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Trenton defeats intra-county rival Bell 50-24 

 
Trenton quarterback Tyler Perry breaks free for an 85-yard touchdown run 
on Trenton's opening drive. 
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     BELL -- The Trenton Middle High School Tigers Varsity Football Team used a 
physically dominant run game to defeat the Bell Middle High School Bulldogs 50-24 
Friday (Oct. 11) in the annual cross-county rivalry game. 
     The visiting Trenton Tigers took a 34-8 lead into the half and gave some ground in 
the third quarter to a scrappy Bell team, but the Tigers used a combination of power and 
speed on the ground and a stingy defense to keep Bell at bay. 
     “We played really, really hard in the first half and we played really well,” Trenton 
Head Varsity Football Coach Bill Wiles said. “We came out of the game real good. The 
second half they got some penalties. That one drive I think we gained 140 yards to score, 
right, but I’m proud of them. They came back this week and played really well.” 
     Coach Wiles said he sent some of the players off his bench into the game in the third 
quarter and things got a little sloppy. He had to bring the starters back into the lineup to 
regain control. 
     He said he thinks his team just wanted to come to Bell and play well. He 
congratulated his Tigers for playing a good game, but reminded them in the post-game 
huddle, “There’s always getting better.” 
     Wiles said he has a great deal of respect for Bell Head Varsity Football Coach Joey 
Whittington and what he has done with the program, but he said the Tigers were the 
best team in this game. 
     “Sometimes you’re just better than people. Joey does a great job. We got a few more 
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players, but I think our kids played good. I’m not trying to take anything away from that. 
My hat’s off to Joey. I have all the respect in the world for him,” Wiles said. 
     Trenton’s well-executed run game was the difference in the score, Whittington said 
     “They came out and physically dominated us tonight,” Coach Whittington said. 
"Coach Wiles does a great job with their run game. They shoved it down our throats all 
night. They hit a few passes here and there when they needed to, but they were just 
physically dominant.” 
     Whittington said his team performed a little better in the second half. He said his 
Bulldogs hit the holes better and the blocking improved, “but it was a little too late.” 
     “We are able to get a couple of scores, but clearly when it’s 50-24, it’s not enough,” he 
said. 
     Trenton served notice early that it had the power to strike hard and fast with its run 
game. 
     After stopping Bell’s opening drive, Trenton took over at its own 15 and scored on an 
85-yard run by quarterback Tyler Perry. Brian Kananja ran for Trenton's two-point 
conversion. 
     The Tigers scored again midway through the first quarter when Perry ran 11 yards for 
his second score of the night. He threw a pass to Tyrese Jackson for the two-point 
conversion. Trenton led 16-0 with 4:07 left in the quarter. 
     Bell failed to convert on fourth down on its next drive and the Tigers took over on 
downs. Trenton drove 60 yards to score on a Caleb Morgan run from three yards out. 
Perry threw a pass to Jackson for the two-point conversion, giving Trenton a 24-0 lead 
with 8:06 left in the second quarter. 
     The Bulldogs’ next possession ended on the opening play with an interception by 
Trenton’s Jamari Chism. 
     The Tigers drove from their own 49-yard line to score on a 5-yard run by Dylan 
James. The extra point was good. Trenton led 31-0 with 5:04 left in the half. 
 
 

 

 

 

Jamari Chism (2) 
makes a sharp 
cut as he heads 
down field for 
big yardage in 
the fourth 
quarter. 
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Tiger runner Dylan James (5) follows blocker Caleb Morgan on a first down 
run in the second half. 
 

 
Bulldog linebacker Garrett Brooker (30) smashes into Trenton quarterback 
Tyler Perry (1) for the stop. 
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     Bell’s offense came alive on its next possession. The Bulldogs drove from their own 
30-yard line to within inches of Trenton’s goal line before Bulldogs quarterback Caden 
Hastings blasted through the line for a touchdown. Running back Jonathon Neudert 
lowered his helmet and shoulder pads to punch through the left side of Trenton’s 
defense for the two-point conversion with 46 seconds left in the half. 
 

 
Bell's Caleb Hastings (21) uses his speed to advance the ball to the goal line. 
The run set up a touchdown. 
 
     The score was 31-8 going into the third quarter. 
     The quarter began with a hard-fought effort by Bell to put an end to Trenton’s 
dominant run game, but the Tigers were equally determined not take their foot off the 
accelerator. 
     Trenton took 9 minutes off the clock and walked backward seven times after being 
flagged for motion and delay penalties, but finally scored on a 1-yard plunge by Morgan. 
The Tigers faked an extra point attempt, but the deception was diagnosed by the Bell 
defense and failed. The score was 37-8 with 3:32 left in the third quarter. 
     The Bulldogs weren’t finished. They drove from their own 40 on the next Bell 
possession and scored on a 2-yard run by Joey Pinna. Branden Wallace ran for the two-
point conversion, making the score 37-16 with 37 seconds left in the third quarter. 
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E- Joey Pinna (6) follows his blockers into the end zone for a Bell 
touchdown. 
 
     But Trenton wasn’t finished scoring either. An onside kick by the Bulldogs was 
recovered by Trenton at the Tiger 34. Trenton drove quickly down field to score a 25-
yard touchdown run by Perry. The extra point attempted failed, leaving the score 43-14. 
     Trenton wrapped up its scoring midway through the fourth quarter after taking over 
on downs from Bell. On the first play from scrimmage, Perry scored on a 75-yard run. 
The extra point was good. Trenton led 50-16. 
     Bell refused to quit. On its next possession, the Bulldogs drove quickly from their own 
41 to score on a 5-yard run by Pinna. Wallace ran for the two-point conversion. 
      Trenton was threatening to score again on its final possession when time ran out. 

 


