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CF journalism students take 
home awards 

 
Student members of Imprints Magazine Steven Vargas, Byron Luckey, 
Emily Bennett and Stephanie Gallent with faculty member Zackery Cote. 
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     OCALA -- College of Central Florida students won numerous awards for student 
newspaper and literary magazines on Friday, Nov. 15, at the Florida College System 
Publications Association awards banquet in Tampa.     
     Imprints, CF Ocala Campus literary magazine, won General Excellence, which is the 
overall accumulation of points in each category, first place for Design, Contents Page 
and Two-Page Spread. It also received first place for submissions to the magazine in the 
Art, Poetry and Photography categories. CF students Emily Bennett and Byron Luckey 
both placed in the Inner Circle category, which is reserved for students who place in at 
least three categories. 
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(front row, from left): Rob Marino, Patriot Press advisor, Delaney Van Nest, 
Nathalya Reyes, Reagan Knight, Ta’Bria Snowden. (back row, from left) Lily 
Carnival, Taukiya Williams, Zach Grinstead. 
 
     The Patriot Press, CF’s student newspaper, placed fourth in the Newspaper division. 
Delaney Van Nest won an Inner Circle award for placing in four different categories, 
including CF’s only two first-place awards for News Photo for her photo of CF’s 
simulated active shooter drill in fall 2018, as well as photo picture story for her collage 
of a 2018 summer concert. She was awarded second place in Editorial Cartoon and in 
Humor Writing for her spoof on being an “insomniac.” 
     Lily Carnival was awarded Inner Circle for placing in three categories: third place for 
In-Depth Reporting for her story on feminine products, third in Arts Review for 
coverage of a CF play in fall 2018, and third in illustration. 
     Zach Grinstead, the current co-editor-in-chief, placed third in Sports Column for his 
coverage of softball Coach Kevin Fagan and third in Sports Writing for his feature on a 
CF baseball player. 
     Former co-editor-in-chief Nathalya Reyes placed third in General Column for her 
series on balancing work and college, and former section editor Mya Kreuer placed 
second in Feature Story for her article on CF Professor Julee McCammon. 

 
(from left) Giovanna Mainella, Jennifer Barton, Justin McNeight, April 
Howell, Jon Schneiderman (advisor), Ja’Onna Brown, Marjorie Johnston, 
Tamara Chiles, Joseph Barton. 
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     In the Write Mind, CF Citrus Campus literary magazine, placed first in the magazine 
division for staff page’ and CF student Ja’Onna Brown won an Honorable Mention in On 
the Spot poetry competition. 
     CF Professor of Communications Zackery Cote was also elected vice president of the 
Florida College System Publications Association 
     The Florida College System Publications Association brings students and advisors 
together to provide a common ground for discussion of publications and mass media. 
The association provides responsible guidance to student publications to ensure their 
growth as a medium for the education of future citizens of a free society and to obtain 
the best thinking on problems in publications and mass communications and to share 
this thinking. 

College of Central Florida lands Hospitality 
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     OCALA — The College of Central Florida has received an $80,000 grant to develop a 
Hospitality Management apprenticeship program to meet the growing need for 
hospitality jobs in the Tri-County Area of Citrus, Levy and Marion counties. 
     The grant is part of the Pathways to Career Opportunities grant program managed by 
the Florida Department of Education to assist state colleges and technical centers to 
establish apprenticeship opportunities. The college will partner with Hotel Development 
and Management Group LLC (HDG Hotels), CareerSource of Citrus, Levy and Marion 
counties, and the American Hotel and Lodging Association to develop an apprenticeship 
program that will allow participants to earn a college credit certificate, along with an 
industry certification as a Certified Hospitality Supervisor. 
     “Access to education and training has a tremendous capacity to positively impact 
individual lives as well as the businesses and communities in which such access is 
available,” said Lisa Lombardo, chief people and culture officer for HDG Hotels. “We are 
proud to be growing our partnerships with CF and the American Hotel and Lodging 
Association in ways that will once again offer our team members opportunities to grow 
with us.” 
     Additionally, apprentices who complete the program will receive at least 15 college 
credits that can potentially go toward an Associate in Science degree. Initially, many of 
the apprentices participating in the program will be current HDG Hotels employees; it 
eventually will be open to other organizations within the hotel industry. The program is 
expected to begin in the Fall Semester 2020. 
     In January 2019, Gov. Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 19-31, which included a 
directive to the Commissioner of Education to secure $10 million for the Pathways to 
Career Opportunities Grant. High schools, school district career centers, charter 
technical career centers, Florida College System institutions, and other entities 
authorized to sponsor an apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program were 
encouraged to pursue this competitive grant to create new or expand existing 
apprenticeship and preapprenticeship programs. 
     For more information, click HERE or call 352-873-5800. 

https://www.cf.edu/explore/programs/business/

