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Chiefland beats Newberry 20-19, advances in 
FHSAA playoffs 

 
Chiefland speedster Ty Corbin, zigzags through Newberry defenders for a 
first down. 
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     NEWBERRY -- Chiefland Middle High School’s battle-hardened varsity football 
team came from behind Friday (Nov. 15) to defeat Newberry Middle High School 20-19 
and advance to the third round of the state playoffs.  

 
Arthur ‘aj’ 
Lee leaps 
over a 
Newberry 
defender 
to throw a 
two-point 
conversion 
pass to Ty 
Corbin. 
The pass 
gave 
Chiefland a 
one-point 
lead and 
the victory. 
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Indian defensive back Zach Hall deflects a pass from Newberry receiver 
Jatevias Harper. The deflection stopped a key Newberry fourth quarter 
drive. 
 

 
Newberry speedster Camron Cohens (7), the runner on the far side, kicks in 
the afterburners and races 69 yards for a touchdown on a kickoff. 
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Panther quarterback Makai Johnson sets to throw as Chiefland rushers 
converge on him from two sides. 
 

 
Newberry runner Laverne Woods III makes a sharp cut to avoid three 
Chiefland defenders. He fumbled. Newberry recovered. 
 
 
     The Florida High School Athletic Association Regional Tournament Semifinal victory 
for Chiefland catapulted the Indians into the Regional FHSAA Tournament Finals in 
Class 1A football against Pahokee on Nov. 22. 
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     The Chiefland Indians will play in Pahokee (Palm Beach County) against the Pahokee 
Blue Devils on Nov. 22 in regional finals. 
     On the same Friday night (Nov. 22), it will be Blountstown (Calhoun County) versus 
Taylor County, as well as Madison County versus Union County; and Baker (Okaloosa 
County) versus Vernon (Washington County) in regional finals. 
     The FHSAA Class 1A Football State Semifinals show four teams playing two games on 
Nov. 29, and from that, those two winning teams are scheduled to play for the 2019 
FHSAA Class 1A Football Championship on Dec. 7, according to the FHSAA flowchart. 
     The Indians are 8-4. Newberry finished the season 9-2. 
     Indians Head Varsity Football Coach John Palmer said his team stopped itself in the 
first two quarters with fumbles that Newberry recovered and converted to a 13-0 lead, 
but Palmer said the Indians showed a great deal of heart in coming from behind to beat 
a good team. 
      “It’s the best come from behind win I can remember in 32 years; it’s the best one I’ve 
been a part of,” Palmer said. “We were big underdogs, not the favorites coming in, and 
going down two scores right off the bat; the kids just stuck with everything.” 
     He said the win shows Chiefland has the ability to find ways to win games. 
      “Some teams have that in them and some don’t. These guys do. Obviously, they love 
to play and love each other,” Palmer said. “If you look back earlier this year, we were 
finding ways not to win. It’s a process you go through with team building and all that 
they got to learn.” 
     Palmer said his team is unique in another way. 
      “One of the things these guys do is grind and they ground all year,” he said. 
     Palmer commended Newberry Coach Edward Johnson for doing a “great job with the 
team,” and he said Chiefland’s hat is off to him. 
     Johnson said the Panthers experienced a lot of self-inflicted wounds. He cited a 
fourth quarter strip fumble that Newberry ran for a touchdown, only to have the score 
nullified by a penalty. 
      “We hurt ourselves way too much tonight. That’s a good team. Coach Palmer has 
those guys playing hard and you can’t make those kinds of mistakes and beat a team like 
that. We’ll learn from it and move on,” Johnson said. 
     Johnson said a steady mist fell all night and caused a wet ball and a wet field, and 
those were factors, but he said Chiefland played with a wet ball and on a wet field too. 
     “No excuses,” he said. 
     Johnson said the team didn’t execute well on offense and missed some key passes. 
The Panthers didn’t run the ball well until late in the game. He said his team will learn 
lessons from the game. 
     Chiefland got off to a slow start, with three first-half fumbles. Two of the fumbles led 
to touchdowns. The first of those touchdowns was by Jaylen Zullo and the second by 
Amonte’ Young, who scored with just 26 seconds left on the clock in the first half. 
Newberry led 13-0 going into the half. 
     The Indians showed no signs of giving up. 
     On their first offensive series of the second half, the Indians drove from their own 28 
and scored on a five-yard touchdown by Ty Corbin, Chiefland’s high velocity 
quarterback. The extra point was missed. 
     Newberry wasn’t finished, either. 
     On the ensuing kickoff, Newberry’s speedster Camron Cohens raced 69 yards for a 
touchdown. The two-point conversion failed. Newberry led 19-6 with 6:39 left in the 
third quarter. 
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     On Chiefland’s next offensive possession, a big defensive play for Newberry turned 
into misfortune. Panther defensive tackle Cedric Cohen ripped the ball from the hands 
of a Chiefland running back, and Cohen raced 59 yards for a touchdown. But the score 
was nullified by a penalty. The Panthers retained possession of the ball but couldn’t 
move it down field. 
     Chiefland took possession after the punt and drove 45 yards to score on a three-yard 
burst of speed by Corbin. The two-point conversion pass was batted down by a Panther 
defender. 
     Newberry’s next possession also ended in disaster when Chiefland defensive back 
Zach Hall intercepted with about 10 minutes left in the game. The interception set up a 
50-yard touchdown run by Corbin with 8:07 left to play. The Indians scored on a two-
point conversion pass from “aj” Arthur Lee to Corbin. 
     The Indians led 20-19 with 8:07 left. 
     Newberry’s final attempt to win the game was a 35-yard pass that sailed over the 
heads of the Panther defenders into the hands of Chiefland defender Sedrik Moultrie in 
the end zone. 

 


