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Tri-County Cruisers car show is biggest yet at  
flea market 

 
This 1940 Ford convertible is owned by Bob Hale of Rotonda West 
(Charlotte County). He is one of the individuals in the competition not 
necessarily connected with a club or group of car owners. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 27, 2019 at 11:29 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The 2019 Tri-County Cruisers Annual Halloween Car Show And 
Swap Meet at the Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market was the biggest so far in the market’s 
20 years, flea market owner and car show sponsor Sonny Griffeth said. 

  

 

 

 

The 350 cubic-inch 
V-8 engine under 
the hood of the 
1940 Ford is clean, 
impressive and 
powerful. 
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The red 1934 sedan delivery vehicle in the foreground is owned by Gary 
Hooper of Bell, a member of West Coast Street Rods. This car has a 383 
cubic-inch engine, a custom interior, a custom-molded body chop top, 
widened fenders and molded running boards. Notice the front door opens 
differently than modern doors. This was known as a ‘suicide door’ because 
it turned out to be less safe than when a front vehicle door opens with its 
hinge toward the rear rather than in front. 
 

 
An old blue Ford pickup truck is among the many vehicles at the show. 
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Wayne Kaneen of Old Town, and a member of the Tri-County Cruisers, 
owns this red 1953 Ford with a 237 cubic-inch engine. 

 
This red and white 1956 two-door Chevrolet Bel Air is owned by Dick 
Rausch, of Homosassa, who is 84 years old.  This United States Marine 
Corps veteran drove the vehicle to the show. He mentioned that he recently 
lost his soulmate and his memory is not as good as it once was, however he 
found the Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market. Rausch said he is a member of 
the Citrus County Cruisers, where decades ago he did participate to the 
extent of being an officer in the club, but nowadays he does not want to be 
involved in car-club politics. He just wants to be a member. 
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Dick 
Rausch 
stands with 
his 1956 
two-door 
Chevrolet 
Bel Air. His 
mascot is 
the stuffed 
white 
Bengal 
tiger, 
wearing a 
USMC 
hat and an 
award 
around its 
neck, which 

was earned from a different car show. 
 

 
The 1956 Chevy has improvements from front to rear, including this mirror 
under the hood with ‘56’ and the mirror that was just installed within the 
past week near the radiator. 
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The custom interior of the 1956 Chevrolet Bel Air includes a rolled ceiling 
installed by an upholstery company. It matches the bench front seat. 
 
 
In reviewing the carpeted customized trunk of the Bel Air, this vanity plate 
with USMC covers 
over the fastening 
screws that says 
Best 56 is noticed. 
Dick Rausch said 
some people 
become upset that 
a person might 
proclaim his or 
her vehicle to be 
the best, however 
he likes the license 
plate on his car. 
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An antique truck arrives at the car show. 
 

 

 
Vehicles, vehicles, vehicles. 
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Tri-County Cruisers President T.J. McKechnie (left) speaks with flea market 
owner Sonny Griffeth near the registration table.’ 
 

 
Trophies for the Top 20 vehicles in the show are seen here. 
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Chiefland Farmers Flea Market owner Sonny Griffeth holds the 3-foot tall 
Sonny’s Pick Trophy for the Tri-County Cruisers Annual Halloween Car 
Show And Swap Meet. There is a 3-foot Best of Show trophy awarded as 
well. 
 
     Once known as McCormack’s Flea Market, the 12-acre site located at 1206 N. Young 
Blvd. (U.S. Highway 19) became the Chiefland Farmers Flea Market in August of 1999, 
when 
Sonny Griffeth bought it from Jack McCormack. 
     Another person very involved in the flea market today is Lydia Griffeth, Sonny’s wife, 
who serves as manager. 
     As for the Tri-County Cruisers, that set of car enthusiasts were again well-represented 
at the show, as were at least a dozen vehicle owners from the Ocala Street Cruisers 
Classic Car Club, and many members of the Citrus County Cruisers and other groups, 
clubs and individuals from Gilchrist County, Gainesville, Lake City, Charlotte County 
and other Florida locations, and other states. 
     Once again, with help from Griffeth, and vendors at the flea market, such as the Dixie 
Depot, the car club members and guests enjoyed another memorable show. 
     The stack of trophies, cash prizes, other awards and door prizes was impressive. All 
makes of vehicles were welcomed. 
     As has been the case in the years and years of this annual show, there was a three-foot 
tall Best of Show Trophy and a Sonny’s Pick Trophy as well as the many other prizes. 
     People visiting the car show found most of the vehicle owners welcomed 
opportunities to talk about their sport, hobby and delight in general, as well as provide 
specific information about the vehicle they brought to show and compete. 


