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Clay Landing Days succeeds; 

Living history draws crowd to park 

 

 
The covered wagon sits parked this year. For many years, this and a flatbed 
trailer were used to take people to see an offsite replica of a Native 
American village. There is a cutout for children to pose their faces in to be 
photographed as if they are a park ranger. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 30, 2019 at 5:09 p.m. 
     MANATEE SPRINGS STATE PARK -- Volunteers and staff at Manatee Springs 
State Park provided another fun and educational event on Friday (Nov. 29) and 
Saturday (Nov. 30) at the state park. 
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Shannon Slaughter of Brooksville wears 1800s clothes and speaks with 
visitors about the methods for preserving eggs from that time about 300 
years ago. This is her second year as a reenactor settler at Clay Landing 
Days. 
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Matt Milnes of Tarpon Springs and Levin Slaughter of Brooksville sit next 
to a fire as they cook rabbit on a spit over a campfire. These two reenactors 
shared lots of information with visitors about live in the mid-1800s of 
North Florida. 
 

 
This is a close-up view of the rabbit-ranch raised rabbit being cooked. In the 
1800s, wild rabbits were eaten. This is a fresh one from a bunny farm. 
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A longtime reenactor -- Heather Burney of Zephyrhills -- is seen here as a 
Seminole from 1830. She is serving cake that was made while being cooked 
inside a pumpkin. Burney shared this treat with any visitor who was 
interested in tasting it. She has been reenacting for at least two decades 
now. 
 
 
(from left) 
Harvard Burney, 
69, Laney Burney, 
68, and their 
grandson Taj 
Smith, 16, are 
seen at the 
event. The Burney 
couple are 
reenactors who 
are representing 
1830s Seminoles. 
This couple has 
been reenacting 
since 1996, and 
they are well-
known for people 
who have been to 
Clay Landing Days over the past decades. They provide visitors with a 
wealth of information. 
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     Clay Landing Days a living history event that is a time-honored tradition. This festive 
occasion gives history buffs and reenactors a chance to share some of the cultural 
heritage of the early to mid-1800s in Levy County. 
     Each year, the event is different to varying degrees. This year, the option for a ride in 
a covered wagon pulled by a pickup truck with a person sharing insight about the park 
was not available. 
     Some of the settler reenactors moved to Connecticut and the visit via the covered 
wagon or a flatbed trailer to take people from the main area – about two miles into the 
woods at a location where there is a part of a Seminole or Creek Indian village 
reenactment has been established in the past was not available. 
 

 
Parks Manager Mebane Cory-Ogden (left) and Park Services Specialist 
Bryan Summerlin are among the Florida Parks Services staff who were on 
hand to help people enjoy their day in the park on Saturday. The parks 
manager is in charge of three state parks in Levy County – Manatee Springs, 
Fanning Springs, and the Nature Coast State Trail. She commended 
Summerlin on his first event at Manatee Springs State Park. Summerlin 
said he is happy to see people enjoying state parks. 
 
     The hour-long tours of yesteryear may return next year, said Park Services Specialist 
Bryan Summerlin. This Florida State Parks employee has been helping people since 
2018. Another state parks person, Parks Manager Mebane Cory-Ogden, has been 
serving the visitors of Florida parks since 2003. 
     She is the manager for the Manatee Springs State Park, the Fanning Springs State 
Park and the Nature Coast State Trail (park) in Levy County. Manager Cory-Ogden said 
she is pleased with Specialist Summerlin's success with his first event at Manatee 
Springs State Park. 
     While the off-site village was not active, a visit to the area just off of the parking lot 
showed people some aspects of how Native Americans of the 1800s would have lived in 
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this part of Florida. 
     There were a few "settlers" reenactors at the ready, too, to share a lot of information 
about that time period in this part of Florida. 
     The focus during this event is on the history of Clay Landing and the part of Florida 
that became Manatee Springs State Park. 
     The first Clay Landing Day was in 1981, which makes this year’s event the 38th year 
since then. The very first of these events was at night. 
     Park Specialist Summerlin was among the park staff who assured that a good time 
was had by all. 
     The Friends of Manatee Springs State Park and Fanning Springs State Park, and the 
Nature Coast State Trail 
     The Friends of Manatee Springs State Park manned a booth that included 
applications for people who want to help the park by volunteering time or donating 
money or both. 
    This group is a Citizen Support Organizations (CSO). This CSO helps maintain the 
Covered Wagon used to take people through the woods on the ranger-guided tours. 
     It does all sorts of things to help the park, including in October of 2018, buying two 
Gravely mowers with side outlet blowers to help keep the Nature Coast State Trail clear 
through Levy County. 
     The Friends of Manatee Springs State Park is led by President Tom Andreson, Vice 
President Paige Brookins, Treasurer Lewrissa Mainwaring and interim Treasurer Ashley 
Andreson. 
     Starting in January, this Friends group is scheduled to meet each third Tuesday of the 
month, starting at 6 p.m., in the Conference Room at Fanning Springs State Park. 
Interested people are invited to come to the meeting and think about joining for $15 a 
year. 
     As for Manatee Springs State Park. there are about 8.5 miles of trails in the park, and 
all but 1.5 miles of the trails are open for hikers to enjoy. The little bit of trail that is 
closed is for service vehicles that are used by park staff. 
      A map is available at the ranger station entrance to the park that shows the trails. 
There are signs along the trails to draw attention to different plants and artifacts along 
the way. 
     Swimming is possible in the springs. And there is a wonderful boardwalk to take out 
to the Suwannee River. 
     Saturday, the second and final 2019 Clay Landing Days day, was a perfect day to be in 
the park. The weather was delightful and everyone was friendly and happy. 
     There was no extra fee to enjoy visiting with the reenactors and historians at Clay 
Landing Days. Most of the people helping make this event a success and assisting so that 
visitors had fun while they were learning history are volunteers. 
     The Clay Landing Days event is covered by the fee to enter Manatee State Park, which 
is $6 per vehicle with a maximum limit of eight people per vehicle. It is only $4 for a 
single-occupant vehicle to enter the park. The fee is $2 for pedestrians, bicyclists, extra 
passengers, and for passengers in a vehicle with the holder of an annual individual 
entrance pass. 
     In the past, there have been items available for purchase from vendors – such as 
honey, honey-based peanut brittle, kettle corn, beef jerky, handmade wooden furniture 
and other items. 
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     Seminole Indians and Creek Indians were both simultaneously represented by 
portrayers and narrators at previous Clay Landing Days. They dressed in period attire of 
the 1830s. Florida became a state in 1845. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/o6bMLXVPV34 
In this 2016 video, a baby armadillo is seen soon after crossing the main 
thoroughfare of Manatee Springs State Park from 2016. HardisonInk.com 
marks its 10th Anniversary on Feb. 1, 2020, and has covered this 
annual event several times. In this video, A car passes by soon after the little 
critter is safely on its way into the woods. There are many deer, armadillos 
and other animals able to be seen in the park. And in the winter, sometimes 
on cold mornings if the water level of the Suwannee River and Manatee 
Spring is high enough, manatees come to the spring for the water that is 
warmer than then river water. 

Click HERE to see the 2015 Clay Landing Days coverage. Other years can be 
found in the archives. 

 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/11-27-15-hardisonink-com-clay-landing-days-wraps-up-saturday.pdf

