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Eagles help 

children 

 

Linda Brooks, one of the founders 

for this event from 30 years ago, 

cuts the cake at the luncheon for 

Eagles 4194’s 30th Anniversary of 

the Annual Eagles Christmas Bazaar 

at Cedar Key School. She is wearing 

her Christmas elf gear. 

Photo By Paula Westcott 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 14, 2019 

at 8:29 a.m. 

     CEDAR KEY -- The Fraternal Order 

of the Eagles, Aeire #4194, a social club 

located at 7010 B St., in Cedar Key, 

conducted the 30th Annual Eagles 

Christmas Bazaar at Cedar Key School on 

Wednesday (Dec. 11). 

     One of the founders for this event from 

the Eagles Auxiliary of 30 years ago was 

present. Linda Brooks was honored after 

the event as all 21 of the volunteers enjoyed lunch, said Paula Westcott – coordinator for the 

event this year. 

     There were 117 children from grades pre-kindergarten through fifth grade who participated, 

Westcott said. 

     “It was festive. The kids had a ball,” Westcott said. “It ran smoothly.” 

     Westcott, who has participated in a dozen of these events, said the program was completed by 

11:30 a.m. and the room was returned for use by CKS at that time. 

 

 

 

 

Eagles work to 

prepare the room. 
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One of the children who visited 

with Santa makes her way to be 

with her classmates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the many elves sits on 

Santa’s lap. 
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Santa Claus had lots of elf 

support. There were 21 

members of the Eagles at the 

event. All of the Cedar Key 

Eagles work throughout the 

year prior to the event to 

make it succeed.  

Four Photos Above By Dennis 

Schnek - Taken On Wayne 

Mydlinski's Cell Phone 

 

 

 

 

 

     Some observers noted that it would be difficult to say whether the children or the adults had 

more fun. Santa Claus appeared with elf support to help the elementary school students as they 

selected gifts for family members. 

     The Eagles plan for this day throughout the year, and they collect gifts all year to allow the 

youngsters to buy any item for just 25 cents. There were two sets of gifts, from which the 

children could choose. One was for males (dads, grandfathers, uncles or other guardians) and 

one was for females (moms, grandmothers, aunts or other guardians). 

     This program has been happening for 30 years now. The children buy gifts that the Eagles 

provide for them to purchase -- at the price of 25-cents per gift. One of the lessons children learn 

from this is being responsible with money, while being able to obtain a gift for a loved one. 

     Westcott said there were plenty of quarters in the pockets of Eagles, to assure that every child 

who wanted to participate could participate. 

     As for the volunteers, they all enjoyed lunch and fellowship, and celebrated with cake, too, at 

Aeire #4194 after leaving CKS still figuratively aglow from the annual social event. 

     As noted, this started 30 years ago with the Eagles Auxiliary of Cedar Key. Wescott said many 

of the founders have since passed away, but the Cedar Key Eagles have made this tradition 

continue. And they are ready to start their work to make this project happen again next year, she 

said. 


