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A&M Manufacturing cuts the ribbon at new location 

 
Partners (from left) A&M Manufacturing Marketing and Sales Manager 
Tory Brodahl, Chief Financial Officer and Chief Operating Officer Amy 
Brodahl, and Chief Executive Officer John Hemken stand in front of a 
prototype boat that promises to take the market of platform boats to a new 
point. Tory Brodahl said it’s too early to talk about this in any detail, but 
this boat has a wonderful future. 
 
Story and Photos 
(except one photo by Tory Brodahl) 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 17, 2019 at 2:19 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- A ribbon-cutting in Chiefland Thursday evening (Nov. 14) heralds a 
bright future for the city and for the company. 
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The A&M Team stands behind the uncut ribbon. 
 

 
Joined by Chiefland Chamber of Commerce leaders and others, the A&M 
Team stands behind the ribbon that is cut by Tory Brodahl, one of the three 
partners of the relocated business. 
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Tory Brodahl stands next to a prototype for a solar-powered oyster and 
clam boat that will be propelled through the water by twin electric motors. 
The company is moving forward with new and innovative ideas. Tory 
Brodahl even invented a head (toilet) that will provide users with privacy 
aboard some models of the platform pontoon boats. 
 

 
This is a view of a mother form showing 26-feet to where it ends at the 
boards in the distance. This mold is another 24-feet long beyond that point. 
Among the projects at A&M Manufacturing is the construction of a boat for 
research in Bimini that will include a 5-foot sphere for people to enter, and 
that sphere will be hydraulically lifted in and out of the water to and from 
the research vessel. 
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     A&M Manufacturing relocated from Dixie County, and the move has proved to be 
healthy for the boat-buying public, the local economy and for everyone -- because a high 
tide floats all the boats under it. 
     Nature Coast Business Development Council David J. Pieklik opened the program, 
which included the cutting of a ribbon brought by the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce. 
     A&M Manufacturing bought the former warehouse of Central Florida Electric 
Cooperative, just to the west of Hardee’s (fast-food hamburgers) in Chiefland. 
     “This is a huge win,” Pieklik said, “not just for Chiefland, not just for the community, 
but for the county and the region. You’re looking at some huge things coming down the 
road, or coming down the waterway, I guess, if you want to say it that way, in the near 
future.” 
     The Nature Coast Business Development Council, the Levy CO-County Board of 
County Commissioners and CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion are among the key 
partners who worked with A&M Manufacturing to bring this business to fruition in 
Chiefland, Pieklik said. 
     As the business development organization for Levy County, the Nature Coast 
Business Development Council wants to invest in the community, Pieklik said. While 
there are currently about 20 employees of A&M Manufacturing, Pieklik believes that 
within the next three years that workforce will grow to be more than 100 employees. 
     Pieklik presented the company with a check for $2,500 for it helping the local 
economy. 
 

 
Presenting and accepting the NCBDC check for $2,500 are (from left) Chief 
Financial Officer and Chief Operating Officer Amy Brodahl, A&M 
Manufacturing Marketing and Sales Manager Tory Brodahl, Chief Executive 
Officer John Hemken and Nature Coast Business Development Council 
David J. Pieklik. 
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     Accepting the check from NCBDC Executive Director Pieklik, who presented it on 
behalf of the NCBDC and the County Commission, were A&M Manufacturing Chief 
Executive Officer John Hemken, Chief Financial Officer and Chief Operating Officer 
Amy Brodahl and Marketing and Sales Manager Tory Brodahl. 
     CEO Hemken had all of the employees to raise their hands as he introduced them. 
     “This is the A&M crowd,” Hemken said. “So, give them a big round of applause.” 
     He said this venture would not have happened without all of the workers. 
     He then introduced Tory and Amy Brodahl, who he said are the best partners anyone 
could have. 
     He also introduced his wife of 30 years, Kathleen Hemken; and John Hemken 
introduced Glen Davis, the founder of A&M Manufacturing 29 years ago. 
     Tory Brodahl provided HardisonInk.com with a tour of the warehouse and provided 
information about the business that recently relocated from Dixie County to Chiefland. 
 

 
This boat with two slides going into the water is seen parked at the 
Chiefland manufacturing point. 
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Kathleen Hemken, John’s wife, and (in the background) Glen Davis, 
founder of A&M Manufacturing, are among the people at the check 
presentation and ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
 
 
Lead Laminator Lovie Fout stands behind a Summer Breeze hull, that is 
skinned-in and 
waiting for build. In 
the lamination part 
of the process, it is 
critical to not have 
one single bubble, 
because that single 
flaw leads to a leak 
and eventually the 
need for a new part, 
if not a whole new 
boat. She is among 
the lead workers, 
like Akeem 
Thompson, who is 
the chief of 
assembly, who are 
part of the complete 
A&M Team. 
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     Brodahl said the new facility has been fully operational since August. In those two-
plus months, the business has brought its production up to five to six boats a month. 
Since the move, the company has become even more efficient than before. 
     When Hemken and the Brodahls took over A&M Manufacturing, there were 20 
unfinished or unstarted boats in the works, Brodahl. Within a year, Amy Brodahl made 
sure those jobs were completed, her husband said. She honed the efficiency to make the 
company healthier. 
     Before partnering with Hemken to take over A&M and move it to Chiefland, the 
Brodahls provided the upholstery work for the boat builders. 
     The A&M team is a group of workers who create the parts and put them together. 
Akeem Thompson is the chief of assembly. He leads the building team. 
     Another leader on this strong and cohesive crew is Lead Laminator Lovie Fout. She 
has more than 20 years of experience with fiberglass. 
     Thursday evening was a great time for the economic and industrial development of 
Chiefland, Levy County and the region, just as NCBDC Executive Director Pieklik said, 
thanks to the work of the A&M Team and others.    


