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State Attorney William Cervone 

chooses against 

running for reelection in 2020 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 4, 2019 at 8:29 a.m. 

     GAINESVILLE -- William "Bill" Cervone, the man who has served as the state attorney for 

the Eighth Judicial Circuit of Florida for 20 years, announced last Thursday (Oct. 31) his choice 

not to seek office for another four-year term. 

     The Eighth Judicial Circuit of Florida includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and 

Union counties. There are 20 different judicial circuits in this state. 

     Making the announcement in his November monthly column for the Eighth Judicial Circuit 

Bar Association newsletter, which was published Oct. 31, as well as telling his staff on the same 

day, the 70-year-old prosecutor reminded readers there are still 14 months remaining in his 

current term of office. 

     During the next year-plus, the leader of the state's team of prosecutors who attempt to prove 

beyond reasonable doubt that individuals suspected or crimes, and brought to justice by law 

enforcement agents are guilty as charged, will continue as he has for the previous couple of 

decades in that position. 

     "I have decided that I will not run for re-election next year," Cervone noted in an Oct. 31 

email that went to all recipients in his officewide email list. "Over 20 years as the elected State 

Attorney and over 40 years as a prosecutor with this office are enough. I will be here until early 

January of 2021 when my current term expires. 

     "Until then nothing changes in terms of what I will be doing or my expectations regarding 

what you will be doing," he noted in the email. "Please do not waste time or energy worrying 

over the future. This office and what we do is bigger than any of us and I am confident that 

everything will be fine." 

     Following is his column for the local bar association newsletter. 

 

By William Cervone 

     It turns out that the Bible and Kenny Rogers have some things in common, at least 

thematically. Most everyone knows that among the many wisdoms contained in the Bible is the 

instruction that to everything there is a season. Kenny Rogers phrased it differently but he made 

the same point with lyrics noting that there's a time to hold 'em and a time to fold 'em, adding, 

the admonishment that it's important to know when to do both. For me, I've always thought that 

it was good to have a sense of timing, and maybe more importantly, that timing is much if not 

everything in life. To use one example, the athlete who doesn't know when he can no longer 

compete risks tarnishing his past achievements. Better to graciously exit stage right of your own 

accord than to get the hook.  

     And so, the time has come for me to announce that I will not run for re-election in 2020. To 

some of you this may come as a surprise. To most it should not. Last month, October, I turned 

70 years of age. Candidly, I never imagined that milestone actually coming to pass and while I 

am fortunate, as best I know, to have far better health than many might at that age it's still a 

reality with all it implies. At the end of 2020 I will have served as the elected State Attorney for 
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20 years. I will have worked as a prosecutor for something over 40 years. I never set out to do 

either and have been blessed beyond measure with the opportunity to have, I hope, positively 

impacted the lives of our communities and many individuals. But it is time to move on. 

     There are too many of you who have helped me along the way for me to ever try to thank you 

all individually. Surely, I would miss as many as I managed to mention. Rather than try that, I 

hope that this will in some small measure serve to reach out and express the deep appreciation I 

have for each of you, no matter our respective roles or positions, for your part in my life. I've 

always looked upon life as a path that extends beyond the horizon, along the way intersecting 

the paths of others. Some of our paths touch tangentially, others combine for some time and 

duration, and still others intertwine forever. Regardless of which it may be we are the sum of 

each path we might merge with, no matter how briefly. You have all enriched me in some way, 

and for each of you I am grateful. 

     This is hardly “goodbye,” as I have fully 14 months remaining in my term, during which I will 

be doing as I have for over 40 years. Nor is it some kind of set up for a victory or retirement tour 

of some sort across the circuit. I don't need or intend that, nor do any of you need to react or 

respond. In fact, I'm comfortable that you don't as that would all be quite bittersweet. Whatever 

assessment of my tenure may come will best be done with the perspective of time anyhow. 

Rather, I am sharing this now simply because I know all about the speculation regarding my 

plans, and at least my staff needs and deserves to know my plans as that may affect theirs. I am 

confident that my office will continue to move forward, building upon the legacy of those who 

preceded me and through my years into the future. But that is another discussion for another 

day. 

     For today, this and a thank you for your part in having allowed me to serve our citizens for so 

many years will suffice. 


