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Rain dampens inaugural fall festival; 
Saturday slams Tri-County Area with several outlets 
for fun 

 
Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones performs an original rock song just after 4 
p.m. on Oct. 26 at the 2019 Chiefland Fall Festival. 
 
Story, and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 28, 2019 at 9:39 a.m. 
     TRI-COUNTY AREA – While the 2019 Chiefland Fall Festival started well on 
Saturday (Oct. 26), heavy rain around 2:30 p.m. dampened the event for a bit in its 
midsection. 

 
Mayor Chris Jones as lead guitarist performs as does Geoff Gaskin on bass, 
Theodore C. Patrick on keyboard and Nick Cleveland on drums. All of the 
musicians on Saturday in Chiefland were stellar performers, according to 
people who were there. 
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This is a marker for the Fall Festival, seen during a time of reduced 
attendance due to a period of rain. 
 

 
The Hemp Station of Chiefland was among the vendors at the festival. 
Emma Anderson, proprietor, was absent from the booth when this photo 
was taken, because she was donating blood in the LifeSouth Community 
Blood Centers’ bloodmobile, which was at the event. 
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     The 2019 Chiefland Fall Festival started at 11 a.m. on Saturday. From its start, with 
44 vendors, a bounce house and all, things went well. After the rain, the bounce house 
came down, bands called to cancel – to preserve equipment from ruin. Some vendors 
left and some stayed. 
     Among the bands that played were Houston Keen, an alternative country music artist 
from northern Florida; J.R. Ward of St. Augustine; Danny Wooten; and the band with 
Mayor Chris Jones as lead guitarist. Also playing that day with the mayor were Geoff 
Gaskin (of Canada) on bass, Theodore C. Patrick on keyboard and Nick Cleveland on 
drums. 
     The last song that band performed is titled “Nothing.” 
     By 4 p.m. many vendors had left and Mayor Jones and his bandmates performed 
some strong rock-and-roll original music. Another band showed up. The weather 
calmed down, and the evening built into the anticipated Trunk-Or-Treat event, with 
costume contests and all. 
     Meanwhile, Saturday at the South Levy Area Marketplace (SLAM) in Inglis, vendors 
and customers enjoyed a level of success, including from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., when the 
Town of Inglis sponsored its Trail of Trunk Treats, A Safe Alternative to Trick or 
Treating. (That same alternative is set for Old Town in Dixie County as well.) 
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The three pictures above show some of the activity near vendors at the 
South Levy Area Marketplace in Inglis on Saturday. This monthly event is 
among the projects helping to stimulate the local economy there. 
Photos Provided By Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt     As noted earlier in 
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HardisonInk.com, on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Tri-County Cruisers Annual 
Halloween Car Show And Swap Meet was the biggest ever at the Chiefland Farmer’s Flea 
Market. 
     In Bronson on Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Reggie Stacy is led the 9th 
Annual Cancer Awareness Walk and Rally. The Walk started at the Bronson Post Office 
and went to James H. Cobb Park (Bronson Sports Center). 
     Another two-hour fundraiser from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. was at Manatee Springs State 
Park, 11650 N.W. 115th St., Chiefland. That promised to be fun for dogs and their 
owners, and for other people watching the event. 
     Bark In The Park was a Dog Halloween Costume Contest scheduled to be at that park. 
It was held to benefit the Friends of Manatee Springs 
     As covered in HardisonInk.com, including three videos, the 8th Annual Dixie County 
Fire Expo held again at Dixie County High School, 17924 S.E. U.S. Highway 19, just 
south of Cross City, was a success – although the crowd was about 50 percent smaller 
than the first year when it was held at DCHS – last year. 
     A big event sponsored by the Levy County Prevention Coalition from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday was a Drug Take-Back Day. 
     The takeback happened in Bronson, Cedar Key, Chiefland, Inglis and Williston. This 
was an operation of the United States Drug Enforcement Agency, the Levy County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Chiefland Police Department, the Cedar Key Police Department and 
the Williston Police Department. The operation is funded by the Levy County 
Prevention Coalition. 
     This event allowed the public its 18th opportunity in nine years to prevent pill abuse 
and theft by ridding their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused and 
unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your pills for disposal to the sites noted in this 
announcement 
     The monthly meeting of The Life Raft happened Saturday at the Williston 
Community Center, located at Williston City Hall, 50 N. Main St. The Life Raft is an 
advocacy and support group for caregivers of people with dementia, meeting on the last 
Saturday of each month. 
     Continuing to try to build as a revived group in Levy County, the Levy County 
Democratic Party met Saturday afternoon in the Bronson Public Library, and it was 
among the vendors at the Trunk-Or-Treat event in James H. Cobb Park that evening. 
     Perhaps the biggest event in Gilchrist County – Levy County area near the Suwannee 
River was the movies in the park and Halloween fun at Fort Fanning, in the City of 
Fanning Springs Saturday night. 
     There were even other events that drew people to enjoy Saturday at different places in 
the Tri-County Area of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County, even though 
there were spats of rain at some of those points that day. 

 


