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Resilient islanders host huge annual seafood fest 

 
Christine Suco, 54, and Rusty Suco, 66, of Keystone Heights (Clay County) 
are seen in the bottom left of this picture. They have been vendors before at 
the Annual Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival. On Sunday (Oct. 20), 
however, they came to the 50th Annual Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood 
Festival as visitors. This was part of their celebration of their first wedding 
anniversary. They were married Oct. 15, 2018. 
 
Story, Photos and Videos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 21, 2019 at 11:09 a.m. 
     CEDAR KEY -- The 50th Annual Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival again 
attracted a phenomenal number of people to this quaint island town in western Levy 
County on Sunday (Oct. 20). 

Molly, a 13-year-old apple 
head chihuahua, wears a 
shark costume as part of 
the fun of the day for her 
and owners Christine Suco 
and Rusty Suco. The 
couple brought their dog 
from their home in 
Keystone Heights. The 
apple head chihuahua is 
the American Kennel Club 
(AKC) breed standard for 
chihuahuas. Rusty 
mentioned that their dog is 
extremely well-behaved, 
and she does not bark or act rudely to other dogs of humans. 
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Christine Suco holds Molly to better show the dog's shark costume. 
 
     There are a zillion stories in Cedar Key and this is one of them. (This is in contrast 
with the eight million stories in The Naked City.) 
     On Sunday, artisans, craftsmen, bee farmers, hobbyists and many other vendors filled 
both sides of Second Street in historic downtown Cedar Key, where festivals serve as 
magnets to this place that is already a destination for visitors. 
     Seafood was plentiful and varied, as it was sold on one side of Second Street at Cedar 
Key City Park, and at some booths in the park as well. Those many wonderful seafood 
forms were sold by vendors raising funds for charitable causes and worthy 
organizations, such as Cedar Key School and The Children’s Table. 
     Meanwhile, with vendors galore downtown and seafood aplenty lining a street next to 
the picturesque park, several other civic groups and entities were along the avenue on 
another byway adjacent to the park. 
     Despite Tropical Storm Nestor canceling the first day of what is normally a two-day 
event, the blue sky, gentle fall breeze, perfect temperature and an island full of happy 
people on Sunday helped make the event -- well... historic. 
     One of the scores of historic stories of the day was the first anniversary of a couple 
visiting from Keystone Heights (Clay County). 
     Christine Suco, 54, and Rusty Suco, 66, of Keystone Heights have been vendors 
before at the Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival. On Sunday (Oct. 20), they came to 
the 50th Annual Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival as visitors. This was part of their 
celebration of their first wedding anniversary. They were married Oct. 15, 2018. 
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Here are some of the first parts of the crowds of people who came to the 
Lions Club Seafood Festival in Cedar Key this year. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Pao-grQ3mt0 
This video captures some of the concept of an island full of people. As an 
example of the quantity of people arriving on Cedar Key on Sunday, this 90-
second video reflects about 70 inbound vehicles on State Road 24 on the 
island at about noon. Seventy vehicles in 90 seconds translates into a bunch 
of vehicles on one small island within a relatively short amount of time 
Sunday. What a party. 
 
 
Cedar Key Lion Don Veltkamp (left) watches as Cedar Key Lions Club 
President Mike 
Hodges (center) 
and Cedar Key 
Lion Ralph 
Selby. The Lions 
had a fun time. 
President 
Hodges said that 
he gave Lion 
Selby a field 
promotion – he 
named him as 
'Kernel' Selby, 
using the name 
of a piece of corn 
rather than 
making him a colonel. This hot corn is then shucked and put on stick for 
diners to buy, and add butter and salt if they want. 
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     Another historic story from the day is a significant birthday. The late Catharine 
Dorgan Hobday was the assistant lighthouse keeper at Seahorse Key Lighthouse Station 
from 1872-1879, where and when she died at the age of 83 years old. 
     Born Oct. 20, 1796, she would have been 223 years old on Sunday. 
     As for the history of the day at Seahorse Key -- just off of Cedar Key in the Gulf of 
Mexico – the Seahorse Key lighthouse is the oldest standing lighthouse on the West 
Coast of Florida, according to the United States Coast Guard Historian's Office. 
     Seahorse Key is an island located three miles from Cedar Key by boat. It is managed 
by the Lower Suwanee National Wildlife Refuge. It is open to the public about four times 
per year. 
     Sunday was one of those days of an open house, which are opportunities for the 
public to experience the peacefulness, history and natural environment that Seahorse 
Key has to offer. 
     During those times, visitors also can tour the pre-Civil War lighthouse. Access to 
Seahorse Key is available to the public through rental boat tour services, or it can be 
accessed by private boats during the open house dates. 
     The Sunday event at Seahorse Key was rescheduled from Saturday due to weather. 
     The Nature Coast Biological Station (NCBS) was open on Cedar Key for visitors on 
Sunday, too. 
     The mission of the NCBS is to enhance the conservation and sustainability of natural 
resources throughout the Nature Coast through collaborative research, enhanced public 
engagement, field-based courses, and hands-on training workshops. 
     The University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) 
Extension operates the NCBS. 
     UF/IFAS has a long history of research, teaching and extension programs in the 
Nature Coast region, along with an extensive track record of working with agency 
cooperators to improve the conservation and management of natural resources and 
communities in the region, as noted on the NCBS website. 
     “These previous efforts have built a foundation on which the Nature Coast Biological 
Station will further develop the UF/IFAS mission of research, teaching, and extension in 
the region,” the website notes. 
     Meanwhile, back to the seafood festival at Cedar Key City Park, this one-day event 
carefully put two days’ worth of festival into one day. 
     For instance, Levy County School Board Member Chris Cowart was manning the 
Cedar Key School Parents-Teachers Organization (PTO) Tent, where the PTO was 
selling grilled shrimp. 
     Joining Cowart were Lauren Adams and Linda Campbell. By the way, Adams puts the 
"P" as well as the "T" in PTO, because she is the parent of two students as well as being a 
teacher. And Campbell is a grandparent of a CKS student. So, if there was a PGTO, she 
could put the “G” in there as well. 
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Levy County School Board Member Chris Cowart (left) is seen wearing a 
Purple Pinkie Peanut Run shirt from his association with the Rotary Club of 
Williston. Williston recently had its Annual Peanut Festival. Standing in the 
center is Lauren Adams, an eighth-grade and tenth-grade English teacher 
from Cedar Key School. Linda Campbell (on the right) is a reading coach at 
CKS. They were the first team in the PTO tent grilling shrimp as a 
fundraiser. All sorts of clams, shrimp, fish, crab cakes and many other 
seafood items were available from many non-profit interests funding their 
projects partly from this seafood festival. 
 

 
Chris Cowart grills shrimp. 
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     Cowart said that with Saturday's part of the event falling through, the PTO members 
were only grilling shrimp, rather than cooking burgers as well. 
     Another set of the many, many seafood cooks at this event are Dr. Mike Allen, the 
director of the Nature Coast Biological Station since 2015, and Cedar Key Vice Mayor 
Sue Colson, one of the many movers and shakers on the island. 
 

 
Dr. Mike Allen and Cedar Key Vice Mayor Sue Colson cook crab cakes to 
help earn money for the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce. 
 
     They were cooking Miss Thelma's Crab Cakes, made from the recipe of one of the 
most beloved cooks in the history of the island. 
     Thelma McCain, 76, of Cedar Key passed away Sunday, March 5, 2017, at her home. 
She was born in Cross City on Nov. 20, 1940. 
     McCain was a cook at the Captain's Table Restaurant for 18 years and at the Cedar 
Key Cafeteria for 13 years. She was on the Board of Directors at Central Florida Electric 
Cooperative and the Levy Association for Retarded Citizens for numerous years. She 
also served on the board of Cedar Key Water and Sewer, was a member of the Cedar Key 
Lions & Lioness Club, and was very involved in other community matters. 
     Vice Mayor Colson had some words for the world to capture the moment Sunday as 
she cooked those delicious crab cakes. 
     “This year we showed everybody what resilience is,” Colson said. “We let that little 
storm pass through on Saturday. Then we kicked butt with this festival. We killed it! 
     “The guests all fasted last night so they could party twice as hard now,” Colson added. 
     Always a veritable font of information and full of sage advice, Colson then, while 
flipping crab cakes and cooking some of them to special order, spoke about the island’s 
culture that goes beyond just bouncing back after hurricanes, or tropical storms. 
     The Cedar Key Aquaculture Association built ClamTastic, a huge being constructed 
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from recycled plastic. Vice Mayor Colson said not only does Cedar Key recycle, it 
repurposes everything under the sun as well. 
     While her minutes of profound statements at the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce’s 
cook tent were great, Vice Mayor Colson had just minutes before opened the 50th 
Annual Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival. 
     First, she told everyone present for the start of the event that during the summer, 
there were 100 children participating in the 2019 Cedar Key Summer Youth Program. 
     One of the things the children learned Colson said, was how to repair a net. In honor 
of generations upon generations of fishermen based on Cedar Key, the children created 
a net to be hung at the start of the Lions Club event. 

 
 
Hedy Havel 
 
     Hedy Havel taught the 
children how to mend a net. 
Havel, who was among the 
people at Episcopal Church 
tent, said she has been 
mending nets for 19 years, 
and she enjoyed helping the 
children learn how to do 
this. 
 
 
 

 

Cedar Key Vice 
Mayor Sue Colson 
speaks about the 
summer program 
and how children 
learned to mend 
nets, just as their 
ancestors did for a 
very long time in 
Cedar Key.  
 
     Colson called for the 
net to be brought 
forward. Morgan 
Winfield, Emilee 

Winfield, Marlee Collins, Kayla Winfield and Kayley Sloan brought the net forward. On 
it, were several artistic paper fish – each with the first names of some of the participants 
from the summer. 
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     Celicia Winfield directed the Cedar Key Summer Youth Program for the third 
consecutive summer this year. She said each year there are 100 children in the summer 
program. 
     The girls hung the net on the working clam boat – which again served as a stage this 
year. 

 
The girls bring out the net. Celicia Winfield is seen at the far left in this 
photo. 
 

(from left) 
Morgan 
Winfield, 
Emilee 
Winfield, 
Marlee Collins, 
Kayla Winfield 
and Kayley 
Sloan pose 
with the net. A 
number of 
photographers 
were taking 
pictures at the 
same time 
here. 
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Buck Jones 
(left) checks 
his guitar as 
Reggie Stacy 
starts telling 
the crowd 
about the 
songs he 
plans to sing. 
 
     At Colson’s 
request, Reggie 
Stacy, a 
renowned 
singer from 
Bronson, sang 
The Star-
Spangled Banner -- A cappella. Afterward, he sang, and sang, and sang a wide variety of 
songs, including country music, with Buck Jones on guitar. Buck’s wife Billie Jones 
watched as did scores of other people in Cedar Key City Park, right next to the beach 
leading into the Gulf of Mexico. 
 

https://youtu.be/5x-HB5GU1ZE 

In this video, Reggie Stacy sings the national anthem. 

 

Seen here (from 
left) Fisher 
Collins, Isabella 
Bishop and Claire 
Ryan were 
stopped on Second 
Avenue on 
Sunday. This 
pause, which 
include three 
quick sales of 
water, interrupted 
their chanting ‘Ice 
cold water, a 
dollar. Help the 
Cedar Key Safety 
Patrol go to Washington (clap clap) D.C.’ These fifth-grade Cedar Key 
School Safety Patrol members were some of the many patrol members 
selling water in the battle against dehydration, while helping raise money 
for the trip in the summer. 
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Al Hardee (left) and Billie Ray Sharp stand on the other side of the round 
table (Number 49) that Sharp built from oak. The trim on the table is 
cherry. Hardee builds the other tables seen in the area. Hardee said he is 
thankful to have Sharp as a mentor, and he has built some of the round 
tables as well. That particular table on display at the 50th Annual Cedar Key 
Seafood Festival is the 49th Sharp has built. 
 

 
Autumn Zeigler, 10, of Cedar Key creates art in the Children’s Art Area of 
the gazebo in City Park. Each year during the Seafood Festival, children can 
enjoy painting there. Miss Zeigler said she has been creating art there for 
the past four festivals, since she was six years old. And she has sold some of 
her art at the festival. There were many other children painting there. 
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Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
Tammy Jones 
was available 
to help any 
voters. She 
even 
registered a 
person to vote 
from another 
county. Like 
the other 67 
county 
supervisors of 
elections in 
Florida, Jones 
can register a 
person in the 
county where 
they reside, even if they are outside of the county when the paperwork is 
completed. Jimmy Jones, her husband and chauffeur of the day, is seen by 
her side. Hanging in the tent with them is a birdhouse (to the left of them) 
that came from the Cedar Keys Audubon Society. 
 
 

Cedar Keys Audubon 
Society Board Member 
Libby Cagle (left) is seen 
with Marlee Collins 
(center), 8, and Wren 
Adams, 7. The young Miss 
Collins is holding a 
birdhouse she was given 
after donating to the Cedar 
Keys Audubon Society. Not 
long after this photo was 
taken, the young Miss 
Adams also had a 
birdhouse in hand for her 
helping the Audubon 
Society. The Cedar Keys 
Audubon Society earned 
the 2017 Florida Chapter 

of the Year title. That was the first year this group was in existence. 
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Billie Jones looks up as her husband Buck Jones plays guitar and Reggie 
Stacy sings on Sunday. 
 

 
The long inflatable devices used to draw attention to the LifeSouth 
Community Blood Centers Blood Mobile are both leaning toward the Gulf of 
Mexico. A beautiful blue sky and a gentle fall breeze added to the wonders 
at the seafood festival on Sunday. 
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Fire Chief Robert Robinson of the Cedar Key Volunteer Fire Rescue 
Department holds a pink shirt. The department was accepting donations for 
the shirt, so it could give the money to the American Cancer Society – as 
well as to help support breast cancer awareness. 
 
 

 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS 

 

 

A couple is seen wearing their 
Clam Outfits. They arrived 
Saturday, because they did not 
learn about the festival being 
canceled that day, due to 
Tropical Storm Nestor. 
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Children in the 2019 Cedar Key Summer Youth Program learn about 
mending fishing nets. 
Cedar Key Vice Mayor Sue Colson provided the two photos shown above. 

 


