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Cross City honors veterans with 

19th Annual Parade & celebration 

 
Cross City Mayor Tank Lee speaks of the need to honor veterans. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Terry Witt, HaridisonInk.com Correspondent 

© Nov. 11, 2019 at 8:09 p.m. 

     CROSS CITY -- Hundreds of people gathered today (Monday, Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11) for 

the 19th Annual Town of Cross City Veterans Day Parade and Celebration to pay tribute to those 

who served this country in the military services. 

     Nearly 800 white crosses and American flags lined the side of U.S. 19 along the parade route 

and beyond to say thank you to veterans who have passed away as well as those living today. 
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Flags and white crosses were placed along the parade route to celebrate veterans 

who have passed away as well the living. 

 

 
The Dixie County Middle High School Band marches along the parade route 

playing patriotic music. 
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Retired Sgt. Robert Davis who served in the United States Marine Corps rides the 

parade. 

 

 
Members of the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition wait for the start of the parade. 

Pictured (from left) are Katrina VanAernam, Donna Crawford, Anthony Fusco, 

Rebecca Fusco, Danielle Fusco and Jennifer Gregory. 
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American Legion Post 383 Commander Mike Hutton prepares to ride his 

motorcycle in the parade. 

 

 

     The Dixie County Chamber of Commerce has arranged for the display of crosses and flags 

along the highway right-of-way every Veterans Day and Memorial Day for the past three years. 

     The first flag and cross along U.S. Highway 19’s eastern shoulder is for the Unknown Soldier. 

The flags and crosses immediately behind it are for veterans who have passed away. A small 

dark line is painted on those crosses. The remaining crosses are for living veterans. 

     People who wish to honor loved ones pay $30 for two years to have the name of their family 

veteran displayed in the roadside memorial. The money funds education scholarships from the 

Dixie County Chamber of Commerce. 

     Ben West, who served in Vietnam aboard an AC-47, also known as Puff the Magic Dragon, a 

fixed wing aircraft that could spray thousands of rounds of 7.62 mm bullets per minute on Viet 

Cong positions in close air support of American troops, played a role in establishing the roadside 

veterans’ memorial. 

      “It’s a dedication to all the veterans of this country; the veterans that have passed away and 

the living veterans,” West said. 

     Terry and Debbie Dembo are the main champions in this Dixie County Chamber of 

Commerce project, 2019-2020 Chamber Co-President Andrew Rains has said, although Rains, 

West and many other Chamber members have helped over the years. 

     Cross City Mayor Tank Lee gave a moving speech to a crowd of veterans, their families and 

Dixie County residents at a small park near the Dixie County Courthouse. His father was a 

veteran. 

      “The countless men and women who have served this great nation all over the world should 

forever be honored for their sacrifices and their service,” Lee said. “We set aside one day a year 

to honor these men and women but I’ve said it a thousand times and I’ll say it again; every day 
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should be Veterans Day. I believe that.” 

     Mayor Lee said American soldiers have defended the country in the worst times. He said they 

have performed their duties in pursuit of peace and prosperity with little recognition or fanfare. 

He said he believes the Vietnam veterans “could tell you all about that.” 

      “They have provided sanctuary for the weak and oppressed throughout the world,” Lee said. 

“A hand should be put on the back and a big thank you should be bestowed on the veterans here 

today. We can never repay our debt of gratitude to the more than 650,000 American servicemen 

and women that died in battle and the 1.4 million wounded. We can, however, thank the 25 

million veterans living today.” 

     He quoted from an inscription on the Korean War Memorial in Washington, D.C., that said: 

      “Our nation honors or sons and daughters who answered the call to defend a country they 

never knew and a people they never met. Those words apply equally to our World War I, World 

War II, Vietnam and Gulf War veterans as well,” Lee said. “They apply to today’s active service 

members, who are helping maintain peace throughout the world. Today it is our privilege to say 

thank you. Today, all Americans, please let them know we appreciate their service and honor 

their sacrifice, and we celebrate our veterans for keeping this the land of the free, and we offer a 

big thanks to you and your families.” 

 

 
Guest speaker Shannon Smith urges veterans to ‘Stay in the fight.’ 

 

     The guest speaker this year was Shannon Smith, a 1996 graduate of the United States Military 

Academy at West Point who earned the rank of captain during 10 years of service as a field 

artillery officer. He is an attorney with the Smith Law Firm in Chiefland and with Smith Asset 

Management Co. 

     Smith said the veterans gathered in the crowd were born to be warriors and they served the 

country with distinction, but he challenged them not to give up the fight. 

      “Veterans are the one group of Americans that step forward and stand between use and the 

evil ones that are in our world, the Hitler’s of the world, the Stalin’s of the world, the Saddam 

Hussein’s of the world. The list is endless of evil, but our veterans were the wall between us and 
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them and that is why we must always remember them, we must always support them and you 

veterans must always stay in the fight,” Smith said. 

     Smith told the story of a visit from former President Ronald Reagan (President 1981 to 1989) 

to West Point in 1993 when Smith was a cadet at the academy. He said Reagan told the story of 

how the American military invaded the island of Granada to free the 1,000 Americans living 

there and attending school. The American military freed those Americans from a communist 

regime that had seized the country in a coup. 

     Reagan later visited a young soldier at a hospital who had been seriously injured in the attack 

on communist forces holding Granada. The soldier told the President how he was injured. 

      “When the soldier was done, the President leaned forward and asked, ‘Was it worth it, was it 

worth it?’” Smith said. The solder looked up to him and said, “Hell yes. Sure, I’d do it again. So, 

for us veterans and the other 25 million, hell yeah, I’d do it again. Stay in the fight.” 

     A young boy with a powerful singing voice, Jalen Teague, belted out the Star-Spangled 

Banner before the start of the speeches. He is a Dixie County Middle High School student who 

performs gospel music at his church. He said gospel is his favorite music. He received loud 

applause. 

     The Dixie County Middle High School Band marched in the parade and later performed a 

medley of patriotic songs before the ceremony at the park. The band’s performance like that of 

Jalen Teague was of exceptionally high quality. The crowd showed their appreciation once again 

with loud applause. 


