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Levy County 4-H hosts the 2019 Tropicana 

Public Speaking Contest 

 
Bronson Middle in its first appearance in several years swept the upper level 

divisions in this year’s competition. Pictured (from left) are Levy County 4-H Agent 

Genevieve Mendoza, Bethany LaLonde (7/8th grade division winner), Carson 

Meeks (6th grade division winner) and Aliana Hallman (4/5th grade division 

winner). 
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     BRONSON – On Thursday (Nov. 21), Levy County 4-H in partnership with Tropicana 

hosted the county competition for the 4-H / Tropicana Public Speaking Program. 

     Top winners from around the county came together to shine as they wowed the judges while 

presenting their speeches. In order to advance to the county competition, each winner must earn 

a top spot at the classroom, grade, and school divisions before advancing to the final round 

within the county. A district competition is set for Saturday, May 2, in Bell. 

     This year's event was a success with eight schools represented and around 1,200 youth 

participants vying for a spot to compete at the county competition. The county competition 

consists of three grade divisions: 4th/5th Grade, 6th Grade, and 7th/8th Grade. Each grade 

division earns a plaque and a full scholarship to attend Camp Cherry Lake in June. The division 

winners for this year are: 

     • 4th/5th Grade Division - Aliana Hallman, Chiefland Elementary, with a speech titled “Being 

the Baby of the Family” 

     • 6th Grade Division – Carson Meeks, Bronson Middle, with a speech titled “Why we Need 

the Second Amendment” 

     • 7th/8th Grade Division – Bethany LaLonde, Bronson Middle, with a speech titled “Bring 

Back Home Economics” 

     The Levy County 4-H / Tropicana Public Speaking Program has a longstanding tradition in 

the county that dates back to 1979. 

     While the program has evolved since then, one thing has stayed the same - strong support 

from the classroom and at home. True to form, this year was a banner year with over 100 people 

in attendance to show their support and listen to thirteen top-notch public speakers. 

     A special thanks to judges Emily King, Camille King-Thompson, Haley Koon and members 

from the UF Speech & Debate Team; to each of the school coordinators and especially to the 

administrators at Bronson Middle High School for hosting the county competition this year. 


