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State senator defends toll roads; 

‘Operation Greenlight’ Oct. 14-18 in Gilchrist County 

 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz (left) speaks with Gilchrist County 
Manager Bobby Crosby (center) and State Rep. Chuck Clemons Monday 
afternoon in Trenton. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 10, 2019 at 9:39 a.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY -- State Sen. Robert “Rob” Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 
5) defended the proposed new toll roads through North Florida in a somewhat-heated 
debate with a constituent Monday afternoon (Oct. 7). 

 
Gilchrist County 
Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz (left) 
welcomes State 
Sen. Rob Bradley in 
the Gilchrist 
County 
Commission 
meeting room on 
Monday afternoon 
(Oct. 7). 
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State Rep. Chuck Clemons (left) and State Sen. Robert “Rob” Bradley pose 
for a photo opportunity moments before starting the Gilchrist County 
Legislative Delegation Hearing on Monday. Later that afternoon, the 
gentlemen went to Cross City for the Dixie County Legislative Delegation 
Hearing. 
 
     The verbal sparring match was part of the Gilchrist County Legislative Delegation 
hearing, which included State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, 
Dist. 21), debating with the same man as Bradley. Clemons took issue with the man in 
regard to fracking. 
     Fracking is the process of injecting liquid at high pressure into subterranean rocks, 
boreholes, etc., so as to force open existing fissures as a method to extract oil or gas. 
     Also, at a point near the end of the hearing, Sen. Bradley expressed his opinion to a 
staff member of a tax-imposing state regional government entity. Bradley told 
Suwannee River Water Management Executive Director Hugh Thomas that it was the 
senator's opinion that the SRWMD should quit setting millage rates at the rollback rate, 
as it has for several years, and should increase the rate so that the SRWMD nets more 
tax dollars. 
     The rollback rate is the rate of ad valorem property tax millage that would generate 
the same amount of property tax revenues as approved for the prior year  - Less 
allowances for new construction, additions, deletions annexations, and improvements 
increasing value by at least 100 percent and tangible personal property value in excess of 
115 percent of the previous year’s value. 
     The rollback rate was established by the Truth in Millage (TRIM) law in the 1980s. 
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     When the tax base value of property increases, the rolled back rate is less than the 
prior year’s rate. When the tax base decreases, the rolled back rate is more than the 
prior year’s rate. 
     Sen. Bradley explained that the Florida Legislature is being called upon to fund 
projects, and the SRWMD is among the entities empowered with levying taxes. By 
revising the millage rate so that the annual budget for the water management district 
stays the same, despite rising costs over the past several years, that may indicate the 
district is having to cut some level of service in its jurisdiction. 
     Beyond that, the Florida Legislature then cannot call upon the SRWMD to pay for 
certain projects that the state mandates into existence or for continuation. 
     The Suwannee River Water Management District is one of five regional water 
management districts in Florida, created by the Florida Legislature through passage of 
the Water Resources Act of 1972. The SRWMD is the smallest of the state's water 
management districts in terms of geographic area, population served, tax base and 
agency staff. 
     The SRWMD serves the people in all of Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, 
Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee, Taylor and Union counties – and parts of Alachua, 
Baker, Bradford, Jefferson, Levy and Putnam counties. The people of Levy County have 
repeated asked the Florida Legislature to put all of Levy County within the SRWMD. 
     Florida Senate District 5 includes all or part of 11 counties -- Levy, Dixie, Gilchrist, 
Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Lafayette, Suwannee, Union and part of Marion 
counties. 
     Florida House of Representatives District 21 includes all or part of three counties -- 
Dixie, Gilchrist and part of Alachua counties. 
     Rep. Clemons served as the chair of both the Gilchrist County Legislative Delegation 
and the Dixie County Legislative Delegation hearings on Monday. At the conclusion of 
the meetings, there was no action to choose the chair for next year’s set of legislative 
delegation meetings, because Sen. Bradley cannot be reelected due to term limits, and 
some person may run against Rep. Clemons for that duty in the Florida House of 
Representatives. 
     As usual, the hearing included many people saying they are thankful for the leaders in 
the state who represent Senate District 5 and House District 21. 
     Rep. Clemons, as the chair of the delegation, opened the hearing by expressing his 
wish that the federal government would have representatives and senators who pass a 
balanced budget, rather than just printing more money. 
     The Florida Legislature last year, Clemons said, passed the largest budget in Florida’s 
history. That was a $91.8 billion budget, he said. 
     Clemons told listeners that the state leaders applied a record amount of funding to 
things that needed more funding – “… like the environment, like the Springs 
Restoration Program.” 
     Clemons mentioned that with Sen. Bradley’s leadership on the Appropriations 
Committee, the Florida Legislature moved the budget from $50 million to $100 million 
in the Springs Restoration Program. 
     That budget was signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, Rep. Clemons said, and it started with 
the state budget year, which began July 1. 
     Clemons said he is honored to represent the people of Gilchrist County. 
     Sen. Bradley said the previous year was very good for the people of Florida. The focus 
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on the environment and education reflects the values of the people in his Senate district. 
     The recent groundbreaking on a new middle-high school in Gilchrist County 
represents a $7 million part of the state’s budget in this fiscal year, he said. 
     Another issue, he continued, was dealt with by “the veto pen” during the 
administration of former Gov. Rick Scott. Now with Gov. DeSantis, Sen. Bradley said, 
the money that was put in the state budget for the Gilchrist County Jail “survived the 
veto pen” for this year’s budget. 
     The senator said Rep. Clemons is a great partner for him in Tallahassee to make sure 
the voice of the people of Gilchrist County is heard in the halls of the Florida Legislature. 
 
GILCHRIST COUNTY COMMISSION CHAIRMAN TODD GRAY 
 
Gilchrist County 
Commission 
Chairman Todd Gray 
speaks with the two 
state leaders. 
 
     Gilchrist County 
Commission Chairman 
Todd Gray thanked the 
two state leaders for 
their work, where they 
consider the matters of 
Gilchrist County, other 
counties in their 
respective districts and 
where they deal with 
matters that involve 
people in all 67 of 
Florida’s counties. 
     Gray thanked the leaders for helping the Payment In Lieu of Taxes to continue; for 
efforts related to rural economic development; Springs Protection; the Florida 
Department of Transportation’s Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) and the Small 
County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP); and for the money to complete the design of 
the future Gilchrist County Jail. 
     Gilchrist County Commission Chairman Gray, like his counterpart in Levy County 
(Chairman John Meeks) asked the two leaders to consider the priorities outlined by the 
Small Counties Coalition. 
     Just as in Levy County, Gray told the leaders that having affordable, reliable high-
speed Internet service in rural Florida is critically needed for education, as well as for 
economic growth. Another problem faced by all small counties in Florida, he said, is the 
share of Medicare costs that must be shouldered by taxpayers. 
     Rep. Clemons asked Chairman Gray about whether he had done the mathematics to 
see about what the people would pay here if the state had chosen like most other states 
in regard to Medicare extension. 
     Gilchrist County Clerk Newton told Clemons that he had not done the hypothetical 
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exercise to determine that number. Gray reminded the state leader that Gilchrist County 
is joining with all small Florida counties as they approach the state on this matter. 
     Gray said he would like to see the plan to widen State Road 26 east from Trenton 
come to fruition. 
     “This could be a big benefit for us in the way of economic development,” Gray said, 
“our access to healthcare, (improved transportation for) public safety and hurricane 
evacuation.” 
     Gray also told the state leaders that he hopes they share in Tallahassee that the 
people of Gilchrist County want to continue to enjoy the right of home rule – so that the 
county leaders can make choices without mandates from state leaders overriding them. 
 
GILCHRIST COUNTY CLERK OF COURT 
AND COMPTROLLER TODD NEWTON 

 
Gilchrist 
County Clerk 
of Court and 
Comptroller 
Todd Newton 
speaks to the 
two state 
leaders. He 
shared insight 
about 
Gilchrist 
County taking 
a progressive 
step forward 
with help 
from the 
Florida 

Legislature to help people regain their driving privilege with some debt 
relief in Operation Greenlight. 
  

     Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton expressed his appreciation for the state leaders 
helping the county obtain funds it needed. 
     One event happening in many Florida counties, including Gilchrist County, will be a 
sort of amnesty to help people reinstate their driving privileges, Newton said. 
     The current fines and fees for many people is too high for them to overcome, and so 
the Florida Legislature has created this possible option. 
     In Gilchrist County, this will be a weeklong event Monday through Wednesday with 
regular business hours and Thursday and Friday with extended hours. 
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OPERATION GREENLIGHT 

     Operation Greenlight in Gilchrist County will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Oct. 14, 15 
and 16, and from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Oct. 17 and 18. That is when the Gilchrist County 
Clerk’s Office in the County Courthouse will be helping people restore their driver 
licenses with significantly reduced penalties and fees. 
     Newton said he believes this is an excellent program where the state is helping people 
restore their ability to legally operate a motor vehicle to get to work, take children to 
school or go wherever they want when they want. Public transportation in rural Florida 
is almost non-existent. 
     Clemons said he voted in favor of this Bill last year, which was adopted. 
     “That person who lives hand-to-mouth, every month, paycheck-to-paycheck,” 
Clemons said, “is trying the best that he or she can do to pay their bills…” 
     And the person is issued a speeding ticket, he continued. They are unable to pay the 
ticket, and then their license is suspended. Then they are caught while driving on a 
suspended license as they go to work. That is another fine, he said, which results not 
from driving but from their failure to pay the speeding ticket. 
     Sen. Bradley said he agrees with Clemons, however he added that a person who lost 
their license from failure to pay child support must pay child support before their 
license is restored. 
     The accrual of late fees and charges that grow over time from a person “getting 
behind the eight ball in their life,” Bradley said, where those fees are wholly related to 
the license issue, are the places where the clerks’ offices in Florida can provide relief to 
those drivers. 
     When a person is wanting to do the right thing and get their life back on track, 
Bradley said, is where the state leaders felt these windows of amnesty can be opened – 
hence, Operation Greenlight. 
 
GILCHRIST COUNTY SHERIFF BOBBY SCHULTZ 
 

 
Gilchrist County 
Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz tells the 
state leaders what 
the sheriffs of 
Florida would like 
see done in the 
session this year. 
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     Just as Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum said during the Legislative Delegation 
last month, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz shared with the state leaders points 
that the Florida Sheriff’s Association (FSA) wants the Legislature to consider when it 
meets starting in January. 
     Schultz is the current vice president of the FSA, as well as being the sheriff of 
Gilchrist County. 
     The FSA is asking for the state’s help in dealing with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) in regard to the use of drones (Unmanned Aerial Systems) in 
regard to law enforcement and investigations. The FAA is a federal agency that regulates 
air traffic over the United States. 
     The FSA is seeking exemptions from the FAA laws preventing the use of drones in 
certain air spaces, and the requirements for licensure to legally operate them. 
     Sheriff Shultz said the GCSO and other counties’ sheriffs’ offices could use drones to 
save lives and property. 
     Another FSA request of the Legislature is more clarity in the understanding that the 
Sheriff’s Office is in charge of court security – rather than any other entity being in 
charge of court security in every Florida county. 
     A third FSA issue is that verbal threats to harm a person cannot be enforced as a 
crime, whereas written threats can cause a person to be taken into custody. Sheriff 
Schultz said he loves the United States Constitution and the rights protected by it, 
including the freedom to express oneself; however, when a person says they are going to 
harm or kill another person, law enforcement officers’ find themselves as being unable 
to act – in contrast with when a person writes that he or she is going to harm or kill a 
person. 
    When there is a threat of a mass shooting and it is written, he said, that is a second-
degree felony. When there is a threat of a mass shooting and it is verbal, he said, that is 
not a crime that is enforceable in Florida, yet. 
     The sheriff then made a local request on behalf of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Gilchrist County Public School District. 
     Sheriff Schultz said the county has spent money that was allegedly going to be 
reimbursed in regard to security in the schools after the shooting deaths of people on 
Feb. 14, 2018, at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland. 
    Some has been reimbursed, but some money is 180 days (six months) past due, he 
said. 
    Sen. Bradley said this is a real problem, and he thanked the sheriff for bringing it to 
the attention of the state. He promised to follow-up on why this has taken so long. 
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GILCHRIST COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR MICHAEL McELROY 
 
Recently 
appointed by 
Gov. Ron 
DeSantis, 
Gilchrist County 
Tax Collector 
Michael McElroy 
made an 
appearance at 
the hearing on 
Monday 
afternoon in 
Trenton. 
 
     Gilchrist County 
Tax Collector 
Michael McElroy 
attended his first 
Legislative Delegation in his new job, after the July 26 appointment to the post by Gov. 
DeSantis. 
     Former Tax Collector Barbara Merritt resigned about six months ago. 
     McElroy started at the Tax Collector’s Office on Aug. 5. His last day at Ameris Bank, 
where he had been the Branch Manager for the past 16 years, was Aug 2. 
     His wife Christie McElroy is the principal at Ruth Rains Middle School in Cross City, 
and she is an elected Gilchrist County School Board member. 
     Tax Collector McElroy thanked the two men for visiting. Having been in office for 
some 70-odd days, he had no requests. 
 
GILCHRIST COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS ROB RANKIN 
 
Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of 
Schools Rob Rankin 
expresses his gratitude 
for the state’s help in 
funding the start of a 
future middle-high 
school in the county. 
 
     Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools 
Rob Rankin thanked the 
state leaders for the future 
school that will serve 
children in grades 6 
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through 12. He reminded them that another $7 million is needed for that school to be 
completed. 
     Superintendent Rankin also thanked the state leaders for their effort to increase 
teacher salaries. He mentioned this school year, there were 3,000 vacancies across the 
state for certified teachers. 
 
GILCHRIST COUNTY COURT JUDGE SHEREE LANCASTER 

 
Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree Lancaster 

     Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree Lancaster visited briefly to tell the leaders she 
appreciates their work in Tallahassee. 
     She reminded them of the request from county courts all over the state to increase 
staff salaries, so the government employers would be more competitive with employers 
in the private business world. 
 
FANNING SPRINGS MAYOR TRIP LANCASTER 
 
Fanning Springs Mayor ‘Trip’ Lancaster 
 
     Fanning Springs Mayor 
Howell E. “Trip” Lancaster III 
shared with Rep. Clemons, as 
he had with Rep. Charlie 
Stone (R-Ocala, Dist. 22) that 
Fanning Springs is in both 
Gilchrist County and Levy 
County. 
     Florida House Dist. 22 is 
all of Levy County and part of 
southwest Marion County. 
     Mayor Lancaster spoke 
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about the progress in the city, especially in regard to wastewater treatment changing 
from septic tanks to a centralized system. The reduction in nitrogen to the surrounding 
springs has brought back eel grass, he said Lynetta Griner has reported. 
     Lancaster was also thankful for a Community Development Block Grant for 
Economic Development, which helped close the deal on construction of a new Best 
Western Hotel in the City of Fanning Springs. He said a groundbreaking ceremony is to 
be rescheduled to celebrate this new business, which will provide as many as 40 new 
jobs. 
     The first planned groundbreaking for the hotel was cancelled due to weather. 
 
JOSHUA AKIN – TOBACCO FREE PARTNERSHIP 

 
Joshua Akin 
 
     Joshua Akin of the Gilchrist County Tobacco Free Partnership said he hopes the state 
legislature will help the partnership in its efforts. 
     Vaping or the use of e-cigarettes, Akin said, is a health hazard. Candy-flavored e-
cigarettes show the tobacco industry is up to its tricks of enticing children to use 
nicotine, and to become addicted to it. 
     He mentioned that Gilchrist County has taken a positive step in this regard – 
prohibiting the use of tobacco products or e-cigarettes at Otter Springs Park and 
Campground. 
~ 
PRESIDENT MICHAEL ROTH – OUR SANTA FE RIVER 
     President Michael Roth of the non-profit organization Our Santa Fe River shared his 
opinion in regard to the past year of environmental matters in the Florida Legislature. 
     While $100 million for Springs Protection is a lot of money, Roth said this is not 
exactly a paradigm -- a typical example or pattern of something or a model. 
     Roth said restoration of springs this year is great. How about next year? He said 
seeking to resolve the problem that causes spring water degradation in quality is 
important. 
     He applauded the success in the City of Fanning Springs, however he added that for 
some reason the Florida Legislature is not addressing the impact of agricultural 
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interests on nitrogen being added to the water of springs in this part of Florida. 
     Roth then began his statement about fracking, in which he said the state failed to pass 
legislation to prevent that. 
     Rep. Clemons said Roth came to Tallahassee and lobbied against the very bill to stop 
fracking from happening in Florida. 
     Clemons said that bill would have prevented two of the three methods used for 
fracking. 
     Roth said that bill would still allow matrix acidizing, which involves the use of 
limestone dissolving acids to tap into oil and gas reserves well below the earth’s surface, 
a risky business according to environmental groups. 
     The bill would have prohibited traditional hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, which 
involves injecting a large amount of pressurized water and chemicals to break up deep-
rock formations to tap into the natural gas or petroleum. 
     Roth said that by allowing matrix acidizing, “It would have taken all of the teeth out 
of the bill.” 
     Roth went on to criticize the Clean Waterways Act. 
     “So, really,” Roth said, “I hear everybody saying it was a great year for the 
environment, and yet, environmentalists don’t seem to perceive it that way.” 
     He sees environmentalist losing on fracking issues, on the Clean Waterways Act, and 
he added, now there is a move for adding toll roads. 
     Wealthy people in Taylor County and roadbuilders are in favor of the toll road 
construction projects, Roth said. 
     “There seems to be no recognition of the rural lifestyle as being a valid lifestyle,” Roth 
said. “I just don’t understand that.” 
     He said people have a choice, currently, to live in a rural or an urban environment. 
     “Now,” he said, “all of the urban people who know better (than the rural people) that 
they can ‘fix our problem.’ We don’t have a problem. We will have a problem, though, if 
we have roads being built through disturb the aquifer recharge areas, disturb wildlife…” 
      Growth containment, Roth said, “is poison” because no one wants to talk about it. He 
said the 800 people a day moving to Florida can be reduced in number. 
     Policies can be created, Roth said, to discourage people from moving into Florida. 
     Sen. Bradley asked Roth for a method to reduce the population influx into the state. 
     Roth said a state person income tax would have an impact. Rep. Clemons reminded 
Roth that the Florida Constitution prohibits personal income tax at the state level. 
      Sen. Bradley became bothered by Roth’s idea. 
     “I get it,” Sen. Bradley said. “You’re a liberal Democrat who wants us to raise taxes. 
We have got a Republican majority in the Senate and the House. We have a Republican 
governor. 
     “And we decided Florida is not going to be like New Jersey, New York, California or 
Oregon, where the 20th Century is going to be lost like those places in Illinois, because 
they can’t pay for what they promised.” 
     Bradley said people are fleeing those states and going to Florida because people who 
support anti-fracking are ruining those states. Those states are spiraling in debt, Bradley 
said. 
     Like the leaders in Washington, D.C., leaders in those states are spending more than 
they bring in. And all they can do it print money and borrow money, Bradley said. 
     Bradley told Roth to talk to a teacher or police officer in California about their 



HardisonInk.com 
happiness with the decisions their state leaders have made. Those leaders in some states 
other than Florida made such poor decisions, teachers and police officers may lose their 
state pension, Bradley told Roth. 
     Bradley said he sees Roth wants more taxes and to “bring northern governing 
principles to Florida.” 
     “We can’t build a wall around Florida,” Sen. Bradley said. “We’re going to get 800 
people a day, whether we like it or not. We can either plan for it, or put our head in the 
sand and ignore it.” 
     Bradley said Roth can vote for the Democrats, because he is never going to support 
Republicans. 
     “We care about the environment,” Bradley said. 
     “I don’t see that,” Roth said. 
     The dialogue digressed after Roth expressed his opinion that the toll roads are going 
to benefit wealthy people, like Senate President Bill Galvano (R-Bradenton, Dist. 21). 
     Roth is not the first to launch such a salvo. 
     Sierra Club Florida Director Frank Jackalone said during a news conference on April 
22 in St. Petersburg that his group will declare war on lawmakers who sponsor the bill 
(SB 7068), which is a priority of Senate President Galvano. 
     Bradley took offense that Roth may have intimated that Bradley’s good friend Sen. 
Galvano was somehow corrupt. 
     “By the way,” Bradley said, “there were only two ‘No’ votes in the entire Senate (on 
the toll road bill). So, it there was bipartisan support for these ‘corrupt’ roads. 
     “You’re saying the reason we did it was for kickback?” Bradley asked Roth. 
     The senator then explained, again, the reason for these toll roads is to help manage 
growth issues by improving the infrastructure, especially in regard to major roadways. 
      Rep. Clemons shared his perspective on people on two different sides of an issue in 
America. 
      He said he did sponsor a bill that would ban fracking in Florida, although he is not 
against fracking. 
     There are 130 million people who come to Florida each year, he said, and the state 
has a very fragile environment. If people stop coming to visit the state’s rivers and 
beaches, the state will be in financial trouble, Clemons said. 
     “And so, the process of government moves slowly,” Clemons said. “The process of the 
government is about working together to find workable solutions to the challenges that 
we are facing. 
     “And so, when the bill surfaced last year that would basically move us in the direction 
of removing the opportunities to frack in Florida – and there’s three pillars to that 
fracking process – and through that mediation and negotiation, two of those three 
would have been delivered and voted upon by the House and the Senate, and would 
move forward, and the various groups showed up to the committees, and actually 
lobbied against making progress against fracking in Florida. That was a total antipathy 
from what I thought 
     “In the governmental process, incremental increase,” Clemons continued, “is a 
victory. So, if we can move something toward the goalpost where we want to be, every 
yard that we gain is a plus.” 
     Clemons said he intends to make progress toward the goals this year, and if reelected 
will continue to seek to reach the goals. 



HardisonInk.com 
     “Is it (the governmental process) perfect?” he asked. “Absolutely not. But I don’t want 
perfection to ever stand in the way of progress that we make in our governmental 
bodies.” 
~ 
MELINA RAYNA SVANHILD FARLEY-BARRATT – ACTIVIST 
     Melina Rayna Svanhild Farley-Barratt is a self-proclaimed activist who asked Sen. 
Bradley and Rep. Clemons to endorse the ratification by Florida of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 
     This activist is in support of legislation approving the Equal Rights Amendment. 
     Thirty-seven of the 50 United States have adopted legislation approving the ERA 
(Equal Rights Amendment). Only one more state needs to ratify it to make the ERA part 
of the United States Constitution. 
     During the Second Session of the Ninety-second Congress of the United States of 
America, by a constitutional majority of two-thirds, both houses approved the Equal 
Rights Amendment.” 
     On March 22, 1972, this proposed amendment to the United States Constitution was 
sent to the states for ratification. 
     Article V of the United States Constitution authorizes the Legislature of Florida to 
ratify proposed amendments to the Constitution of the United States. 
     As noted, 37 of the necessary 38 states have ratified the Equal Rights Amendment. 
     Farley-Barratt asked the two leaders to support the bills in the Florida Legislature to 
ratify the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
       “There are some who say we don’t need it (the ERA) because it is symbolic,” Farley-
Barratt said. “I would say it is not. But, even if it was, that would be a reason to ratify it, 
not a reason to avoid it, because symbology is something that is really important to our 
culture. 
     “For instance, our flag, The Pledge of Allegiance, the National Anthem, even the 
prayer that you opened this meeting with,” Farley-Barratt continued. “They are all 
symbolic, because they are all important to the people.” 
     The failure to ratify the ERA, Farley-Barratt concluded, is symbolic of the nation’s 
opinion of women. 
SRWMD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HUGH THOMAS 
SRWMD Executive Director Hugh Thomas 
~ 
     SRWMD Executive Director Hugh Thomas thanked the state leaders for conducting 
the hearing in Gilchrist County. 
     He said the water management district appreciates the state supporting programs the 
district conducts. 
     “As a resident of Gilchrist County,” Thomas said, “I appreciate y’all coming out and 
taking your time here.” 
     Thomas, a lifelong Gilchrist County resident, said the natural resources in the county 
are important to him and several generations of his relatives who live in the area. 
     After Thomas again expressed his gratitude, Sen. Bradley asked about the district’s 
budget year, which began Oct. 1. He asked about the rollback rate, which the district has 
gone to for taxing the counties it covers each year for several years. 
     “I think that as we go forward in time,” Sen. Bradley said, “I think you out to get out 
of the habit of doing that. I’m looking at what the needs are, because as we continue to 
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go forward, there’s a lot of demands on Tallahassee (the state government) whether it’s 
springs’ funding or whatever it may be, and we need to be sharing more in the costs 
from some of these projects. 
     “If your (SRWMD) budget is the same as it was seven, or eight or nine years ago,” 
Bradley said, “because you are not raising the millage, for keeping up with the cost of 
living could be problematic. So, I encourage you guys and gals in the district to keep an 
open mind about these things.” 
     Bradley said that as he became more involved with the state budget, he saw there was 
more and more demand on the state to fund necessary projects. 
     “And people pay millage to the (Suwannee River Water Management) District to 
participate in that,” Bradley said. “So, I think there should be more cost-sharing than 
perhaps there is right now." 

 


