowed to vote. 
     He added that people who want environmental justice, need to vote for a candidate 
who can support environmental justice. 
     People who want social justice, need to vote for a candidate who can support social 
justice, he added. people who want legal justice, need to vote for a candidate who can 
support legal justice. And Peters, in his urging voters to learn about candidates, said 
people who want economic justice, need to vote for a candidate who can support 
economic justice. 
     Rosewood Day 2020 included weather there that was clear, a little breezy and in the 
upper 60-degree Fahrenheit range. People who attended may have felt moved by the 
sharing of so much information. After the candle-lighting ceremony, Jenkins invited 
people to take their candles home, write “Rosewood” on them and keep them as 
souvenirs. 
     Before the ceremony, Jenkins shared with all people present today that she knows 
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they did not have anything to do with racially motivated killing from decades ago. Her 
hope, though, is for movement into the future where people remove racism from their 
hearts. 
     As for remembering Rosewood, Jenkins, like so many other historians, says that to 
forget what happened in the past is an invitation for it to be able to happen again. 


