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Dixie County EMS 

goes beyond the call of duty 

 
Here are some of the members of the Dixie County Emergency Services. They are 

(from left) Paramedic Chase Gardner, DCES EMS Division Chief Scott Pendarvis, 

Emergency Management Division Chief Scott Garner, Dixie County Emergency 

Services Chief Darian Brown, Fire Operations Chief Roy Bass and Community 

Paramedicine Paramedic Tyler Kuhn. Chief Pendarvis and paramedics Gardner 

and Kuhn are wearing the DCES ‘Heroes Supporting Heroes’ shirts to help 

promote breast cancer awareness during October. the only DCES chief not 

pictured is DCES 9-1-1 Division Chief Chuck Elton, who was in Tallahassee on this 

day. 
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     DIXIE COUNTY – The Emergency Medical Services division of Dixie County Emergency 

Services just started a couple of added practices that show it goes beyond the call of duty. 

     Each day, the men and women under the direction of EMS Division Chief Scott Pendarvis 

render aid and save lives, on occasion having to transport patients to other cities for emergency 

care and hospitalization as well. 

     As of Oct. 1, though, Chief Pendarvis said in an interview on Wednesday (Oct. 16), the DCES 

EMS is active in community paramedicine. 

     Dixie County Paramedic Tyler Kuhn is among the first paramedics in Dixie County participate 

in this practice, Chief Pendarvis said. Only 23 of the 67 counties in Florida have EMS units 

taking this next step in helping people. 

     The closest other EMS personnel participating in community paramedicine are Gainesville 

Fire Rescue, Pendarvis said. 

     He is in frequent contact with GFR. In Gainesville, the paramedics have been performing this 

added duty with its current status since 2016, Pendarvis said and since 2013 unofficially. 
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     Each of the 23 EMS organizations participating in this program, Pendarvis said, has their 

own methods for community paramedicine. 

     In Dixie County, the process begins by using data to identify high frequency 9-1-1 callers, 

Pendarvis said 

     DCES Division Chief of 9-1-1 Chuck Elton is a leader in use of maps, data, and all technical or 

computer issues. 

     Once those patients are identified, Pendarvis said, the paramedic follows up by 

communicating with the patients. The paramedic conducts follow-up care, with a focus on a care 

plan and needs assessment. 

     At least once a week, the paramedic checks with the patients under his or her care to assure 

they are staying on track with their care plan. 

     In conducting the initial needs assessment, Pendarvis said, the paramedic connects the 

patients with resources they have not availed themselves of before that. These things can include 

connecting them with a primary care physician, helping them learn about food banks, 

pharmacies, Elder Care, mental health resources and the Suwannee River Economic Council. 

     Although the program is early, Chief Pendarvis said the first three patients have welcomed 

the help from paramedics. 

     Chief Pendarvis has been working with Dixie County Emergency Services for 17 years so far. 

During the past few years Pendarvis and Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown, 

who is the overall the leader of DCES, have been talking about starting this process in Dixie 

County. 

     For the past two years, Chief Pendarvis has been attending the access to care meetings at the 

state level. 

     Chief Brown leads the following division chiefs – Chief Pendarvis, EMS; Chief Elton – 9-1-1; 

Division Chief of Fire Service Operations Roy Bass; and Division Chief of Emergency 

Management Scott Garner, 

     Everyone in DCES, though, works as part of a team to help the residents and visitors of Dixie 

County. 

     Another new practice for DCES EMS Chief Pendarvis and his crews of paramedics and EMTs 

is even more unique than community paramedicine. 

     Dixie County Emergency Services Division of Emergency Medical Services is the only 9-1-1 

ground transportation unit in Florida that is administering antibiotics to select patients for 

treatment of sepsis and certain traumatic injuries, Pendarvis said. 

     The purpose of this added step, Pendarvis said, beyond the norm of Advanced Life Support 

care is to provide patients with early access to a broad spectrum of antibiotics in an effort to 

decrease mortality. 

     While Dixie County is the only Florida county performing this action, Pendarvis said, South 

Carolina has been doing it since 2015. 

     Dixie County EMS is going beyond the normal call of duty to save lives. 

     Chief Brown and Chief Pendarvis, though, have both said they need to hire more paramedics. 

The EMS division needs more paramedics. 

     For more information about working as a paramedic for DCES, call Chief Brown or Chief 

Pendarvis at 352-498-1240 – extension 229 for Chief Pendarvis or extension 239 for Chief 

Brown. Their emails are Scott.pendarvis@dixie.fl.gov and Darian.brown@dixie.fl.gov. 
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