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History buffs attend program in Cedar Key 

 
Locally renowned singers Reggie Stacy and Anna Hodges prepare to sing 
the Star-Spangled Banner following the unveiling of USS Fort Henry replica 
at the Cedar Key Historical Society Museum. 
 
Story and Photos 
By C.L. Watson © Nov. 19, 2019 at 10:09 a.m. 
     CEDAR KEY – How does a 150-foot ferry transformed into gunboat earn the title 
“Terror of the Gulf” during the Civil War? 
     The answers to that question were part of a program Friday (Nov. 15) night on Cedar 
Key. 
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Gabriel Lauer, one of the younger 
Cedar Key Historical Society 
members, is dressed in periodic 
attire. Cedar Key Vice Mayor Sue 
Colson said she is pleased to see 
young individuals attend history-
oriented programs, and that they 
are the next generation of patrons 
for the historical society. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Members of the Cedar Key 
Historical Society in mid-
1800s attire danced and 
mingled with the attendees. 
Carol McQueen (at left) 
portrays Catharine Dorgan 
Hobday. Hobday was the 
Assistant Lighthouse Keeper 
at Seahorse Key Lighthouse 
Station from 1872-1879 where 
she died at 83 and was buried 
on the small cemetery on the 
island. 
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Steve Kingery with Crystal River Boat Builders, one of the builders of this 
model of the USS Fort Henry, talks about details on the replica. 
 
 

Reenactor Lew Zerfas 
portrays Commander 
Edward McCauly 
from the USS Fort 
Henry. 
 
     The “Terror of the 
Gulf” title possibly came 
from the armament that 
included two 9-inch 
smoothbore guns and 
four 32-pounder guns, a 
crew of approximately 90 
members, the size itself 
or impeccable 
leadership. 
      Smoothbore guns are 
capable firing a 150-
pound projectile for 
approximately two miles 
and would have been 
enough to scare settlers 
living along the coast. A 
large group of Union 
officers anchored 
offshore with the 
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capability of taking any supplies they wanted could have added to that thought. 
      A stern military groomed Commander Edward McCauly capturing multiple sloops 
and schooners during the few years assigned to the East Gulf Blocking Squadron surely 
contributed to the nickname as well. 
     Although the USS Fort Henry wasn’t originally built for war, the vessel became a 
successful blockade runner for Union forces.  
     The Crystal River Boat Builders paid homage in building a replica of the USS Fort 
Henry, and it is now on display at the Cedar Key Historical Society Museum.  A 
historical society members-only unveiling, merry making, music, presentation and 
refreshments filled the museum on Friday (Nov. 15). The exhibit was the first event for 
“The Historical Society Special Events Planning Committee.” 
     This event was successful thanks to private and business donors. 
     The USS Fort Henry is open for public viewing at the Cedar Key Historical Society 
Museum, 609 2nd Street, Cedar Key open Sunday through Friday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
     The USS Fort Henry (1862) was a steamer purchased by the Union Navy during the 
American Civil War. She was used by the Union Navy primarily as gunboat stationed off 
Confederate ports to prevent their trading with foreign countries, according to records. 
     The USS Fort Henry was purchased March 25, 1862 at New York City; and 
commissioned April 3, 1862, with acting Lt. J. C. Walsh in command, according to 
records. 
     Assigned to the Union Navy’s East Gulf Blockading Squadron, the USS Fort Henry 
arrived at Key West on June 2, 1862, for blockade duty in the vicinity of St. George 
Sound and the Cedar Keys, according to records. 
     The vessel had a storied career during the Civil War. She was decommissioned July 8, 
1865, and was sold Aug. 15, 1865, according to records. 


