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Ducks wait... 
for tidal flow before racing 

 
The ‘test duck’ slashes down after being launched by a hand-toss of Jeff Hall 
(in red at right in photo), a member of the Friends of the Withlacoochee 
Gulf Preserve. This is the telltale duck that served as a gauge for 
Withlacoochee River flow. The river was at a standstill for about 30 
minutes, and at a relatively inopportune time for duck racing enthusiasts. 
In this photo, that splashdown is on the left just above the ‘H’ of the 
watermark over the photo. 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison 
 
Story By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 26, 2019 at 11:09 a.m. 
Photos By Jeff Bernstein and Jeff Hardison 
     YANKEETOWN -- The projected starting time of high noon for the Withlacoochee 
Gulf Preserve (WGP) Annual Rubber Duck Race became a fluid matter during the 
Yankeetown Seafood Festival on the Withlacoochee River on Sunday (Nov. 24), 
happening at least 30 minutes after projected launch time. 
     Just as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration sometimes must delay a 
countdown, so too did the Friends of the WGP become forced to stall the race of little, 
yellow ducks on the river that fateful Sunday. 
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(from left) Jeff Hall, Ann Sayward and Mike Sayward man the pontoon boat 
from whence the ducks would be launched. In the photo further down this 
page, Ann Sayward is seen in action with duck-launching duties. There was 
a big force of members of the Friends of the WGP and of the Lions Club who 
helped in this duck race. 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison 
 

 
Three of the first duck-wranglers float in the Withlacoochee River at 
Yankeetown. These volunteers may have thought the duck race would begin 
at noon on Sunday, however the tide was not right for river movement. 
There was a breeze, but perhaps not enough to move the ducks in a race-like 
fashion for at least 30 minutes on Sunday from noon to at least 12:30 p.m. 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison 
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     The Withlacoochee River flows toward the Gulf of Mexico and it flows away from the 
Gulf to some degree depending on the tides. 
     Interestingly, on Saturday night (Nov. 23), there was a bit of a tidal flood, where the 
water went a wee bit above the "normal" high water mark, as evidenced by leaves left at 
certain spots on the shoreline. 
     A "test duck" was tossed into the river around noon on Sunday. The duck did not go 
left. The duck did not go right. It did not go. By 12:30 p.m. there was some relatively 
insignificant movement toward the Gulf. 
     By 12:35 p.m. on Sunday, one journalist noted the scheduled duck launch was too far 
beyond time allocated for that coverage. 
     Nevertheless, Jeff Bernstein, a member of the Friends of the WGP, agreed to provide 
photos and information to wrap up the story of this year’s duck race, to help the causes 
and missions completed by one member of the free press of the United States of 
America, who needed to move on to other duties. 
 

 
Duck wranglers at work are Kent Gardner (duck hat), and Sue Pratt 
(background). 
Photo By Jeff Bernstein 
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Ducks are placed in the river from the boat. 
Photo By Jeff Bernstein 
 
 
Jeff Bernstein is 
seen with the 
megaphone used 
for public 
address at the 
race. 
Photo Courtesy of 
Jeff Bernstein 
(Provided by 
request of Jeff M. 
Hardison, who 
requested that 
Corbe Feeney see 
that this photo 
landed in a 
certain email 
address.  
Thanks Corbe! 
You and Jeff B. 
are the best.) 
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Four lazy ducks 
taking a siesta 
during the 2019 
duck race. 
Photo By Jeff 
Bernstein 
 
 
     The race is 
decided by the first 
and last duck to 
cross the finish line. 
All of the ducks 
have numbers on 
them. Thoughtful 
donors who want to 
contribute to the 
welfare of the WGP, 

buy one or more ducks to be in the race. 
     The First Place winner this year was Susan Steinhorst. She received the $200 prize. 
     The Last Place winner this year was Steve Schuemann. He received the $50 prize. 
     The annual duck race is a major source of funding for the WGP. 

 

 

 

Ducks race on 
the 
Withlacoochee 
River as they 
help the Friends 
of the WGP. 
Photo By Jeff 
Bernstein 


