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Potential storm to probably hit area late Friday 
night through Saturday morning 
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     TRI-COUNTY AREA – There is a strong likelihood of a fast-moving tropical 
system sweeping through the area late Friday night (Oct. 18) through Saturday morning 
(Oct. 19), according to information provided Thursday (Oct. 17) by Dixie County 
Emergency Services Division Chief of Emergency Management Scott Garner, FPEM, and 
Levy County Emergency Management Assistant Director David Peaton, FPEM, show. 
     Information provided to Emergency Management professionals by the Tallahassee-
based and Ruskin-based National Weather Service (NWS) offices show Potential 
Tropical System #16 is on its way to this part of Florida. 
     The current track of the storm reflects the storm making its way toward Florida, and 
potentially it could have impacts to the Dixie County and Levy County coasts, the NWS 
noted, and Peaton and Garner shared. 
     The Dixie County and Levy County coasts are currently under a Storm Surge and 
Tropical Storm Watch until further notice. These watches only affect the coastal areas of 
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Dixie County and Levy County, in regard to the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties. 
     Residents and visitors along the coast, including Cedar Key and Yankeetown in Levy 
County, and the Suwannee area and Steinhatchee area of Dixie County, should prepare 
for gusty winds, minor storm surge of up to 5-foot MSL, but this could change rapidly 
depending on the changing track of the storm. 
     The inland areas of Levy County and Dixie County should prepare for weather 
patterns that will closely mimic normal summer thunderstorm activity. 
     Due to the timing, intensity and speed of the storm, no evacuations or closures are 
expected. 
     Residents in coastal areas should make sure that they are prepared, just in case the 
track and intensity significantly change. 
     Residents and visitors along the west coast of Florida from Yankeetown to the 
Panhandle are advised to continue to monitor local weather providers for any significant 
changes. 
     For more information in Levy County, people can call Levy County Emergency 
Management at 352-486-5213 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on weekdays. 

 


