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     DAYTONA BEACH – Jeff M. Hardison, the founder, sole proprietor and publisher 
of HardisonInk.com was recently interviewed by Florida Virtual Entrepreneur Center 
(FLVEC) Program Manager Chris Steffen. 
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     Steffen’s story is published at https://flvec.com/jeff-hardison. 
     FLVEC is powered by The Corridor, a regional economic development initiative of the 
University of Central Florida, the University of South Florida and the University of 
Florida. 
     As noted by USF, “Over the past 20 years, USF has transitioned into a major research 
institution and was designated a ‘Preeminent State Research University’ by the Florida 
Board of Governors in June of 2018, one of only three in the state. Today, USF is one of 
56 public research universities nationwide classified as both a Doctoral University with 
‘Highest Research Activity’ and as a ‘Community Engaged’ institution by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching.”  
     Click HERE to read more about The Corridor. 
     “I think this young man did a relatively good job in writing a story after interviewing 
me,” Hardison said. “This endeavor, partially underwritten by the Nature Coast 
Business Development Council, helps strengthen Levy County’s and Florida’s spirit for 
enterprisers in my opinion.” 
     The multiple award-winning journalist said he is thankful to God for all things, 
including the gifts of life, liberty and the placement in the whole space-time continuum 
to experience all that he has experienced. 
     “Really, there is enough material from the ‘Life of Jeff’ to create a series of books,” 
Hardison said. “I’m guessing I could write them. I’m no Carl Hiaasen, though, and while 
there are a zillion interesting behind-the-scenes stories, not all of them can be told. Not 
every aspect of all of my adventures should be told; and some will never see the light of 
publication or of utterance. 

https://flvec.com/jeff-hardison
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/rf/usf-connect/funding-available/index.aspx
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     “Beyond all that secret squirrel stuff,” Hardison said, “I feel like I can help the most 
people by providing a daily news website that is starting its tenth year on Feb. 1. 
Meanwhile, this young man who wrote a story about me did a good job.” 
     The publisher said he thinks continuing as the owner of HardisonInk.com is the best 
management practice for his business of providing the public with information, and 
helping to educate and entertain them. 
     “As for me,” the businessman said, “my current expansion model is simply to let more 
interests advertise with me so that I can help their ventures in life. As for the Nature 
Coast Business Development Council, I think Executive Director David Pieklik has 
found an excellent set of people to volunteer as its board of directors. Likewise, Pieklik is 
carrying forward work that was established by wonderful Levy County people from the 
past. 
     “The current NCBDC is an evolution from an organization I saw that had been 
formed even before my feet crossed the first threshold in Levy County as a resident here 
14 years ago,” Hardison said. “In regard to the article about me published by the FLVEC, 
there is a message I hope investors see. When going forth with enterprises, let the 
results of helping other humans outweigh the results of simple increased personal 
revenue. 
     “I told Steffen a story about me in a public speaking class at St. Petersburg Jr. College 
in the 1970s,” Hardison said. “Our professor favored greed over altruism. He had us 
students form two groups to conduct research for a debate. I led the altruism group. We 
won, despite his predilection for selfishness rather than a practice of disinterested and 
selfless concern for the wellbeing of others.” 
     Taking the message one step beyond that, Hardison said he knows love is the better 
choice over hate. 
     “I do have a million sayings,” Hardison added. “Some are hyperbole, like that one 
about having a million sayings. Some are funny, but based on safety. For instance, if I 
am driving a car at the posted speed limit on a two-lane road in the fog, and you go to 
pass me as I notice oncoming traffic, I might say under my breath ‘Don’t splatter your 
blood on my car.’ Certainly, some other folks might yell expletives and create a hand 
gesture that is relatively offensive from my perspective. Oh well, go figure. Onward 
through the fog.” 


