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Bluegrass band helps Cedar Key School 

 
The Trinity River Band prepares to start their concert at Cedar Key School 
Auditorium on Friday night (Nov. 16). Seen her (from left) they are Mike 
Harris, Sarah Harris-Hall, Brianna Harris, Lisa Harris and Joshua Harris. 
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     CEDAR KEY -- Jim and Marci Wilcox again helped music education and Cedar Key 
School when they brought Trinity River Band to not only perform a fundraising concert 
for CKS, but the band performed for students. 
 

https://youtu.be/CuMnXF085KM 
In this video, the Trinity River Band performs its original song 
Heartstrings, which is also the name of one of the band’s albums. The band 
agreed to allow HardisonInk.com to republish their song here for the world 
to hear. 
Video by Jeff M. Hardison, All Copyrights Reserved 
 
     CKS students on Friday (Nov. 16) learned about bluegrass and heard from the 
multiple award-winning band that is grounded in Christian love and in family unity. 
     The Wilcox couple have successfully invited other professional musicians to benefit 
CKS in the past as well. 
     Jim Wilcox spoke to the audience before the concert, and mentioned that he is happy 
to see the band interacting with the students and to keep bluegrass music alive in the 
minds of the next generation. 
     As he opened the concert, Wilcox mentioned Trinity River Band is a family band and 
that he enjoys seeing the love between them as they perform music. 
     He said they are “super musicians” and “downright nice people, too.” 
     The Trinity River Band opened with the Eagle’s song Seven Bridges Road (Home 
Free).   
     They performed many original pieces, including the fourth song that night 
Heartstrings. 
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     They performed two sets with several songs. An intermission between the sets gave 
audience members a chance to visit the concession stand and help other CKS interests. 
     This Florida-based, nationally touring, award-winning family band provided a 
delightful bluegrass concert to listeners Friday night (Nov. 15). 
     Between the third and fourth song, Sarah Harris-Hall introduced the other band 
members, starting with her brother Joshua Harris. 
     Joshua can play banjo, guitar, bass, slide guitar, mandolin, fiddle, dulcimer and other 
instruments, Sarah said. He also provides vocals. He also serves as the sound man for 
the band, 
     Brianna Harris, who plays fiddle and provides vocals, is 17 years old, her sister said. 
She has been the fiddle player for the band since she was 11 years old. 
     Lisa Harris, the three siblings’ mother, is a former schoolteacher who now plays bass. 
During the introduction of her mother, Sarah Harris-Hall let the audience know that the 
band performs full-time as musicians, traveling all over. 
     “We love that,” she said. “We get to do music together as a family.” 
     Performing with her family is “the cherry on top” of the dessert of being able to 
perform music for a living. 
     “We are so blessed to have her as our mom,” Sarah said. “That is her most important, 
and the toughest job…” 
     Lisa Harris, mother-extraordinaire, keeps the family together and organized, as well 
as keeping the music together by being the bass-playing mamma who keeps the beat, 
Sarah said. 
     The siblings’ father Mike Harris is the one who got the band together, Sarah said. 
     “We grew up listening to our parents sing and play together,” Sarah said. “So, some 
say we came by it (musical talent) naturally. We believe God had a plan, even back then. 
When our parents met, they played music together and sang together.” 
     Her father started Sarah playing guitar, she said, when she was 12. He started each of 
the band members on their instruments, she said. 
     Joshua Harris introduced Sarah, who plays mandolin. He let the audience know she 
is the oldest of the three. He mentioned she got married and added a different last 
name. 
     “As you can tell,” Joshua said of Sarah, “she’s been blessed with an amazing voice and 
instrumental talent as well. “ 
     Sarah then introduced her grandmother Joyce Harris, who was sitting at the back of 
the auditorium. She noted her grandmother takes care of business as the chief executive 
officer. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Joyce Harris, Mike Harris' mother and grandmother of the three siblings, 
listens to the concert in Cedar Key on Friday night (Nov. 16). 
 
     When Mike Harris performed the fifth song, he said he was inspired to write it from 
his interaction with his late father Raymond Harris, the siblings’ paternal grandfather. 
     The crowd in the auditorium was a bit smaller than had been anticipated. Apparently, 
there was another event on the island that night. Nevertheless, Mike let everyone know 
the band likes performing for small audiences even more because it is an intimate 
setting, in contrast with bigger audiences. 
     A good time was had by all, and the people who were able to attend enjoyed being 
among the select that evening. 
     After the concert in Cedar Key, the tour schedule shows the band then went t0 
Lakewood United Methodist Church in Jacksonville on Sunday, Nov. 17, and onward 
from there to Cathead Creek Cowboy Church in Townsend, Georgia, on Nov. 24. 
     From there, the tour returns to Jacksonville, and then on to Winter Haven, 
Englewood, Plant City, and on to other Florida cities, and places in Georgia, Kentucky 
and Virginia through March 28, 2020, where the short version of the long tour shows 
the band in Glen Allen, Virginia, on that day in late March of next year. 


