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Chiefland loses regional FHSAA 
heartbreaker 32-27; 
Tri-County Area high schools are out of FHSAA State 
Championship 

 
Levi Warmack finds running room with help from his big blockers. 
 
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Nov. 24, 2019 at 9:09 a.m. 
     PAHOKEE -- The Chiefland High School Indians Varsity Football Team lost 32-27 
Friday night (Nov. 22) to the Pahokee High School Blue Devils in a regional Class 1A 
championship that was decided when a Chiefland pass was stripped from the receiver 
and recovered by Pahokee in the final two minutes. 
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Zach Hall is open in the end zone for a touchdown reception. 
 
 
 

 

Chiefland 
quarterback 
Ty Corbin 
hands off to 
Junior 
Brown as   
‘aj’ Arthur 
Lee (#5) 
runs a fake 
around the 
end. 
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Jarrett Jerrels waits on the sideline to hoist Ty Corbin in the air after 
Corbin's 55-yard touchdown run. 
 

 
‘aj’ Arthur Lee, a speedster for Chiefland, waits for a block and runs for a 
first down. 
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Levy County Sheriff's Office Resource Officer Wilbur Wells and Sgt. Max 
Long, both of the LCSO Community Relations Division, text live game 
updates from the sideline to friends and colleagues. LCSO deputies texting 
live highlights of a game is a 21st Century thing. 
 

 
Chiefland Indians Head Varsity Football Coach John Palmer gives his team 
parting comments after the game. 
 
     This loss removes all Tri-County Area high schools from the Florida High School 
Athletic Association championship games for Class 1A football this year. 
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     Chiefland was within eight yards of the Pahokee end zone and driving when the Blue 
Devils, known for their ability to force turnovers, escaped a potential loss by blindsiding 
receiver Zach Hall and stripping the ball from his hands before he could turn and run 
for the end zone. 
     Pahokee ran out the clock. 
     The heartbroken Chiefland players, who had come from behind to take the lead late 
in the game with two big touchdown plays only to see victory slip through their fingers, 
were given a hero’s welcome by Chiefland fans as they walked off the field after a 
bruising battle with Pahokee. 
     Chiefland fans formed a human corridor stretching from the locker room entrance to 
the field. They gave team members continuous applause and pats on the back for their 
efforts on the field. 
     One Pahokee fan commented after the game as she walked with her husband and 
children to the parking lot, “That game was a real dog fight.” 
     There were injuries to players on both teams. In Pahokee’s final defense of its end 
zone, one of its players appeared to have suffered a head injury. He was helped off the 
field by two coaches. One Chiefland player was knocked out of the game with an arm 
injury. The starting Pahokee quarterback limped off the field at one point in the second 
half. 
     Chiefland finished its regular season and the playoffs with an 8-5 record. Pahokee 
finished 6-5 with the win over Chiefland. Pahokee will advance to the final four in the 
FHSAA Class 1A Championship for 2019 Football. 
     The Indians traveled 490 miles back and forth, to and from, Pahokee despite having a 
better win-loss record than the Blue Devils. Chiefland finished this season like the last 
one with a loss in the regional championship on the road. Last year they lost to the 
Madison County Cowboys in the regional championship. 
     Indians Head Varsity Football Coach John Palmer said his team never stopped 
battling. 
     “They really are mentally tough. They fight to the end. That’s why it’s so bad. They 
put so much in it from the weight room to the off season,” Palmer said. 
     Palmer said they viewed game films in preparation for the championship and were 
aware Pahokee players were well schooled in the art of stripping the ball from runners 
and receivers. 
     “Everything we saw, they caused a lot of fumbles and turnovers. They worked at it 
and they played really well,” Palmer said. 
     He said Pahokee capitalized on momentum swings “and the Pahokee fans really got 
into it a couple of times.” 
     “You got to execute perfectly down the stretch like we did last week. We had some 
turnovers that wound up taking plays away from us,” Palmer said. 
     But Palmer said he was extremely proud of the players. He said they played hard. 
They refused to fold their cards and go home when Pahokee took a big lead. They 
continued to fight. 
     “They love each other. It’s just been wonderful working with these guys,” Palmer said. 
     In his post-game comments, Assistant Coach Adam Gore praised the players for 
building a Chiefland legacy. 
     “I love you guys. I’m proud of you all. You changed Chiefland football. That’s what 
you did. It wasn’t easy but you were up for the challenge. The legacy you left is 
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something special. You left your mark. We talked about leaving a legacy. You left a 
legacy. You young guys got big shoes to fill, but who we are and what we built, we 
fought, we fought like hell,” Gore said. 
     Chiefland players and coaches arrived at the stadium about two hours early and 
received a welcoming gift from the Pahokee faithful – ear-splitting music that was so 
loud it was impossible to carry on a conversation on the Chiefland side of the field 
without speaking loudly to the person next to you. The music was turned down after 
FHSAA game officials arrived and Chiefland fans began taking their seats. 
     The police presence at the stadium was considerable for a small-town game. Pahokee 
police made their presence known with marked cars patrolling the parking lot and a 
cluster of police officers standing near the front gate and walking around the edge of the 
field. After the game, city police drove around the parking lot using public address 
systems to encourage fans to go home and not loiter. They were trying to avoid fights, 
law enforcement said. 
     Pahokee scored first. The Blue Devils capitalized on a Chiefland fumble at the 2-yard 
line and drove the ball 96 yards to score on a run by Alvin Dean. The extra point was 
good. 
     Chiefland answered when Jarrett Jerrels intercepted a Pahokee pass and returned it 
to the Blue Devils’ 1-yard line. Quarterback Ty Corbin scored on sneak. The two-point 
conversion run was fumbled. 
     On their next possession, Pahokee drove 48 yards to score on a 39-yard pass. The 
two-point conversion pass failed with 11:01 left in the first second quarter. 
     Chiefland took the lead with 9:20 left in the second quarter after driving nearly 80 
yards and scoring on a halfback pass from "aj" Arthur Lee to Hall. Dylan Cochran kicked 
the extra point to give Chiefland a 14-13 lead. 
     Pahokee was unable to move the ball on its next possession, but the Blue Devils 
scored on defense when Blue Devil defender picked up a loose ball and returned it for a 
score. The two-point conversion run failed. Pahokee led 19-13 with 8:14 left in the half. 
     Chiefland was unable to move the ball. The Blue Devils scored again with 6:15 left in 
the half when Johnny Jones returned a Chiefland punt 50 yards for a touchdown. Jones 
performed a forward flip as he entered end zone and was flagged for a celebration 
penalty. The extra point was good. Pahokee led 26-13. 
     Chiefland’s final drive of the first half ended with an interception. 
     Pahokee fumbled a punt return on its opening possession of the third quarter, but 
Chiefland was unable to convert the turnover to points. Three possessions later, Corbin 
sprinted 55 yards from his quarterback position for a touchdown. Dylan Cochran added 
the extra point.  The touchdown narrowed Pahokee’s lead to 26-20. 
     Chiefland scored two minutes later when Sedrik Moultrie intercepted a Pahokee pass 
and returned the pick up 40 yards for a touchdown. Cochran kicked the extra point and 
Chiefland took a 27-26 lead with 3:29 left in the third quarter. 
     Pahokee drove 60 yards on its next possession to score on a 4-yard run by Jermaine 
Roberson. The two-point conversion passed failed. Pahokee took back the lead 32-27 as 
the game entered the fourth quarter. 
     The Indians final drive of the night started with 45.6 seconds left on the game clock. 
Chiefland managed to move the ball from its own 30 to the 8-yard line of the Blue Devils 
before the Indians’ final pass of the night was fumbled and Pahokee recovered. 


