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Child reads resolution County Commission 
declares Levy County is a ‘2nd Amendment 
Sanctuary’; 

Toll roads’ progress updated; Road closed in neighborhood 

 
Carson Meeks reads the resolution. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 4, 2019 at 6:09 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The five members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 
took action to protect people from the federal government reducing the right to own 
guns; and the five county leaders heard from state transportation representatives as 
those state government employees provided an update on two proposed toll roads 
through Levy County; and the Levy County government leaders closed part of a public 
road Tuesday morning (Dec. 3). 
     And they did more. 
     Bronson sixth grader Carson Meeks of Bronson Middle High School, the son of 
County Commission Chairman John Meeks and Stephanie Meeks, earned a plaque and 
a full scholarship to attend 4-H Camp Cherry Lake in June of 2020, as noted in a story 
published Nov. 22 in HardisonInk.com. 
     He was among the winners during the 4_H Tropicana Public Speaking Program at 
the county level, held Nov. 21. 
     Carson Meeks will compete in another round of speech competition at 4-H district 
event set for May 2, 2020, in Bell. His speech titled “Why We Need The Second 
Amendment” is why his father Chairman Meeks said the boy should be the person to 
read a proclamation Tuesday morning to declare Levy County as being among the many 
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“Second Amendment Sanctuary” counties in the nation. 
     Also, on Tuesday morning (Dec. 3), the County Commission heard about progress by 
the Florida Department of Transportation on two possible toll roads going through Levy 
County. 
     And among the many government actions it took Tuesday, the Levy County 
Commission closed access on a public road – making it private property for two 
families, despite a petition signed by 14 different people in the same neighborhood, and 
without answering a verbal plea to consider the neighborhood rather than one section of 
one road. 
 

 
Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner (left) and Levy County 

Commiss
ioner 
Rock 
Meeks. 
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Levy County Commission Vice Chairman Matt Brooks 
 

 
Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks 
 

 
Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks 
 
 

GUN RIGHTS 
     Carson Meeks read the proclamation which noted “… the  Constitution  of  the  
United  States  is  the  supreme  law  of  our nation” and that The  Second  Amendment 
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states “A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
     The sixth grader went on to cite federal cases as well as the Constitution, which shows 
the power of states and the federal government in regard to ruling over people. 
     He went on to read the proclamation which cited Article I, Section 8, of the Florida 
Constitution, “Right to bear arms. — 
(a) The right of the people to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and of the 
lawful authority of the state shall not be infringed, except that the manner of bearing 
arms may be regulated by law.” 
      (There are more parts to that section of the state constitution.) 
     In the end, the resolution noted “The Levy County Board of County Commissioners 
hereby declares Levy County as a Second Amendment Sanctuary in order to preserve for 
the People of, on, and in Levy County their rights guaranteed by the Constitution of the 
United States of America.” 
     Like other local governments across the nation that make such proclamations, it does 
nothing to detract from the federal government’s power, nor does it add anything to the 
local authority than existed before the resolution was adopted. Nothing changes in 
regard to gun laws in Levy County, in Florida, or in the United States as a result of the 
resolution; however, the County Commission makes a statement. 
 

 
Robbie Blake, a Levy County resident who lives next to Chunky Pond, 
shares her feelings about how two new toll roads would adversely impact 
the quality of life for the residents and visitors of Levy County. 
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TOLL ROADS 
     Ryan Asmus, the Florida Department of Transportation production lead for the 
Suncoast Corridor, was among the people speaking for the FDOT’s progress with that 
MCORES and with the Northern Turnpike Corridor, both toll roads which may traverse 
Levy County. 
     Before the state government workers spoke about the roads, Robbie Blake of Bronson 
gave her perspective on those potential roads. 
     Blake thanked the county commissioners for their service to the people as she opened 
her speech. Blake has been in Levy County for the past 40 years, she said, and still lives 
next to Chunky Pond. 
 

 
Robbie Blake shows how U.S. Highway 19 serves motorists traveling 
through Levy County. 
 
     Robbie Blake’s and her husband’s three children attended public school in Levy 
County and then went to the University of Florida, from whence they graduated too. 
     Blake shared her concept of what the two MCORES passing through Levy County will 
mean. 
    MCORES is an FDOT acronym for Multi-Use Corridors of Economic Significance. 
There are three possible MCORES in the pre-planning stage. The one not going through 
Levy County is in the South Florida region. 
     Blake said these two MCORES going through Levy County have a price-tag of $64 
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million per mile. 
     She reminded listeners that U.S. Highway 19, which includes U.S. Highway 98 as a 
moniker, runs from Inglis through Fanning Springs in Levy County, and that it serves as 
an evacuation route. Blake said it is relatively unused from Levy County through Dixie 
County and Taylor County. 
     She reminded people that a pipeline placed through Levy County was put down 
without much notice to the public. She sees the proposal for these two toll roads through 
Levy County by Gov. Ron DeSantis as taking a similar method for ramrodding. 
     Blake expressed her concern for damage to Goethe Forest and Chunky Pond by 
placing a highway through those areas. Otters and several other forms of wildlife and 
plants were mentioned as being adversely affected if this construction goes through 
there. 
     Protecting those natural resources for hunters and tourists, as well as protecting the 
water sources of the area are reasons to reject allowing the toll roads to be built through 
this county, she said. 
     The state wants more people to move to Levy County from Miami, Blake alleged. She 
said the people of this county moved here to avoid the lifestyle that people experience in 
Miami and other metropolitan Florida cities. 
     The people of this part of Florida will suffer unintended consequences, such as water 
shortages and a loss of the quality of life currently enjoyed, by building these toll roads, 
she said. 
     The proponents say MCORES will bring better Internet service, and jobs, Blake said. 
     All Blake sees for jobs will be more gasoline stations off of the toll road exits. As for 
providing better Internet service, Blake says that if that is what the state promises, then 
let it provide that without building a toll road. 
     She warned that another probable aspect of toll road construction will be the damage 
or destruction of historic and cultural landmarks in Levy County. 
     When Asmus and other FDOT spokesmen address the County Commission, they 
shared information about these two of the three MCORES. 
     The state government is explaining to the people that these roads are needed to meet 
the demands put on the state from its continued growth in population. 
     As noted in previously published stories, the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) is assigned with assembling task forces to study three specific corridors: 
     The Suncoast Connector, extending from Citrus County to Jefferson County; and 
     The Northern Turnpike Connector, extending from the northern terminus of Florida’s 
Turnpike northwest to the Suncoast Parkway; and 
     The Southwest-Central Florida Connector, extending from Collier County to Polk 
County. 
     The FDOT remains in an information-gathering pre-plan mode. 
     The FDOT has created a website to share information about MCORES. It is located at 
https://floridamcores.com/. 
    The FDOT also seeks input, and it offers methods shown on the website, as well as to 
note that public hearings will be available. Asmus told the County Commission that he 
and other FDOT employees plan to attend commission meetings monthly as well, to 
keep the people updated and to seek input and answer questions about these potential 
toll roads. 
     Among the many options for a route is U.S. Highway 19 to serve as part of the toll 

https://floridamcores.com/


HardisonInk.com 
roads. Another option is neither of the toll roads to be built through Levy County. 
 

CLOSING A LOCAL ROAD 

 
Rollin Hudson explains that he believes closing a portion of 40th Avenue 
just outside the Chiefland city limits will reduce the odds for people to 
dump garbage on farm property he owns. 
 
     Rollin Hudson, representing Hudson Farms, asked the County Commission to close a 
part of 40th Avenue, located off of U.S. Alt. 27, just outside the city limits of Chiefland. 
     Hudson said he has tried several methods over the years to stop people from going 
down the road and dumping all sorts of garbage on his property. 
     One of his neighbors on 38th Avenue said she sees even more garbage being dumped 
on property close to her home. She and other neighbors clean up that garbage, she said. 
She provided a petition to the County Commission with 14 individuals’ names signed to 
show they want the 40th Avenue – a public road – to remain open for public use, rather 
than closing it and giving that roadway to Hudson and another property owner adjacent 
to that part of that road. 
     The County Commission chose to grant Hudson’s request with little discussion 
beyond the acknowledgement that the Levy County Sheriff’s Office can’t catch illegal 
dumpers, and no one else appears to know how to stop this type of criminal behavior 
there, other than Hudson, whose closure of one section of the road may reduce the 
dumping. 
     There was no indication that closure of part of 38th Avenue could be expected, too, if 
those adjacent property owners took the same steps as Hudson. 
 

OTHER ACTION 
     As part of the many other actions by the County Commission on Tuesday, it voted 5-0 
to allow County Coordinator Wilbur Dean to sign and send a letter to the Levy 
Association for Retarded Citizens to note that he and the County Commission have been 
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brought into awareness of allegations related to concerns about the alleged “… care and 
lack of activities being provided by LARC to its clients.” 
     Commissioners heard from the mother of a mentally retarded man speak about the 
Levy Association for Retarded Citizens, where her son had been served for 23 years. She 
complained about leadership since the death of former Executive Director Betty Walker, 
     Betty Seamon of the City of Fanning Springs said she took her son out of LARC last 
month (November). LARC is located in the Town of Otter Creek. 
     The mother said she felt her son was no longer safe there. 
     Seamon told the County Commission that she understands that the commission 
cannot do anything to fix the problems at LARC. Seamon also asked them to continue 
providing funding, by paying invoices submitted to the county by LARC. 
     Seamon expressed her opinion that the new director Bill Slaughter is not a good 
replacement for the late Walker, and that Nick Brown, Walker’s nephew would have 
been a better replacement. 
     Seamon said she recently became a member of the LARC Board of Directors as part of 
her effort to improve conditions at the facility. Randy Stefanelli is the current president 
of the LARC board. Among the other LARC directors Seamon mentioned Tuesday 
morning are Levy County Judge J.T. “James” Browning and Keith Maynard. 
     Seamon said she believes LARC is now serving 10 clients, although it could serve a 
maximum of 25 clients, she added. 

 

 


