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East Coast rocket launch seen from West Coast 
hayfield 
 
These are 
some still 
shots taken 
from the 
video of the 
East Coast 
rocket launch 
as seen from 
the West 
Coast of 
Florida. 
Notice the 
one shot where 
the round light  
from the 
rocket 
(bottom of 
picture) is 
seen in 
juxtaposition 
to the round 
blue light (top 
of picture) 
from an 
object much 
farther out in space. 
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     JEMLANDS -- From a hayfield owned by a friendly neighbor -- next to The Ink Pad 
in the unrecorded Levy County subdivision known as Jemlands, a sole videographer sat 
in the dark for about 30 minutes Monday night. 

 

https://youtu.be/0T-pCC4_J8E 
In this one-minute and 45-second video, the rocket is seen from the 
hayfield. This is through a 300-millimeter lens being held by hand by a man 
sitting in a lawn chair in the middle of a big hayfield in dark, surrounded by 
thick fog that goes from the ground up for about 20 feet. 
 
     Jeff M. Hardison, 63, a Florida native and longtime rocket-launch observer, said he 
almost went to one of the East Coast counties to have a better view of the SpaceX launch 
on Monday evening. However, there was a need for him to remain in the Tri-County 
Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     "Last night proved to be a success for me being able to see the rocket in the air," 
Hardison said. "However, there were some pre-launch moments of concern and a 
surprise." 
     Sitting in the open field from 6:45 p.m. to prepare for the planned 7:10 p.m. launch, 
the photographer noticed a low and dense fog rolling in from the south. Within 10 
minutes he was surrounded by the thick mist. 
     "I wondered if it was going to fog up the lens," Hardison said. "I cleaned the lens and 
then capped it. Mrs. Hardison was in The Ink Pad and she had a powerful flashlight to 
signal me when the launch happened, which she would know by monitoring a site on her 
cell phone." 
     As he was sitting in the dark, listening to a neighbor's dog barking and crickets 
chirping, the journalist felt something rub against his leg. 
     "My immediate kneejerk response was to move my leg relatively quickly to push the 
animal away from my leg," Hardison said. "I turned on my flashlight and saw it was 
Needles the community cat of Jemlands. I called to him, but he seemed rather offended 
that I pushed him away rather than leaning over and petting him. 
     "Hey, it was pitch black," he continued. "I was in the middle of a hayfield where I 
have seen all kinds of animals. I'm just glad it wasn't a skunk, or that really would have 
been a bad scene." 
     SpaceX successfully launched a Falcon 9 rocket and commercial communications 
satellite from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on Monday night (Dec. 16), as scheduled 
at 7:10 p.m. 
     The orange ball turned into an orange line in the sky as it appeared to fly more east. It 
was visible as a white dot in the sky long after the digital video camera could record it. 
     This Falcon 9 rocket put up the JCSAT-18 / Kacific-1 communications satellite. That 
machine now floating in space around the Earth is scheduled to provide 
communications coverage for Asia and the Pacific. 
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Needles the community 
cat of Jemlands 
prepares to launch into 
the hayfield, where he 
will startle his favorite 
videographer. The cat’s 
plan to join the human 
in the field was 
unknown at the time of 
this photo. 
 
     Needles the community 
cat re-approached the man 
he knows as a food and 
water source, as well as 
being one of very few humans this cat will let pick up or pet. 
     The journalist picked up his chair, and returned it to the yard, and was followed by a 
friendly community cat. The man then went inside and watched on his wife's cell phone 
as SpaceX recovered the rocket's first stage on SpaceX's "Of Course I Still Love You" 
drone ship. 
     The couple heard the announcement on that broadcast that this was the 47th 
successful landing by a rocket on a ship since the first one by SpaceX in December of 
2015. 
     Despite the low and thick fog in the hayfield, the lone spectator there had a clear view 
of the rocket’s fiery plume. 
     The next planned launch is by Boeing and United Launch Alliance (who hosted the 
journalist within the past few years on the East Coast at another launch). This rocket is 
set to launch a Starliner capsule on an Atlas V rocket from Launch Complex 41 at 6:36 
a.m. Friday (Dec. 20). The Starliner is built to hold astronauts, but this launch is 
unmanned. 
     The mission set for Dec. 20 is titled Orbital Flight Test. It is scheduled to demonstrate 
the capsule's capabilities to carry astronauts to the International Space Station as part of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration's ongoing programs in space.  


