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Florida Commission on Ethics finds probable cause            

in regard to complaint against Dixie County Clerk        

Dana Johnson 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 16, 2019 at 4:49 p.m. 

     TALLAHASSEE – At the meeting in Tallahassee on Dec. 6 in closed session, the Florida Commission on 

Ethics took action on 22 matters, Commission on Ethics Chair Kim Rezanka announced in a Dec. 11 press 

release. 

     Among those 22 matters was one involving an elected official in Dixie County, the press release stated. 

     The Commission found probable cause to believe Dixie County Clerk of Court and Comptroller Dana 

Johnson misused county resources to reproduce church bulletins and fabricated receipts in an effort to conceal 

that misuse of county resources, according to the press release. 

     Probable cause also was found to believe Johnson used information available to her only as a public office, 

for her personal benefit, when she accessed the internal office software to fabricate or alter the official master 

receipt documents, according to the press release from Rezanka. 

      No probable cause was found to believe Johnson misused her Dixie County-issued cell phone for personal 

communications. A second complaint filed against Johnson alleged she failed to file an accurate 2018 Form 6 

disclosure. The Commission rejected the recommendation of the Advocate, finding no probable cause on that 

allegation, according to Rezanka. 

     Florida Commission on Ethics Executive Director Chris Anderson during a telephone interview on Dec. 16 

said this finding of probable cause is not the end-all for the matter. 

     At this point, Johnson can choose to either admit to the facts noted in the probable cause statement, and 

negotiate a settlement with the Commission, or she can choose to go to trial on the matter before an 

administrative law judge. 

     If she reaches a plea-negotiated settlement with the government, or if she completes a hearing before an 

administrative law judge, then there will be a final finding in this matter, Anderson said. 

     The applicable Florida Statute in this case is 112.313, subsection 6, he said. 

     That part of that Florida Statute notes “(6) MISUSE OF PUBLIC POSITION.—No public officer, employee of 

an agency, or local government attorney shall corruptly use or attempt to use his or her official position or any 

property or resource which may be within his or her trust, or perform his or her official duties, to secure a 

special privilege, benefit, or exemption for himself, herself, or others. This section shall not be construed to 

conflict with s. 104.31.” 

     Anderson said each case is decided on the specific facts related to it. In this case, even though the flyers are 

for a church, the Commission sees this as a misuse of county resources. 

     On its website, the Commission notes “A Public Office is a Public Trust.” 

     The Florida Commission on Ethics is an independent nine-member commission formed in 1974 to review 

complaints filed under the statutory Code of Ethics, according to information on that Commission’s website. 

     The Commission also exists to answer questions from public officials about potential conflicts of interest 

through its issuance of advisory opinions, according to information on that Commission’s website. 

     If the Ethics Commission believes a violation of the law may have occurred, it may decide to hold a public 

hearing, according to information on that Commission’s website. 

     If it concludes a violation has been committed, it may recommend civil penalties including removal from 

office or employment and fines up to $10,000 per violation, according to information on that Commission’s 

website. 


