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Madison Reynolds signs to play softball 
for Jacksonville University 
 

 
Mike and Lisa Reynolds stand with their daughter Madison ‘Maddie’ 
Reynolds in the Williston Middle High School Media Center on Thursday 
afternoon (Nov. 14), where and when she was honored during a ceremony, 
in which she signed a letter of commitment to play softball for the 
Jacksonville University Dolphins as part of a scholarship agreement. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 16, 2019 at 11:09 a.m. 
     WILLISTON – Madison Reynolds, a 17-year-old senior who is on this upcoming 
season’s Williston Middle High School Varsity Softball Team (#3) signed her letter of 
intent Thursday afternoon (Nov. 14) to play softball for Jacksonville University. 
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Maddie Reynolds holds the letter she signed as her parents Mike and Lisa 
Reynolds sits by her side. 
 

https://youtu.be/Oq3jFa8v8VE 
In this video, Madison Reynolds signs the letter of commitment. 
 
     After graduation from the WMHS Lady Red Devils, therefore as a result of the 
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Thursday afternoon (Nov. 14) event, Reynolds will be playing for the JU Dolphins. 
     Reynolds started her softball career at the age of 4 years old when she first played T-
ball with the Williston Youth Athletic Association, she told HardisonInk.com before the 
start of the event. 
 
 
WMHS Dean of Students Jim Smith opened the program to honor Reynolds 
Thursday afternoon (Nov. 14). 
 
     WMHS Dean of Students Jim Smith opened the program to honor Reynolds 
Thursday afternoon 
(Nov. 14) by saying 
“It’s always a great 
day when one of our 
athletes gets to 
further her education 
through athletics. In 
this case, I’ve 
watched somebody 
grow up since she 
was four or five 
(years old).” 
     Dean (and Coach) 
Smith, who served as 
the emcee 
throughout the event, 
said he saw Reynolds 
consistently commit to hard work in academics in the classroom as well as applying 
herself on the field in sports. 
     Also, by doing the right things off the field, Smith continued, is part of what has 
allowed her to accomplish her dream and her goal. 
     “And we’re proud to let her be a Jacksonville (University) Dolphin,” Smith said. 
 
Travel ball Coach Nick Brown speaks about his time with Maddie Reynolds 
as a member of that team. 
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     During the program to honor the WMHS senior, her travel ball coach, Nick Brown, 
spoke about her play as a pre-teen and then as an early teen. One of the things he spoke 
about was seeing this player’s grandparents show up at game after game.  He also 
shared a funny story about Madison and her father Mike Reynolds at a game. 
 
WMHS Head Varsity Softball Coach Lavar Williams speaks about his time 
as Maddie Reynolds’ coach, which will continue in her senior year as 
softball season begins. WMHS Principal Josh Slemp is seen in the 
background. 
 

 
This picture captures a glimpse of some of the many people who came to 
honor the scholar-athlete. 
 
     WMHS Head Varsity Softball Coach Lavar Williams shared statistics, too, which 

showed the stellar 
softball results of this 
player over her 
freshman, sophomore 
and junior years in high 
school. 
     Combined from 
Reynolds’ record of 
service on the WMHS 
Varsity Softball Team 
during her freshman, 
sophomore and junior 
years, showed Reynolds 
had a batting average of 
.531. During those three 
years, she scored 107 
runs, had 87 runs batted 
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in and made 14 homeruns, Head Coach Williams said. 
     Of course, the senior season of softball has not started yet for this player. Those 
statistics from the previous three years will add to the high school record she established 
so far. 
     Coach Williams mentioned to HardisonInk.com before the start of the program that 
he will be losing Reynolds and other valuable seniors after this next season, however 
there are upcoming players who he sees as carrying forward with a strong Williston 
Lady Red Devils team in the coming years. 
      During the program, Coach Williams said “Maddie” is “a character.” 
     One way she showed her character was at the start of the school year when she told 
the coach that this is her senior year, and she is committed continuing to play well, he 
said. By using the letters of her nickname, the coach came up with the following single-
words to describe her: Motivated – Athletic – Dominating – Deserving (“of this 
scholarship, because she worked very hard”) Impeccable – Exuberant. 
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     Even back in 2011, when she was playing in the WYAA, Coach Williams said he 
thought “This girl here is going to be something special.” 
     The coach recounted times, years ago, when he would tell her “stop throwing 
airmail.” And she did. 
     Coach Williams 
went on to speak 
about her 
excellent 
character. When 
he was coaching a 
travel ball team, 
that team could be 
0-10 for the 
season; however if 
he called her for 
help, she would 
suit up assist. 
     “When she 
would show up,” 
Coach Williams 
said, “the whole 
team atmosphere 
just changed.” 
     And that change was a better spirit and morale. 
     After she signed, Madison “Maddie” Reynolds held the letter up for all to see and the 
very crowded media center exploded with applause. 
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Maddie Reynolds gives her speech as one of the youngest members of the 
audience wearing a Jacksonville University shirt approaches. 
 
     She gave an acceptance speech, which she started by thanking everyone for joining 
her at this moment when the dream she has had since she was a little girl has come true. 
     Reynolds first said she thanks God for putting so many wonderful people in her life 
and giving her the opportunity and the ability to play the game she loves. 
     “Next I would like to thank my parents (Mike and Lisa Reynolds) for all of the 
sacrifices you have both made for me over the years,” the star softball player continued. 
“I know it has not been an easy journey from camps, tournaments and travels all over 
the United States – no matter if it was 3 a.m. or all night long.” 
     She said their efforts have shaped her into the person she is today. 
      “All I can say is I love you Mom and Dad,” she said. 
     The young lady also thanked her “five brothers,” although one of them is actually a 
friend of one of her brothers. 
     By pushing her to be the best “every second of every day” from Wiffle Ball in the front 
yard “… or fighting all of y’all to not eat all of my food,” they taught her to be competitive 
and to never surrender, she said. 
      She thanked “Seth (Spencer), Ryan (Spencer), Kyle (Spencer), Michael (Reynolds, 
her twin), and Connor (Barwick, a brother’s friend),” for being the best brothers a girl 
could ever ask for and loving me unconditionally. “ 
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     Reynolds also thanked all of her friends and coaches, as well as her family, who have 
helped and have been a part of this journey over the past years. 
     “All of you have helped me become a better person both on and off the field,” she 
said. “If it wasn’t for the effort, drive and determination that you guys have given me, I 
would not be where I am standing today. 
     “I am a firm believer that God has a plan,” Reynolds continued, “and I thank God that 
He has given me the opportunity to continue my education, and continue to play the 
game I have been in love with since I was four years old.” 
     The future JU player said she is ecstatic as she looks forward to the next for years of 
being a Dolphin. 

 

A view of the cake, cupcakes 
and some of the other 
refreshments is seen here. 

    She quoted Psalm 37:5 (NIV) 
which notes, “Commit your way 
to the LORD; trust in him and he 
will do this:” 
     And Psalm 37:6 (NIV) notes 
“He will make your righteous 
reward shine like the dawn, your 
vindication like the noonday 
sun.” 
     She concluded her acceptance 
speech with a Dolphins’ phrase 
“And don’t forget, ‘Fins up!’” 
     Lisa Reynolds thanked 
everyone for their positive 
impact on her daughter’s life, 
and she reminded everyone there 
were refreshments available as 
part of the celebration. Maddison 

Reynolds signed the letter, and everyone enjoyed the refreshments. 


