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Toys For Tots rocks the Tri-County Area 
 

 
Gigi Daube (right), one of the many volunteers, and Tri-County Community 
Resource Center Manager Beverly Goodman, one of the two coordinators 
for Toys For Tots of the Tri-County Area, are seen relatively early in the 
daylong distribution event on Saturday (Dec. 21). Goodman said she is 
grateful to Walmart for allowing the distribution of toys to happen on its 
parking lot. Daube is a leader in the support group Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 21, 2019 at 5:09 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- Heralding his seventh year as the coordinator for Toys For Tots of 
Tri-County Area, Bryan Chrisp again enjoyed help from his co-coordinator Beverly 
Goodman, manager of the Tri-County Community Resource Center, on Saturday (Dec. 
21) in the Walmart of Chiefland parking lot. 
     Before Chrisp’s seven years of service as the coordinator for the Toys For Tots 
program in this part of Florida, the program was coordinated by Vince and Pat Arcadi. 
     Fourteen years ago, one of the distribution points was First Baptist Church of 
Bronson, and then another one was in a church in Trenton. Thanks to Walmart 
management cooperating with the Tri-County Community Resource Center and with 
Toys For Tots, families from all three counties can now go to a central location for 
efficient toy distribution. 
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Brian Chrisp, a former 
corporal in the United States 
Marine Corps and then in 
the USMC Reserves, finds a 
particular toy on Saturday 
morning. Chrisp has been 
the lead coordinator for this 
program in the Tri-County 
Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties for seven 
years now. 
 
      The logistics and personnel 
have evolved and changed over 
time, but the spirt of love and joy 
continues in this program, which 
falls under the umbrella of the 
United States Marine Corps 
Reserve. 
     The basic mission of the 
Marine Toys for Tots program is 
to collect new unwrapped toys 
and distribute those toys to less 
fortunate children at Christmas. 
     The primary goal of Marine 
Toys for Tots is, through the gift 
of a new toy, to help bring the joy 
of Christmas and send a message 
of hope to America's less 
fortunate children. 
 

 
 

USMC Reserves Toys 
For Tots Coordinator 
Brian Chrisp pauses 
for a mug shot type 
of opportunity 
during the 
distribution of toys 
Saturday in the 
Walmart of 
Chiefland parking 
lot. 
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Not just a coordinator, Brian Chrisp loads a bicycle for Peggy Altemeier, 
one of the parents who completed the application process and showed up to 
help assure a joyful Christmas happens in her household. 
 
     "I feel good," Chrisp said. "We are in fact helping families in need, which is what Toys 
For Tots was established to do." 
     Chrisp, who was enlisted in the USMC and then the Reserves from 1993 through 
1999, works all year to reach the point of completion that was seen Saturday in the 
parking lot of the Walmart in Chiefland. 
     Meanwhile, Goodman coordinates the mission simultaneously with him, as well as 
performing the many other functions of the TCCRC. The Partnership For Strong 
Families funds the manager's position that Goodman fills at this Resource Center for the 
people of the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
      Chrisp mentioned he is extremely thankful for all of the donations of time, strength 
and every other resource for what has proved to be another successful yearly event to 
help children have a better Christmas than they would have experienced without the 
Toys For Tots program. 
     People have stepped up to the plate, he said, as have businesses and organizations. 
The toy drives and fundraisers were successful again this year, he said. Chrisp said 
corporate sponsors are part of the total lifeblood of the program, just as individuals who 
donate toys are, and just as the volunteers with boots on the ground on distribution day 
are. 
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Four of the many volunteers participating Saturday are seen here. On the 
ground, (from left) are Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, Northeast 
Regional Managing Director of the Florida Department of Children and 
Families (DCF) Eddie Encarnacion, and DCF Community Development 
Director of Administration for the Third and Eighth Judicial Circuits Cheryl 
Twombly. In the back of the semi-trailer is A.D. Goodman, volunteer for 
Toys For Tots, Central Florida Electric Cooperative safety/loss control 
specialist, and assistant chief of Chiefland Fire Rescue. A.D. Goodman has 
another role, too. He is the husband of Tri-County Community Resource 
Center Manager Beverly Goodman. Encarnacion is the leader of DCF for the 
Northeast Region, which includes the following four judicial court circuits 
Circuit 3 -- Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee and 
Taylor counties; Circuit 4 -- Clay, Duval and Nassau counties; Circuit 7 -- 
Flagler, Putnam, St. Johns and Volusia counties; and Circuit 8 -- Alachua, 
Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy and Union counties. Twombly is one of his 
two Community Development Directors of Administration. The two circuits 
where Twombly serves the families of Florida include the following 13 
counties -- Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, 
Lafayette, Levy, Madison, Suwannee, Taylor and Union counties. 
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USMC Reserve Sgt. William Howell, 26, of Jacksonville is seen in action 
here, helping distribute toys. He has been a Marine for seven years and just 
recently reenlisted for another three-year tour of duty. Behind him are 
three more volunteers, helping distribute toys to give children in the Tri-
County Area a Merry Christmas. 
 

 
Agreeing to pause for a photo opportunity Saturday during the Toys for 
Tots program in Chiefland are (from left) Tri-County Community Resource 
Center Manager Beverly Goodman, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum 
and his wife Kandy McCallum. During the event, Sheriff McCallum 
mentioned that his executive assistant Robin Hardee McCraken, who 
served in the USMC, was a significant leader from his office who helped 
with the 2019 Tri-County Toys For Tots program. 
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Some of the many people who participated as recipients are seen during the 
Toys For Toys program in Chiefland. 
 
     This is one team, with one mission – bringing more joy to needy children at 
Christmas by showing love through their giving without measure. 
     Co-coordinator Goodman said she counted 15 volunteers at the scene on Saturday 
morning. 
     Chrisp said there are many, many sponsors of the program that helps children have 
toys at Christmas. One of the new corporate sponsors this year, he said, is Beall's Outlet. 
     The BMW-Toyota dealership in the Gainesville area donated 40 bicycles this year, 30 
of which went to children in Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     "Bass Pro (of Gainesville) is still a solid partner," Chrisp said. 
     This company has people who help with toy drives and they help store things until 
distribution time, as well as sort and subdivide gifts for distribution. 
    The Toys For Tots program is completed by a 100 percent volunteer organization that 
is sponsored by the United States Marine Corps Reserve. The Marines that coordinate 
and assist with the campaign are all former active duty Marines who have honorably 
served the United States of America and they live in the community. 
     These Marines and other volunteers, some veterans of other branches, and many 
non-veterans, donate their time and resources to promote and support this local 
campaign. 
     All donations are used in the community to reach as many children as possible. These 
volunteers note that they are grateful for the support they have received from local 
businesses, organizations and individuals. 
     Tri-County Area Toys For Tots Co-Coordinator Goodman said she is happy with the 
results this year. Last year, there were 750 children from the Tri-County Area who were 
helped. This year, Goodman said, there were 815 children who will receive gifts at 
Christmas thanks to Toys For Tots. 

 


