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Friday Night Done Right disappears from Dixie 
County; 
Anti-Drug Coalition provides other means to help people 
combat problems from drug abuse 

 
This screen shot from a Facebook post captures a message. 
 
By Bailee Osteen 
University of Florida Student Journalist 
© Oct. 10, 2019 at 
     DIXIE COUNTY -- While Friday Night Done Right, which was formerly held on 
different Friday nights in Cross City and Old Town, has been cancelled, Dixie County 
Anti-Drug Coalition (DCADC) continues forming new ways to combat the county’s drug 
and alcohol abuse. 
     Friday Night Done Right was an event held by the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition 
in order to give the community a free, fun and safe environment to go to enjoy Friday 
nights. The idea was to reduce the options for teenagers and young adults to participate 
in parties or situations where they could be introduced to alcohol or other mind-altering 
drugs. 
     Via Facebook, the DCADC released a statement saying, “It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the cancellation of our monthly Friday Night Done Right events. 
     “For over two years we have been at the Cross City Park every first Friday, and for a 
year and a half we have been in Old Town every third Friday, but unfortunately, due to 
low turnout, we cannot continue to host these events,” the DCADC noted on a Facebook 
post. 
     The Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition put on Friday Night Done Right for five 
consecutive years. DCADC Executive Director Katrina VanAernam explained “Strategies 
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that worked years ago may not work anymore.” 
 

 
This screen shot from part of a poster shows a different interactive event 
the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition is providing in its efforts to help the 
community reduce problems caused by drug abuse. 
 
     Despite this small setback, the coalition has planned many new strategies and events 
it hopes will have an even greater impact on the community. 
     A new interactive activity called Hidden in Plain Sight has come to fruition. It is a 
mock teenager’s bedroom. In the room setup to resemble a teen's bedroom, participants 
are challenged to find several objects that teenagers use to conceal or hide things they 
don’t want adults to see. These hiding places are where teenagers and others can put 
their drugs, paraphernalia such as pipes and hypodermic needles, tobacco, alcohol, large 
amounts of cash or other items they do not want found by a casual observer – such as a 
parent or guardian. 
     The challenge for the seekers is to see if they can spot or identify anything within this 
mock bedroom setting to determine if the person is experimenting with drugs or 
alcohol. The idea behind Hidden In Plain Sight is to raise awareness about how sneaky 
kids and others can be, and what the signs to look for are. Participants must be 21 years 
of age or older to participate in this challenge. 
     Hidden In Plain Sight is taking place in the DCADC offices, which are next to Ameris 
Bank at 79 NE 121 St. in Cross City. Ameris Bank is helping the DCADC as the coalition 
strives to help members of the community overcome problems caused by alcohol abuse 
and drug abuse in Dixie County. 
     DCADC Program Coordinator Debbie Sweem can be contacted via email 
debbiesweemfndr@gmail.com to schedule a reservation for an individual or a group to 
participate in the Hidden In Plain Sight interactive event. 
     DCADC Executive Director VanAernam said the coalition just completed a large 
survey to assess the community’s knowledge on drug and alcohol use, as well as to see 
how many people are using. 
     “We are data driven,” she said of the coalition. “We are constantly assessing and 
evaluating the community to better serve it.” 
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     She said the DCADC must adapt and change its methods just like any other 
organization amends or revises its strategies to accomplish its goals. 
     The Levy County Prevention Coalition and the Gilchrist County Anti-Drug Coalition 
are entities in the other two counties of the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist 
counties, which perform similar functions as they work within their communities to help 
people affected in a negative manner from drug abuse. 
     Publisher's Note: Bailee Osteen is a journalism student at the University of Florida's 
College of Journalism and Communications. She writes articles published in 
HardisonInk.com as part of her academic regimen there. She is a graduate of Dixie 
County High School, and her articles and photographs were published here then as well. 

  

 


