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     WILLISTON -- Bobby Brown, the former owner of King Munchie's Pizza, said he will shut 

down Sirius Pizza and move it to Bronson or Trenton if the City of Williston persists in 

demanding more money for its utility deposit. 

     During the Williston City Council meeting on Tuesday night (Dec. 17), the City Council agreed 

to put this on the Jan. 7 meeting agenda for further discussion and possible action. 

     Meanwhile, a Dec. 5 letter from the city addressed “To Whom It May Concern” noted the 

business utility account opened in May of 2019. 

     As a result of an ordinance adopted in 2011, after the first six months of a commercial utility 

account, the city reevaluates the initial deposit to determine if more is needed. The $200 deposit 

placed when Sirius Pizza opened, must now have another $1,600 added as a deposit. 

     Discussion during the meeting Tuesday night reveals the two months’ average amount of a 

utility bill is required as a result of the city losing so much money in the past from business 

interests that skipped out on bills when they closed. 

     Sirius Pizza is managed by David Coffin and his wife, Kristen, who is the daughter of Brown. 

     On Tuesday night, Brown said the Williston Middle High School students who he hires as 

workers will lose their jobs when he moves the restaurant to Bronson or Trenton. He said those 

students’ parents will not be happy when it comes time to choose who leads the City of Williston 

in the next election. 

     Sirius Pizza is the company that donates pizzas, too, to each Student of the Month in 

Williston. 

     Located at 110 N.E. Sixth Ave. in Williston, Sirius Pizza also serves sandwiches, pastas and 

desserts. It is open 11 a.m. until 9 p.m. every day but Sunday. 

     While Brown was clearly bothered that the city is demanding more of a deposit on his 

commercial utility account, some city leaders alleged this has been the city’s practice since the 

adoption of the ordinance. Some city leaders did not seem aware of the practice. 

     City Manager Scott Lippmann promised to review other business accounts to assure this has 

been a practice applied across-the-board for new business interests with accounts that opened 

after the revised ordinance. 

     Mayor Jerry Robinson suggested the city amend its practice to have a set deposit for 

commercial or industrial accounts rather than to review bills after a business has been 

established for six months, and then charging the business a deposit to equal what would be two 

months’ worth of the average monthly utility payment. 

     Williston Utilities Director C.J. Zimoski mentioned that Gainesville Regional Utilities 

exercises a similar practice as this. One Williston resident questioned if Bronson does this; 

however, unlike Williston, Bronson is not the electric service provider. Also, Bronson has far 

fewer business interests than Williston. 

     As Mayor Robinson said, “Williston is not Bronson.” 

     Meanwhile, this matter is set for some a potential resolution at the Jan. 7 meeting. Brown 

said he chose to open Sirius Pizza in Williston for his daughter, however if the city holds fast to 

its security deposit demand, he can move it another city. 


