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Ham radio operators visit WGP 

 

 
John Bescher (N4DXI) of Inglis is seen at the telegraph key device, where 
he can send Morse Code over the air on amateur radio wavelengths. Morse 
Code is a series of dots and dashes that represents letters. He was among 
the three amateur radio operators at the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve on 
Saturday (Dec. 14). 
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     YANKEETOWN -- Three amateur radio operators were in the education center of 
the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve Saturday (Dec. 14) to help people learn about "ham 
radio." 
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Richard Dobson (KM4RLX) (left) and Lee Paulet (KK4VNZ) brought 
equipment used to transmit voices over the air on radio waves at 
frequencies reserved for ham radio. 
 
This slightly 
modified 
graphic is 
from original 
work created 
by the Friends 
of the 
Withlacoochee 
Gulf Preserve. 
It shows the 
exterior of the 
Education 
Center with a 
superimposed 
radio tower. 
The WGP is a 
413-acre 
parcel of undeveloped wetlands located in Yankeetown, and it is a 
destination for many visitors who want to enjoy the natural environment. 
The Friends provide free educational programs for the general public on 
occasion. The website to visit to learn more about the WGP is 
https://wgpfl.org/. Another way to learn about the WGP is to visit it. 
 
 

https://wgpfl.org/
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     John Bescher (N4DXI) of Inglis, Richard F. Dobson (KM4RLX) and Lee Paulet 
(KK4VNZ) brought equipment used to transmit Morse Code or voices over the air on 
radio waves at frequencies reserved for ham radio. 
     Ham radio is an excellent method for sending messages at times of extreme distress. 
     Paulet said he knows a ham operator from Brooksville who went to help in the 
Panhandle after Hurricane Michael in October of 2018. 
     Paulet, like other ham radio operators, are able to provide logistical support for 
emergency crews without means of communicating. When there are no cell towers, and 
no electric service and cables for Internet are down, ham radio becomes the main 
method for communication. 
     Mexico Beach is a city in Bay County. It is 25 miles southeast of Panama City. The 
population was 1,072 as of the 2010 census. The community was extensively damaged 
by Hurricane Michael on October 10, 2018. The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency declared the community "wiped out" in the aftermath of the hurricane's 
devastating impact. 
     Amateur radio operators became the lifeline for communication. Ham radio is not 
only for times of huge disaster, but that is a noble use of the electronics. 
     One of the things ham radio operators can do in times of distress is to communicate 
with other hams to convey messages. For instance, if “Jeff” was OK in Mexico City, he 
could ask a ham operator to pass on “formal written traffic” – a specific message -- to his 
family in St. Petersburg. 
     There are procedures and there is etiquette that ham radio operators learn and 
practice. 
     Amateur radio (ham radio) is a popular hobby and service that brings people, 
electronics and communication together. People use ham radio to talk across town, 
around the world, or even into space, all without the Internet or cell phones. It's fun, 
social, educational, and can be a lifeline during times of need 
     The best way to learn about Amateur Radio is to talk to hams face-to-face. Hams take 
pride in their ability to "Elmer" (teach) newcomers the ropes to get them started in the 
hobby. 
     The Citrus County Amateur Radio Club exists to provide an open repeater to licensed 
amateur radio operators; to assist with emergency communications in times of need; 
and to provide educational opportunities to those interested in amateur radio. Club 
membership is open to all, the CCARC notes on its website. 
     Club meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the third Monday of every month at the Citrus 
County Sheriff’s Office Emergency Operations Center located at 3549 Saunders Way, 
Lecanto, FL 34461-7108. Please arrive by 6:45 p.m. The doors lock at 7 p.m., the CCARC 
notes on its website.  
     The Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve provided the program Saturday. The 
Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve is a 413-acre parcel of undeveloped wetlands located on 
Florida’s Nature Coast. 
     The Friends of the WGP is a 501(3)(c) non-profit organization that works in 
partnership with Yankeetown to promote and develop the Preserve. 
    To learn how to become a member of the Friends of the WGP click HERE.  
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