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Democratic gala fills Cedar Key 
Community Center to the max 

 
State Rep. Anna V. Eskamani (D-Orlando, Dist. 47) speaks to the 
Democrats during the Blue Horizons Gala in Cedar Key late Saturday 
afternoon and early in the evening. The Orlando native became the first 
Iranian-American elected to any public office in Florida. The daughter of 
working-class immigrants from Iran said it is vital to encourage young 
people to be active in politics. Her major priorities include (but are not 
limited to) addressing climate change; increased funding for arts and 
culture; protecting public education from privatization takeover; and 
securing equality for all people, including equal pay for women who do the 
same work as men. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 24, 2019 at 7:19 p.m. 
     CEDAR KEY -- The Blue Horizons Gala, the first planned fundraising event for the 
recently reorganized Levy County Democratic Party, packed the Cedar Key Community 
Center on Saturday (Nov. 23). 
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There were so many Democrats at this sold-out fundraiser that people were 
shoulder-to-shoulder, and elbow-to-elbow as they approached the buffet-
style seafood and chicken dinner catered by The Island Room. While there 
was not much space between people, at times making it difficult to even bid 
on the silent auction items, everyone was friendly and polite. Every single 
seat had a person in it. 
 

 
Among the many distinguished guests at the event are Levy County 
Democratic Women’s Club President Stacey Peters (left) and First Vice 
Chair of the Florida Democratic Party Judy Mount. Peters is also the Levy 
County Democratic Party State Committeewoman, and a leader in the Levy 
County Democratic Executive Committee. 
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Among the 2020 candidates at the event in Cedar Key is Cynthia Dela Rosa 
of Ocala (left), who is a Democrat seeking election to the Florida House of 
Representatives (District 23). Standing next to Dela Rosa is First Vice Chair 
of the Florida Democratic Party Judy Mount. Rep. Stan McClain (R-Ocala) 
is the incumbent, who is currently listed as the other candidate in the race 
so far in the District 23 race for Florida House, according to the Florida 
Secretary of State. Cedar Key is in District 22 of the Florida House. Dela 
Rosa is among the Democrats from Marion County who came to show 
support for Levy County Democrats. Democrats from Alachua, Citrus, 
Volusia, Orange and other Florida counties, and people from other states 
came to the event to show support for Levy County Democrats as well. 
 
 

 

Second Vice 
President of the 
Democratic Women’s 
Club of Florida 
Danielle Neetz is seen 
at the event. She also 
is extremely active in 
the Democratic Party 
of Volusia County. 
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Drollene Brown of Marion County is among the octogenarians in the 
audience. Formerly from the Williston area of Levy County, Brown is 
known for her peaceful, polite and civilized political activism, especially 
with the Citizens for an Engaged Electorate. 
 

 
Performing with an astounding set of songs at the Blue Horizons Gala are 
(from left) Larry Thompson on drums, Robbie Blake on keyboards and lead 
vocal, Ali Che Ree on lead guitar and Dotti Leichner on bass. 
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Bob Leichner, renowned drummer and equally famous sound system setup 
professional, is seen offstage from the band of the night. 
 

 
Florida Democratic Party Director of Voter Protection Brandon Peters (left) 
stands with Levy County Democratic Party Chair Gussie Boatwright. Peters, 
a Florida native, earned his undergraduate degree from Princeton 
University, where he graduated with honors from the Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International Affairs. Boatright graduated Bethune 
Cookman University (Cuma Sum Laude). She retired as manager of security 
operations from UF Health, where she had worked for 43 years. 
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Beverly R. McCallum is the first Democrat to register as an intended 
candidate to replace outgoing Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney 
William Cervone is seen at the Blue Horizons Gala. Brian Stuart Kramer is 
the first Republican to note his intention to seek election to that honorable 
office. 

 
At home in Cedar Key are (from left) Amy Gernhardt, a renowned potter, 
Cedar Key Mayor Heath Davis and Cedar Key Vice Mayor Sue Colson. City 
Commissioner Susan Rosenthal is another of the city’s leaders who was at 
the event, as was Cedar Key Water and Sewer District Board Chair Stephen 
Rosenthal, and many other Cedar Key Democrats. 
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Among the many 
photographers at 
this gala was 
Cornelius Clayton of 
Melrose. (Melrose is 
an unincorporated 
community in 
Alachua, Bradford, 
Clay, and Putnam 
counties.) 
 
     The Inaugural Blue 
Horizons Gala promises 
to become an annual 
event. This first one was 
sold out. Although some people call it the “first annual,” Associated Press and other style 
shows an event gains the title “annual” from the “third” and thereafter. 
     This gala was an afternoon affair that was filled with entertainment, silent auctions 
and inspiring messages from distinguished members of the Florida Democratic Party, 
including the keynote speaker – State Rep. Anna V. Eskamani (D-Orlando, Dist. 47). 
     Other moving speakers for Democrats at this gathering were First Vice Chair of the 
Florida Democratic Party (and member of the Democratic National Committee) Judy 
Mount; Levy County Democratic Party Chair Gussie Boatright; Levy County Democratic 
Women’s Club President Stacey Peters; Levy County Democratic Party Chair Gussie 
Boatwright and Florida Democratic Party Director of Voter Protection Brandon Peters. 
     Tickets for the gala cost $50 per person. Other donations were accepted through the 
silent auction, which resulted in successful bidders going home with several spiffy items. 
     Money generated from the Blue Horizons Gala is scheduled to be used to support 
communications with Democrats in Levy County; to assist Democrats running for office 
representing Levy County; to support Democrats participation in community events that 
promote the Democratic Party; to fund Get Out The Vote drive (GOTV) in Levy County 
and to encourage Democratic voter participation in all upcoming elections. 
     Other messages throughout the gala were urging for voters to use the vote by mail 
method, and for Democrats to offer transportation to the Bronson office of the Levy 
County Supervisor of Elections for Democrats who lack transport during the early 
election periods for the primaries and the general election. 
     The Levy County Democratic Party intends to be among the determining forces in 
turning Florida blue, according to information shared by Levy County Democrats. 

  


