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The grease fire crosses the countertop and takes the microwave and everything 

else in the room with it. This is part of the story, photos and videos from the event 

on Saturday (Oct. 26).  

© Photo By Jeff M. Hardison Oct. 27, 2019 at 8:39 p.m. All copyrights reserved. 

 

Dixie County 
Emergency 
Services Chief 
Darian Brown 
walks away 
from an area 
where a frozen 
turkey was 
being hooked up 
for transport to 
a vat filled with 
boiling cooking 
oil over a 
propane stove. 
In this 
demonstration, firefighters show how the water from a frozen turkey 
causes the oil to overflow and create an uncontrolled fire. 
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8th Annual Dixie County Fire Expo provides 
free information, demonstrations, food and more 
 

Story, Photos and Videos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 27, 2019 at 8:39 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – State and local agencies, and other interests joined forces Saturday 
(Oct. 26) to show residents and visitors of Dixie County many of the lifesaving 
emergency services available to them. 

https://youtu.be/Eenrg_RXxP4 
In this video, a ShandsCair helicopter, marked as if it is a Med Trans 
FlightCare helicopter, launches from the event held on the campus of Dixie 
County High School, south of Cross City. Pilot Don Irving, Flight Nurse 
Carolyn Gause, R.N., and Flight Paramedic Wade Jones are the team on 
that flying ambulance. 
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(From left) Flight Paramedic Wade Jones, Flight Nurse Carolyn Gause, 
R.N., and Pilot Don Irving provide a photo opportunity at the event. These 
are members of the ShandsCair flight team. They manned a helicopter with 
a different brand name on it. 
 
 
https://youtu.be/mCmoy_1PegI 
In this video, Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown is 
heard as he explains about a grease fire that started on an unattended 
stove. This portable demonstration module will be rebuilt by firefighters for 
the next demonstration. He made reference to it not starting to be out of 
control as soon as expected, but the demonstration went without a flaw 
after ignition. 
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https://youtu.be/7Wat6Ftgoyc 
In this video, Florida Highway Patrol Lt. P.V. Riordan explains why people 
should wear seatbelts. In this rollover simulator demonstration, the 
dummy that is not wearing a seatbelt is thrown out of the vehicle. When it 
reaches that point, viewers will see the dummy’s body on the roof of the 
vehicle before disappearing. Before that viewers will see where the victim’s 
head would have been crushed or severed, as would his feet have been 
crushed or amputated, if the vehicle was rolling on the ground. Lt. 
Riordan’s delivery of information on this video is worth watching from start 
to end. The single message here is that the proper use of seatbelts saves 
lives. 
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This is where the dummy landed as its final resting place after it was hurled 
from the simulator, just as actual humans are thrown out of windows and 
sunroofs when they are not wearing a seatbelt in a crash like this. 
 
     The 8th Annual Dixie County Fire Expo had about 500 visitors Dixie County 
Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown said. This is in contrast with 1,200 or so last 
year. 
     This year there were several other events happening on that very day in the Tri-
County Area of Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties. Another factor was some predicted 
chance of rain in the area – which did drench an outdoor event in Chiefland at about 
2:30 that afternoon. 
     At the Dixie County High School campus’ parking lot, though, the whole event was 
high and dry. 

 
One of many engines, tankers, training vehicles and command centers are 
seen here. 
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Squad 1 and an ambulance are seen here. 
 

 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission brought a boat and 
pickup truck for people to see at the event. 
 
     Group after group gave participants free fans, pens, hats, lights, literature and other 
items. Even hotdogs and popcorn were given away by Dixie County Emergency Services. 
     A bounce house and other games were available for children to round out the total 
event. 
     The 8th Annual Dixie County Emergency Services Expo provided hundreds of visitors 
with entertainment, education, excitement, free hotdogs, free popcorn, free drinks, door 
prizes and more in Cross City on Saturday (Sept. 29). 
     Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown and other leaders were 
available to answer questions and help people enjoy the Expo. There were also 



HardisonInk.com 
demonstrations about fire safety, with an actual fire. 
     Florida Highway Patrol Lt. P.V. Riordan provided safety tips as well as putting on 
demonstrations with the rollover simulator machine. 
     That machine was built from the cab of an actual pickup truck, similar to the one that 
transports it. The machine rotates to show that a dummy not wearing a seatbelt is 
thrown from a window, in contrast with the other mannequin-type of occupant, that 
remains in the vehicle because it has a seatbelt on. 
     The live kitchen fire scenario is an example of where firefighters demonstrated the 
best methods for dealing with situations they encounter in their dangerous profession. 
During the demonstration Chief Brown told listeners that television versions of 
firefighters in burning buildings are not accurate. 
     Often, it is pitch black and the visibility is so low the firefighter can’s see anything. 
The only way he or she knows where the fire is, on occasion, is from the heat and 
crackling sound it makes. 
     Firefighters often are on their hands and knees because the difference in temperature 
between knee-high and standing up can be hundreds of degrees Fahrenheit. 
     Other dangers occur from superheated steam that comes to exist if a spray rather 
than a stream is put on a blaze, he explained. 
     By taking away fuel, oxygen and reducing heat with water, firefighters extinguish 
fires, Chief Brown said. 
     Fire moves quickly to destroy homes and businesses. Firefighters must move quickly 
to stay alive when they are inside a burning building. When they see fire rolling across 
the top of the ceiling in the structure they are in, they have mere seconds to extinguish it 
or get out. 
     If a room is oxygen deprived by ready to ignite and a door or window opens, it can 
literally blow the walls out – and this is one manner in which firefighters have been 
killed in the line of duty, Chief Brown said. That is known as a backdraft. 
     Free tours of the fire trucks and ambulances, helicopter-ambulances, forestry 
equipment were among the fun activities at the event were enjoyed by people of all ages 
too. 
     The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Florida Forest 
Service (FFS) sent forest rangers – as well as Smokey Bear -- to the event. 
     Among the organizations joining Dixie County Emergency Services and the Florida 
Forest Service were a ShandsCair helicopter-ambulance crew, North Florida Regional 
Medical Center representatives, the Florida Highway Patrol, the Dixie County Anti-Drug 
Coalition, the National Weather Service-Tallahassee Office, the Dixie County Sheriff’s 
Office, Another Way Abuse Shelter, the 2020 United States Census, Florida Gateway 
College, Central Florida Electric Cooperative and Pink Heals. 
     Every vendor was happy to help visitors learn about what they do for a living and how 
they help others. 
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Firefighter Andy English (left in bunker gear) and Dixie County Fire 
Services Fire Operations Division Chief Roy Bass carry a frozen turkey 
toward hot boiling oil. Lt. Matt Ferguson, in bunker gear, took over from 
Chief Bass. The turkey was placed in the deep-fry cooking device to 
demonstrate the danger of quick, extremely dangerous fire from putting a 
turkey into the cooking device before defrosting it. 

 

Lt. Matt 
Ferguson (left) 
and Firefighter 
Andy English 
look at the 
demonstration 
area to see if 
the fire is 
starting. 
Notice the 
curtains over 
the stove. 
Notice the 
towels hanging 
from the stove 
handle. 
Another 
casualty from 
the fire that 
starts is a big 
bag of dog food. 
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The grease fire starts. 
 

 
The grease fire quickly expands, igniting the curtain in the mockup kitchen. 
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The grease fire crosses the countertop and takes the microwave and 
everything else in the room with it. 
 

 
Firefighters stand ready to extinguish the demonstration grease fire. 
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The Pink Heals fire engine was at the event. To learn about this group that 
help cancer patients, visit https://pinkheals.com/. The mission - Pink Heals 
provides a global pathway for giving that drives funding solutions to 
individuals and communities in need. ‘The Pink Heals Tour is about our 
community, our family, our neighbors, and our leaders and how it will help 
bring us back together to focus on one another.’ - Dave Graybill 
 

 
Standing in front of the Pink Heals fire engine are (from left) Paramedic 
Craig Skeath, who is the EMS Coordinator at Lake City Medical Center; 
retired Firefighter-Paramedic Matt Renfroe of Tifton, Georgia; and Jaime 
McPhilomy of the Jacksonville Chapter and the National Pink Heals 
organization. This team brought some joy to people locally who have 
cancer. 

https://pinkheals.com/
https://www.pinkhealsttco.org/
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Members of the American Red Cross at the event are (from left) 
Christopher Fawaz, Pablo Santana, Doug Silvey and Disaster Program 
Manager Kim-Anne Linthicum. 
 
 
FHP Lt. P.V. 
Riordan 
holds a piece 
of truck tire 
to show how 
this big 
piece of 
rubber 
flying off a 
tire can 
cause 
injuries or 
death. 
Maintaining 
a safe 
distance 
from the 
vehicle in 
front of a 
driver is not only a law, but it is a best driving practice to reduce the odds of 
damage, injury or death. 
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     To see the story from the 2016 event, click HERE.  
     To see the story from the 2018 event, click HERE. 
 
     The archives https://hardisoninkarchive.wordpress.com/ are full of stories, 
photos and links to videos from October of 2015 through October of 2019. Previous 
stories, photos and video from HardisonInk.com, from February 2011 to October of 
2015 exist, but they are not as accessible to the general public due to the death of Bill 
Kilborn, who created the coding for the website. Switching servers and companies led to 
the previous four years of archival method going to Computer Heaven, although it 
remains on hard drives as stored items. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/10-16-16-hardisonink-com-dixie-fire-expo-draws-a-crowd.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/10-1-18-hardisonink-com-dixie-county-fire-expo-rocks.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.wordpress.com/

