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Voter University starts in Levy County 

 

 

 

 

 
Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
Tammy Jones 
prepares to 
conduct her 
first Voter 
University 
session on 
Wednesday 
(Jan. 15). 
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     BRONSON – Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones conducted two 
sessions of the first-ever Voter University in Levy County on Wednesday (Jan. 15) 
morning, afternoon and evening. 
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Nine of the first 12 people attending the first-ever Voter University are seen 
on Wednesday morning (Jan. 15) just before the start of the session. There 
was another Voter University session in the evening on Wednesday to 
accommodate people who work during the day. 
 
     These classes, which were held at the Levy County Supervisor of Elections facility in 
Bronson, were free and open to the public. 
     Supervisor of Elections Jones is the 2019-2020 president of the Florida State 
Association of Supervisors of Elections. Her presidency in the association is for a one-
year term that ends in the second week of May. 
     During her one-year term as FSASE president, Jones said she learned a lot by 
working with the other 66 supervisors of elections in Florida. She is happy that all 67 
counties have supervisors of elections who joined the association. 
     As president of the FSASE, there is only one term for one year possible per 
supervisor. Even though she is precluded by bylaws from holding that esteemed office 
again, Jones said she would not want that responsibility again for another year if that 
was an option. 
     This is a worthy duty, she intimated, however the responsibilities of the president of 
the association are demanding. 
     As the current leader and then as a member in the association in the future after May, 
Jones said she is happy to work together with the other supervisors, attend training and 
helping one another improve in their profession. 
     Jones’ passion for free and fair elections in Florida is self-evident by her continuous 
efforts to inform and educate the people about their right to vote. She is a cheerleader 
for American freedom and for the members of the American military service who 
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sacrifice each day to help keep all Americans free at home and abroad. 
     As for her duties as the supervisor of elections in Levy County, she has conducted 
several Candidate University sessions over the years. That action, like the Voter 
University, is beyond the normal call of duty. Jones sets the bar high for service to the 
people as the county’s supervisor of elections in Levy County. 
     This venture on Wednesday promises to spring off to potential future sessions to help 
people before the primary election and (hopefully) before the general election on Nov. 3, 
Jones indicated in her introduction to the session on Wednesday. 
     The Presidential Preference Primary is March 17. The primary for local candidates is 
on Aug. 18. 
     At the very first-ever Voter University in Levy County, Supervisor of Elections Jones 
introduced herself, shared some of her qualifications and history, and she provided 
listeners with a wealth of information. 
     As she opened the program, Jones let listeners know she was presenting the 
information for them. She welcomed questions from anyone who want to ask. At the 
first session, she thanked the group of about a dozen people for attending. 
     Jones has completed national certification to earn the distinction of being a Certified 
Elections Registration Administrator. She is also a Certified Florida Elections 
Professional. 
     With 25 years of experience in the Supervisor of Elections Office, where she started 
when she was 21 years old, Jones has seen the progress in the process and machinery 
over the past two and a half decades. 
     Jones was first elected as Levy County Supervisor of Elections in 2012 and was 
reelected in 2016. 
     During the first session Wednesday, she introduced Levy County Assistant Supervisor 
of Elections Jordan Lindsey as the person who is responsible for the PowerPoint 
presentation of the day. Jones said she considers Lindsey to be vital to the office, as she 
serves as Jones’ top office staff member. 
     Crystal Lara was introduced as the newest staff member, who began her job as 
information specialist in October of 2018. Lara speaks Spanish fluently and she helps 
people who need that assistance verbally. 
     As those three members of this hard-working team were conducting Voter University, 
Carole Weins answered calls and helped people in the front office. 
     Before the start of the first class, Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones said she 
needs Spanish-speaking poll workers at the voting locations in Cedar Key, Gulf 
Hammock and Inglis. These workers need not live in those voting districts and Jones 
said she will pay a Spanish-speaker for travel if needed. 
     Providing improved bilingual facilities for voters in Florida is mandatory now. 
     Jones began with speaking about the act of registering to vote. 
     Before anyone can vote in Florida, she said, the person must register. A person can 
register in person or online. There is an application form that must be completed. 
     People can register at the office in Bronson. Also, for the individuals who are 
obtaining or renewing their Florida driver license or ID card, they can update their 
registration to vote there. Jones and her staff also show up at public events to allow 
people to register there. 
     Online voter registration connects through the driver license office, which is the 
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, located in the Levy County 
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Tax Collector’s Office. Jones said the FSASE successfully lobbied to help make online 
voter registration a reality. 
     In regard to the Presidential Preference Primary schedule for March 17 from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m., Jones reminded listeners that the only people who can vote in that primary are 
Democrats and Republicans. All other parties, and non-party voters, are ineligible to 
vote in that primary. 
     As for the primary on Aug. 18, people will see either a ballot as a Republican or as a 
Democrat or other. 
     The only non-partisan offices are for School Board or to be elected as a judge, Jones 
said. Those non-partisan candidates are listed on all ballots in the primary. 
     There can be an occasion where the primary will be the point where the election is 
decided. 
     For instance, if two or more candidate ran for Sheriff, or for any other constitutional 
office in the county, and they were all either Republicans or Democrats, then those 
candidates’ names would appear on both sets of ballots. 
     And the election would be decided during the primary election. 
     If there were two Republicans and one Democrat running for an office, then the 
Republican primary would decide who moves on for the General Election on Nov. 3 to 
face the Democrat. 
     Among the first aspects of voting that Jones covered in the first half-hour of the first 
session on the first day was certain convicted felons now being allowed to vote. 
     Felons in prison or still serving parole sentences are not eligible to vote until they 
complete the terms of their active sentence. 
     Any person convicted of a felony that was not murder or sexual in nature has his or 
her right to vote restored, after they have completed their sentence, according to Florida 
law today. 
     There is some court action to reduce that Florida Constitutional right, which the 
majority of voters approved to make it into law. 
     Jones said it is important for those convicted felons who are eligible to vote, to know 
that they are not automatically re-added to the voter rolls. They must re-register to vote, 
she said. Likewise, they must register in time for certain elections. For instance, the 
deadline for anyone to register or change parties for the Presidential Preference Primary 
is Feb. 18 for the March 17 primary election. 
     Another important aspect about the recent amendment to the Florida Constitution, 
she said, is that convicted felons cannot seek office even if they can vote – until and 
unless they go through the old-fashioned clemency process. 
     This first Voter University happened with sessions from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Jan. 15. Jones made two sessions so that people who work during the 
day could attend the second one, if their boss would not let them off to attend the first 
during the day. 
     Anyone with any questions about voting in Levy County, will want to visit the very 
helpful website at https://www.votelevy.com/. 
     Another method to find answers is to call the Levy County Supervisor of Elections 
office at 352-486-5163 on Mondays through Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
     Another way to seek information is to visit a site where there is a form to submit 
questions. It can be reached by clicking HERE. 

https://www.votelevy.com/
https://www.votelevy.com/Contact-Us

