
HardisonInk.com 
GED grad set to start CF 

 
Three of the four GED graduates who earned honors in the most recent 
graduating class from the College of Central Florida’s Levy County campus 
are seen here. Standing at left is Shelby Eastman, the keynote speaker for 
the event Thursday night. Standing on the right is Roselyn Pelaez and in the 
front is Emilee Loy. Honor Graduate Rosalee Brown did not attend the 
ceremony. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – At least two people who graduated with a high school Graduation 
Equivalent Diploma on Thursday evening (Dec. 5) are continuing their education at the 
College of Central Florida’s Jack Wilkinson (Levy County) campus, CF Levy Campus 
Manager of Instruction Leah Gamble said. 

 

 
The 10 graduates attending the program Thursday night seen here are 
Clarissa Brown, Michael Dye, Shelby Eastman, Emilee Loy, Roselyn Pelaez, 
Devin Smith, Victoria Spearin, Mackenzie Story, Jessica Watson and Emily 
White. 
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CF Levy Campus Manager of Instruction Leah Gamble welcomes people to 
the ceremony to honor GED graduates. 
 

 
Transition Specialist and Instructor Kimberly Cooper speaks at the podium 
as adult education instructors Paul Hord (left) and Bob Gentzel look on. 
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Shelby Eastman, the keynote speaker for the evening, delivers her speech at 
the podium as Transition Specialist and Instructor Kimberly Cooper stand 
next to her and Enrollment – Student Services Coordinator Christine Dunn 
(seated and wearing gray) and CF Levy Campus Manager of Instruction 
Leah Gamble (seated and wearing red) listen. 
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Shelby Eastman delivers her inspirational speech. 
 

 
The graduates are seen before moving their tassel. 
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The graduates are seen before moving their tassel. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/SLBWuT7MRuk 
In this video, which is two clips, the graduates enter the auditorium with 
tassels on one side and then they exit with their tassels on the other side, 
signifying their completion of the graduation ceremony. Afterward, each 
graduate presented a carnation to the person who helped them the most 
through this educational process. Photo opportunities and refreshments 
were available after the ceremony as well. 
 
     Shelby Eastman, the keynote speaker for the event Thursday night, clearly is one of 
those GED grads accepted for continuing her education at CF. 
     Fourteen graduates were listed in the program that night, and 10 of them attended 
the ceremony, where they accepted their State of Florida high school diploma. 
     Manager of Instruction Gamble served as the emcee for the night. She welcomed 
graduating students, their families and friends. 
     The CF Adult Education Team at the Jack Wilkinson Campus made possible the 
successful graduation of most of these students, Gamble said as she recognized those 
educators. 
     The team includes Enrollment – Student Services Coordinator Christine Dunn, 
Transition Specialist – Instructor Kimberly Cooper, and adult education instructors Bob 
Gentzel and Paul Hord. 
     Gamble’s introduction for the night let the audience members know that most of the 
graduates in this program did not have pleasant experiences with their first round of 
public education. 
     This is one of the many reasons, she said, that their decision to restart the learning 
process is so important. Gamble noted she is proud of all of the graduates who have 
family and friends that helped them reach this milestone. 
     And as has been the custom in previous CF GED ceremonies, the graduates were each 
provided with a carnation to present to the person whom they felt helped them the most 
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to attain this goal. 
     Transition Specialist – Instructor Cooper introduced Eastman. 
     The 19-year-old Eastman is from Old Town, Cooper said. This graduate has a goal of 
continuing her education through college and then to become a teacher, where she 
intends to actively be a positive influence in students’ lives, Cooper said of Eastman. 
     As she opened her speech, Eastman congratulated her fellow classmates on their 
successful completion of study to earn a GED. She mentioned that each individual has 
his or her own story in this regard. 
     No matter what adversity anyone faced, each person celebrates now with having 
mastered the tasks set before them, she said. 
     Rather than what she had experienced in high school, Eastman said she found a safe 
and nurturing environment for learning and growth via the CF Adult Education 
program. 
     Eastman’s classmates treated her with respect and her teachers reinforced her 
success, she said, to the extent that it was as if she had just earned the Noble Prize. 
Whenever a student did not accomplish a goal, they were gently urged to try again as 
well as receiving guidance and instruction to help them in that regard, Eastman said. 
     Eastman said she begins her CF classes in January. After she completes coursework 
to be certified as a teacher, Eastman said her hope is that she can bring the same level of 
positivity and enthusiasm to her future classroom as a teacher, as she had experienced 
via this recently-completed curriculum. 
     If she can mirror the undying support and care shown to all of the CF GED students 
by Dunn, Cooper, Gentzel and Hord, Eastman said, then she will be able to accomplish 
anything with students in her classes after she becomes a teacher. 
     “No matter the path that any of us choose to take,” Eastman said to her classmates, “I 
know the lessons that we have learned by these role models will carry us forward into a 
life of fulfillment, and give us the strength to accomplish anything we set our mind to.” 
     Eastman thanked the College of Central Florida for providing her and her classmates 
with this opportunity to succeed. She thanked Hord for helping her see sentences she 
wrote were run-on sentences. She expressed her gratitude to other members of the 
Adult Education Team for specific actions they took to assure success. 
     “Thank you to all of my classmates,” Eastman said, “for making this an experience 
that was fun and exciting. Congratulations to the Class of 2019!” 

 


