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Chiefland Celebrates Christmastime 

 
One of the rides available Saturday (Dec. 14) at Trail Head Park in Chiefland is 

seen here, after passengers had just offloaded. The day of fun in Chiefland began 

with the Rudolph Run, a Rotary Club fundraiser. Then, there was the festival. 

Santa Claus posed for photos from 2:30 to 5 p.m. The Christmas Parade was at 6 

p.m. Saturday and after the parade., from 7 to 9 p.m., there was a celebration in 

the park. 

 

 

Among the many volunteers who made the day fun and enjoyable are Rhett Hoke, 

18, is dressed as The Grinch, and Chelsea Parker, 19, is dressed as Cindy Lou Who. 

The character Cordelia Louinda "Cindy Lou" Who is a sweet young girl from Dr. 

Seuss' storybook How The Grinch Stole Christmas! Hoke is a Chiefland High 

School Class of 2018 graduate who is studying at the College of Central Florida. 

Hoke said he plans to focus on physics in college. Parker, a 2018 CHS graduate is 

also a 2019 CF graduate who earned her associate of arts degree. She intends to 

further her education in the field of nursing. Both Hoke and Parker gave lots of 

candy to 

children for 

free today 

(Saturday, Dec. 

14), as part of 

the Chiefland 

Chamber of 

Commerce’s 

hosting of the 

events 
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Annual Chiefland Christmas festival & parade 
draw crowds 
 

 
Santa and Mrs. Claus are joined by Bronson siblings Adriell Morales, 1, and 
her older brother Gabriel, 3, on the Manatee Springs State Park’s covered 
wagon that brought the jolly couple to Trail Head Park in Chiefland. 
 
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Dec. 15, 2019 at 11:09 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Residents and visitors to Chiefland celebrated the approaching 
holiday Saturday (Dec. 14) with its annual Christmas Festival, a 45-unit lighted parade 
and an After Glow Party at Trail Head Park. 
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Alena Ruark, 6, of 
Chiefland climbs a 24-foot 
tall ‘rock wall’ with a smile 
on her face. Her dad 
Shawn Ruark said Alena is 
a daredevil. She made it to 
the top of the wall with no 
problem. The wall was one 
of the many free activities. 
 
     The big party in the park 
after the parade included a 
bonfire for roasting 
marshmallows on sticks. 
     The southbound parade on 
Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) 
through Chiefland gave 
children and adults a chance to 
line up on both sides of the 
southbound lanes of the 
highway to see lighted floats, 
including a replica Conestoga 
wagon carrying Santa and Mrs. 
Claus slowly pass by them. 
     The wagon was loaned to the 
Chiefland Chamber of 
Commerce by Manatee Springs 
State Park. 
     “Hello Santa, Hello Santa” 
yelled Bryce Dayton, 9 and 
Gabe Huff, 7, of Trenton as the 
jolly red couple passed by 
waving at them. It was their first sighting of Santa Clause this holiday season, their 
mother said. 
     Santa and his wife were present at the Christmas Festival from 2:30 to 5 p.m. to have 
children sit on their laps for the traditional photo opportunity. 
     The God Bless America Express train carried children and parents around the 
festival. 
     The Christmas parade always takes place at night, but the lighted floats appeared to 
stand out even more this time around, because the night seemed inky dark. Photography 
was challenging along the parade route. Only starlight and relatively dim street lights lit 
up the parade route. 
     The After Glow Party at Trail Head Park following the parade drew hundreds of 
people. Some children returned to play in the bounce houses. Older children and adults 
gathered around the bonfire to roast marshmallows. 
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Members of AmVets Post 42 Chiefland join the merriment of the Christmas 
Parade with their patriotic lighted float. 
 

 
Residents of the Southern Leisure RV Resort community in Chiefland wave 
from Santa's Workshop as part of the parade. 
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Children from the kids’ ministry of First Baptist Church of Chiefland enjoy 
their ride on the church float. 
 

 
Levy County Commissioner Rock Meeks and one of his daughters tow the 
float for First Baptist Church of Chiefland. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Gabe Huff, 7, and Bryce Dayton, 9, of Trenton say hello to Santa and Mrs. 
Claus as they pass. 
 

 
The After Glow Party was a big hit as people gather around a bonfire after 
the parade to roast marshmallows. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Working at the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce tent are (from left) Rhett 
Hoke as The Grinch, Krystle Kelly, Chelsea Parker as the character Cindy 
Lou Who from The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, and Chelsea’s mother Joy 
Parker, executive director of the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce. 
 

 
A cheerful couple rides in back of a lighted golf cart and distributes candy to 
children along the parade route. 
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     The Greater Chiefland Area Chamber of Commerce, which sponsors the Christmas 
Festival, changed its approach this year and offered everything free at the festival. 
     “In the past it was more of a fundraiser, but this year we turned it around; we wanted 
to make it free for families,” Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Joy Parker said. 
     She said the Chamber asked for donations from local businesses in advance of the 
Christmas Festival to fund all the activities at Trail Head Park. 
     The free activities and the 60 vendor tents at the park, along with the toasty warm 
weather attracted a big crowd to the festival grounds. 
 

Abominable Wins For Church 
The float-builders from First United Methodist Church of Chiefland (A 

Church Without Walls) won first 
place in the float contest of the Dec. 
14 Christmas Parade in 
Chiefland. Abominable is a recently 
released movie for children. 
 
Not every unit from the parade 
could be captured on film and 
published in the recent coverage of 
the festival and parade by 
HardisonInk.com; however, thanks 
to Gerry Jesk and Marcia Pollock, 
the church’s many fantastic float-
builders are recognized for their 
award-winning creation here and 
now. 
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