
HardisonInk.com 
Bed tax 
increases in 
Levy 
County 
Levy County 
moves forward 
with 
two projects 
funded by 
RESTORE Act          Levy County Tourist Development Council Executive 
                                            Director Tisha Whitehurst speaks to the Levy County 
                                            Commission about increasing the TDC tax. 
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     BRONSON -- A set of unanimous votes by the five members of the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday morning (Oct. 22) doubled the bed tax 
from 2 percent to 4 percent, and on another matter those votes showed positive action 
to move forward on two projects funded by the RESTORE Act.  

The four Levy County Commission members physically present Tuesday 

morning are seen here. They are (from left) Vice Chairman Matt Brooks, 
Chairman John Meeks, Commissioner Lilly Rooks and Commissioner Mike 
Joyner. Not seen, but present and able to vote via teleconference is 
Commissioner Rock Meeks. 
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Levy County Tourist 
Development Council 
Executive Director Tisha 
Whitehurst (left) stands near 
the podium as UF/IFAS Levy 
County Extension Aquaculture 
Agent Leslie Sturmer holds a 
copy of the Big Bend Shellfish 
Trail Map as Sturmer speaks to 
the Levy County Commission. 
At Sturmer’s feet are mock-up 
versions of the panels that tell 
about the various shellfish 
found in the different 
communities. 
  

     Levy County Tourist 
Development Council Executive 
Director Tisha Whitehurst brought 
the three actions to the County 
Commission for its approval. 
Whitehurst is both the TDC director 
and the RESTORE Act coordinator. 

     The bed tax, or tourist development tax, is a tax placed on people who spend the night 
in motels, hotels, bed and breakfasts, RV resorts and other temporary housing facilities 
made for visitors. The money generated by those visitors, or tourists, is used to fund 
marketing of Levy County to attract more tourists. 
     If a Levy County property owner spends nights in motels in Levy County, then he or 
she, or they, pay the bed tax. Otherwise, a homeowner for instance, does not pay a single 
penny of this tax. Likewise, motel owners do not pay the tax. Only people who rent 
rooms, or RV parking spaces, etc., pay the tax. 
     Not only do Levy County residents (except those living in RV resorts and like) not pay 
this tax, but Whitehurst said, research shows the tourism business sin Florida helps save 
Floridians from having to create a state income tax, which would cost an average of 
$1,512 a year for each wage-earning Floridian. 
     The additional 2 percent tourist development tax for Levy County adds to the 2 
percent tax that was first been established in August of 2002, Whitehurst told County 
Commissioner Matt Brooks as she answered a question from him. 
     The county is eligible to add the third and fourth percent now, Whitehurst said; 
however, Levy County is not eligible to add a fifth percent tax because the county does 
not meet the requirements to be “a high impact” county in Florida. 
     Whitehurst reminded the County Commission that this four—cents-on-every-dollar is 
only spent by motel guests, and on other short-term renters. 
     Levy County averages $232,000 a year with its 2 percent bed tax now. This addition 
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could make the 4 percent tax generate $464,000 a year if the same number of dollars 
were spent on overnight accommodations. 
     Commissioner Brooks made the motion to approve the added tax, with 
Commissioner Mike Joyner seconding the motion. Joining those two with a positive 
vote were Rock Meeks (via a telephonic conference call, because he was at another city 
as part of his duties from being on a committee dealing with future toll roads); 
Chairman John Meeks and Commissioner Lilly Rooks. 
     Passage of this ordinance imposes an additional 1 percent tourist development tax 
pursuant to Florida Statute 125.0104(3)(d), and to impose an additional a 1 percent 
tourist development tax pursuant to Fla. Stature 125.0104(3)(l). 
     In essence, this increases the Levy County tourist development tax from 2 percent to 
4 percent. 
     This ordinance shall take effect Jan. 1, 2020, provided it has been filed in the Office of 
the Secretary of State, State of Florida. 
     Whitehurst said Dixie County is currently at 3 percent for its tourist development tax. 
Gilchrist County is at 2 percent currently, she said. 
     Marion County is at 4 percent and Citrus County is at 5 percent now, according to 
records provided to the County Commission during this presentation. 
     UF/IFAS Levy County Extension Aquaculture Agent Leslie Sturmer reminded County 
Commission members about the Big Bend Shellfish Trail, which was established when 
Carol McQueen was the executive director of the Levy County Visitors Bureau, before 
she retired. 
     The Big Bend Shellfish Trail is aimed at promoting the shellfish and aquaculture 
industries and the Working Waterfront Communities in coastal Dixie, Levy, Jefferson 
and Taylor counties. 
     The trail map provides people with information about:      • Where to locate shellfish 
vendors, restaurants, seafood markets, marinas, bait and tackle shops and boat ramps. 
      • When and where recreational harvesting of shellfish is allowable. 
      • Where to learn about production of clams and oysters. 
      • How to take an active role in protecting water quality for shellfish. 
      • Where to find locations that provide opportunities to view and photograph 
Working Waterfront Communities. 
      The promotional brochure contains a map of restaurants, seafood markets, marinas 
and bait and more. 
     To see a 2017 story about the Big Bend Shellfish Trail Dedication, click HERE. 
     Sturmer mentioned that several years ago, she and McQueen were among the 
developers of the concept of the Big Bend Shellfish Trail. 
     The map of the trail of business interests on the coast of those counties shows visitors 
where they can see, eat, buy and on occasion harvest local shellfish, Sturmer said. 
     Since the map, there have been 26 colorful interpretative panels placed at locations, 
Sturmer said, from Steinhatchee to Yankeetown. She showed the commissioners mock-
up versions of the panels that are in place at locations. 
     The information on the panels tells about the various shellfish found in the different 
communities, Sturmer said. 
     Levy County has seven of the 26 panels, Sturmer said. One is at Cedar Key, one is at 
the Lower Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge, one is at Shell Mound and four are in 
Yankeetown, she said. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/10-22-17-hardisonink-com-big-bend-shellfish-trail-dedicated.pdf
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     Whitehurst also succeeded in having the County Commission 
unanimously vote to move forward with two projects funded from 
the RESTORE Act. 

     The RESTORE (Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and 
Revived Economies) Act is a United States federal statute that was signed into law by 
President Barack Obama on July 6, 2012. 
     It was enacted by the 112th United States Congress as an amendment to the "Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century" bill, a far-reaching transportation bill that 
included many other provisions. 
     The RESTORE Act was in response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill that occurred 
on April 20, 2010, which caused significant environmental, ecological, and economic 
damage to the United States Gulf Coast. 
 

 
Levy County Tourist Development Council Executive Director Tisha 
Whitehurst (left) stands near the podium as Dr. Mike Allen, the director of 
the Nature Coast Biological Station, speak about the $300,000 worth of 
construction to be funded by RESTORE Act funds at the NCBS on Cedar 
Key. 
 
     The $300,000 project was awarded in January to the Levy County Commission and 
UF/IFAS for RESTORE Act for the project at Nature Coast Biological Station (NCBS), 
Whitehurst said. 
     The United States Department of the Treasury, the University of Florida and Levy 
County all agree on this project, Whitehurst said. 
     “So, we’re going to get a check (for $300,000)?” County Commission Chairman John 
Meeks asked. 
     Whitehurst said at this point the county is going to execute an agreement, given the 
positive vote of the County Commission, and then construction will commence. 
     Dr. Mike Allen, the director of the Nature Coast Biological Station, said that although 
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this funding is available for five years, the project to complete the third-floor conference 
room and to complete the eight-foot in diameter aquarium on the ground floor is 
planned for starting in January and completion of the two projects is anticipated to be 
within six months of that. 
     Dr. Allen mentioned that his wife Mendy Allen has been involved in the three-year 
process to accept RESTORE Act funds for the NCBS so far as well. 
     These improvements at the facility, he said, will help visitors learn about the scientific 
research that is happening in this region of Florida in regard to marine life. 
     There will be an area available for use on the third-floor, he added, which will be 
available to the public for use to give seminars and the like. 
     “I think it’s a real benefit to Levy County,” Dr. Allen told the County Commission, 
“and we all really appreciate the support.” 
     The motion by County Commission Mike Joyner, was seconded by Matt Brooks and 
met with a 5-0 vote. 
     Another project -- for a 24-hour-a-day visitor information kiosk to be placed at the 
Withlacoochee Gulf Area Chamber of Commerce office in Inglis -- received a 5-0 vote of 
approval. 
     The RESTORE Act funds for the kiosk project equal $34,175. That money covers the 
kiosk, the software and the overhang to protect the kiosk from inclement weather, 
Whitehurst said. 

 


