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Seafood festival grows; 

Legacies are formed 
 

 
Brett Mueller and Jennell Mueller are among the people cooking and selling 
at OMG! Pretzel Bites. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 26, 2019 at 11:09 a.m. 
     YANKEETOWN -- The 38th Annual Yankeetown Seafood, Art and Crafts Festival 
on Sunday (Nov. 24) heralded the second day of that two-day festival this year, and the 
event has grown. 
     There was even a portable ATM available for use again this year. 
     This annual two-day festival is a fundraiser for the Inglis-Yankeetown Lions Club. 
     Meanwhile, legacies continue building there and beyond. 
     “Take me down to Yankeetown -- where the seafood and artists surely abound,” one 
seafood, art and crafts lover sang as he guided a vehicle west on Levy County Road 40 
through Inglis that Sunday. 
     Scores and scores of people converged on Yankeetown -- one of the southwestern 
municipalities in Levy County on Saturday and Sunday (Nov. 23 and 24), as the Inglis-
Yankeetown Lions Club hosted its 38th Annual Yankeetown Art, Craft & Seafood 
Festival. 
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CULINARY ARTS 

     As always, there was a complete assortment of seafood. 
     Lobster rolls, lobster bisque, shrimp, coconut shrimp on a stick, Cajun gator on a 
stick, lobster quesadilla, fish, clam chowder, clams, oysters, softshell crab, calamari, frog 
legs and other seafood items were easily found. 
    The range of different kinds of food beyond the treats from oceans, rivers and lakes 
was awesome. Hotdogs, corndogs, hamburgers, French fries, deep-fried Oreos, funnel 
cake, beef jerky, gyros, pretzel bites and many other delectable treats were there to be 
bought. 
     For people who have visited the mall of old in Crystal River years ago, those delicious 
pretzel bites have gone mobile. 
     The name on this food vehicle is “OMG! Pretzel Bites.” 
     Brett Mueller and Jennell Mueller are among the people who were cooking and 
selling bites there on Sunday. 
     His father, the late John Siegel, who passed away in 2018, used to serve Working Cow 
ice cream, as well as these amazing pretzels in the mall years ago. 
     Now Mueller takes the treats on the road. And so, this legacy continues. 

 

 
James Fink holds a pack of Levi’s Smoked Jerky. This particular flavor is 
Sizzling St. Petersburg. 
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     Another legacy-making entrepreneur of the many that lined Riverside Drive on 
Sunday is James Fink, 42 of Port Richey (Pasco County). 
     His company is Levi’s Smoked Jerky. He named the company after his daughter Levi 
Fink, who is turning 6 years old soon. 
     “It’s just like Dave Thomas did,” Fink said, making reference to Wendy’s Hamburgers 
being named after Thomas’ daughter. 
     His smoked jerky is said to be “Florida’s Best” and “Always Fresh.” 
     The packets of jerky are named after Florida cities – Sizzling St. Petersburg; Straight 
Up St. Augustine; Sweet Sarasota; Original Oldsmar; and Hot Homosassa. On the back 
of each packet are fun facts about the various cities. 
 

 
One of several outlets to buy lemonade at the festival is seen here, next to 
one of the many places to purchase shrimp. 
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This photo shows coconut shrimp (Left) next to Cajun gator bites on a stick 
(center) and French fries. This is from the vendor – Bite Me Baby, out of 
Pennsylvania. 
 

 
Shrimp can be seen close-up from some vendors. 
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The Florida Forest Service had people available to speak about one of the 
state’s great natural resources – trees. 
 
 
Amanda Sheehy (left) of the University of Florida’s School of Veterinarian 

Sciences staff 
holds a 
dolphin’s skull 
as UF 
sophomore 
Hannah Henry 
of Orlando joins 
her. The young 
ladies were 
teaching the 
general public 
about marine 
creatures as 
well as speaking 
about the 
university’s 
program to help 
stranded 
marine 
animals. 
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This set of art for sale was among the first place winners at the festival this 
year. 
 

 
This performing artist played an acoustic guitar and sang for tips, which 
could be placed or thrown in his open guitar carrying case. 
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FINE ARTS 
     Original oil paintings, watercolors, acrylics, sculptures in clay and other mediums 
were inviting to patrons of the arts. 
 

CRAFTS 
     Crafts from many mediums were shown and sold. 
     Woodworking forms covered a complete gambit from handmade furniture, through 
small wooden signs and driftwood crafted into art. 
     There were leather purses, leather belts and other forms of leather-based crafts. 
     An assortment of glass crafts invited people to buy things to bring home. 
     The range of jewelry formats of crafts was relatively extensive as well. 
 

 
Victor Heath, 68, of Fanning Springs was at the festival – selling his 
handmade knives. 
 

BOOK SALES 
(from left) Friends 
of the A.F. Knotts 
Public Library 
Treasurer Lisa 
Crawley, Secretary 
Corbe Feeney, Vice 
President Dianne 
Fineout and 
shoppers Angela 
Lopez and Joe 
Lopez of Citrus 
County are seen 
here. 
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     The Annual Fall Book Sale by the Friends of the A.F. Knotts Public Library was 
another fun attraction for shoppers. 
     The Friends of the A.F. Knotts Public Library were located on the north side of 
Riverside Drive between 61st and 62nd Streets during the festival. 
     A wide selection of bound books, paperbacks, audio books, VHS tapes and DVDs 
were available. 

CHARITABLE CAUSES 
     In addition to the Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve, there were other 
charitable causes. 
     Of course, there were the Inglis-Yankeetown Lions Club members and guests. 
     As noted, there were the Friends of the A.F. Knotts Public Library. 
     The Inglis-Yankeetown Woman’s Club was active at the clubhouse and at its thrift 
shop. 
     And there were a number of other non-profit groups present. A couple of the 
organizations have “friends” in the name, and this festival included a lot of friendly 
people. A good time was had by all. 

 


