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Annual meeting shows safe, reliable and 

affordable power; 
CFEC rates to stay the same 

 
Seminole Electric Cooperative Chief Executive Officer and General Manager Lisa 

Johnson shared shares information about two significant new power-generating 

projects – one natural gas and one solar, which will help provide electricity to 

CFEC and other rural electric cooperatives in Florida. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 8, 2019 at 8:39 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – The annual membership meeting of Central Florida Electric Cooperative on 

Saturday (Oct. 5) showed the co-op progressing well with its plans for continued safe, reliable 

and affordable electric power service for its members 

     This year’s meeting provided much of the traditional reports and fun, however there was a 

new element – a call for people to become aware of a possible referendum on the ballot 

regarding power pricing. 

 

THE QUORUM AND PRIZES 

     The Rev. Jimmy Fletcher, pastor of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church of Bell, gave the invocation. 
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Seen outside before the presentation of the colors are (from left) BHS AJROTC 

Cadet Angelina Martinez as lead rifle; BHS Army JROTC Cadet Breanna Milan with 

the American flag; and cadets Keelin Gardner with the Florida flag and Jacqueline 

Edwards as rear rifle; and Ret. Army First Sgt. Jon Meinholz, one of their 

instructors at Bell High School. 

 

 
The Bell High School unit of the Army Jr. Reserve Officers Training Corps Color 

Guard present the colors. 

 

     Members of the Bell High School unit of the Army Jr. Reserve Officers Training Corps Color 

Guard presented the colors. 
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     Led by Ret. Army First Sgt. Jon Meinholz, the cadets in the BHS Army JROTC are Breanna 

Milan with the American flag and Angelina Martinez as lead rifle; and Keelin Gardner with the 

Florida flag and Jacqueline Edwards as rear rifle. 

     CFEC Board of Trustees President Barbara Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance and she led 

the meeting. 

     The CFEC Board of Trustees on the stage Saturday were President Barbara Townsend, 

District 9; James McCain, District 1; Carl Roof, District 2; Tony Weeks, District 3; Kyle Quincey, 

District 4; Donald Lane, District 5; Alan Mikell, District 6; Kenneth Osteen, District 7; and 

Randy Mikell, District 8. at the conclusion of the business meeting, Houston Markham became 

the District 8 representative on the CFEC Board of Trustees, as a result of the election. 

 

 
Attorneys W. Blake Fugate (left) and Norm D. Fugate stand to be recognized as 

they are introduced to the CFEC members. The previous CFEC attorney was Greg 

Beauchamp. 

 

     President Townsend introduced General Manager Denny George, and the new attorneys for 

the co-op Norm D. Fugate and W. Blake Fugate. 

     CFEC Secretary Alan Mikell announced that there are 262 CFEC members who must be 

present for a quorum. There were 411 members registered that Saturday morning, meaning a 

quorum existed. 

     There were 200 prizes awarded after the business meeting. With 411 registered members, 
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there were odds of about 50-50 that a person would leave with a prize. Every member was given 

a 5-gallon bucket, which included a light bulb, a night light, and a wealth of information – 

including the booklet that contains the current bylaws of the cooperative. 

     Prizes included cash or gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, $100 and the grand prize of 

$500 cash. Other prizes included a Mr. Coffee, a big kettle multi-cooker, booster cables, a 

family-size skillet, a blender, a hand mixer, a cordless drill, a tool set, a waffle maker, an electric 

skillet, and an oil-free fryer. 

     (HardisonInk.com publisher Jeff M. Hardison, who is a co-op member, was given two tickets 

by people who left with their buckets, choosing not to stay for the calling of ticket numbers for 

door prizes. Hardison won with his ticket, and both of the tickets given to him. He won two $50 

cash prizes and one $25 cash prize for a total of $125 in cash.) 

 

SPECIAL GUEST 

 

Special guest Jessie Lee 

speaks to the members of 

the co-op on Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFEC Communications 

Specialist Alison 

DeLoach stands with 

Jessie Lee of Dixie 

County High School, just 

after Lee gave her short 

speech, in which she 

thanked the cooperative 

for sending her to 

Washington, D.C. 
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     CFEC General Manager Denny George introduced Alison DeLoach, a CFEC communications 

specialist, who introduced special guest Jessie Lee. 

     Lee was one of three students who were sent to Washington, D.C., in June as part of the 2019 

Cooperative Youth Tour. 

     They had a great time visiting monuments and memorials, learning more about the 

cooperative business and making long-lasting friendships. The two other students were not 

present Saturday. 

     Lee said the other two winners were both grateful to have been selected, and they regretted 

not being able to attend the annual meeting on Saturday. 

     She said her favorite part of the trip to Washington was to visit National Cemetery in 

Arlington, in Arlington County, Virginia, across the Potomac River from Washington. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE 

 
CFEC General Manager Denny George speaks to the members. Seen sitting 

behind him (from left) are CFEC Attorney Norm Fugate; James McCain, District 1; 

Carl Roof, District 2; Tony Weeks, District 3; and Kyle Quincey, District 4. Also on 

stage are the other CFEC attorney, the other members of the CFEC Board of 

Trustees, a representative of the CFEC's choice for a CPA firm, a representative of 

Seminole Electric Cooperative, a representative of Florida Electric Cooperatives 

Association and the pastor who gave the invocation.  

 

     CFEC General Manager Denny George spoke to the members during the annual General 

Manager’s Message. 

     He noted that CFEC’s job is to make sure members have electric power service at their homes, 

in their places of work and wherever else in their lives that they need electricity. 

     The co-op seeks to provide safe, reliable and affordable electricity, George said. 
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CFEC General Manager Denny George (right) stands with Board of Trustees 

Member Tony Weeks when they paused for a photo opportunity. By the way, 

Saturday was CFEC General Manager George’s birthday and the members sang 

Happy Birthday to You to him. 

 

     Whenever a member experiences a problem, he continued, the CFEC goal is to provide 

helpful and courteous assistance from the staff in CFEC Member Services. 

     The right-of-way maintenance programs clears tree limbs from rights-of-way, George said, 

which is among the main causes for power outages. Another method for outage reduction, he 

said, is updating equipment in trouble spots. 

     Whenever an outage occurs – nights, days, weekends and holidays – CFEC sends employees 

and equipment to restore power, whether it is for one member or a whole area, George said. 

     George said every single job, from reading meters, through conducting home energy audits 

and replacing wires or transformers, safety of members and employees is uppermost in 

importance. 

     Everyone participates in creating “a safety culture” at CFEC, he said. 

     General Manager George said CFEC was prepared for Hurricane Dorian this season. The co-

op positioned resources to deal with the aftermath, George said, and he is thankful there was no 

need to recover from hurricane damage in the CFEC service area this season. 

     Hurricane Michael, which devastated the Panhandle of Florida last year, George said, helped 

electric service providers learn some more recovery from this type of disaster. From helping Gulf 
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Coast Electric Cooperative, CFEC has revised its storm readiness and recovery plans, he said. 

     Trees have been cleared now, to the southside of the CFEC complex in Chiefland, to create 

space if needed in the future. This space would be to restore power from a significant hurricane, 

he said, and it would provide for the ability to have 600 to 800 additional personnel on the 

CFEC complex. 

     Electric rates are going to remain “flat for the foreseeable future,” George said, and 

cooperative has a strong financial finish anticipated for 2019. 

     George said he considers it an honor to serve the members of Central Florida Electric 

Cooperative as the general manager. 

     CFEC strives to be the finest example of an electric cooperative where electric service is safe, 

reliable and is priced with competitive rates. The consumers, the community and the 

environment guide every action of CFEC, he said. 

 

SEMINOLE ELECTRIC NEWS 

     Seminole Electric Cooperative Chief Executive Officer and General Manager Lisa Johnson 

shared insight about this power-generating cooperative. 

     CFEC and seven other Florida cooperatives are transmission and distribution co-ops, which 

use wholesale electricity provided by Seminole. Seminole creates the electricity to be distributed. 

Its corporate offices are in Tampa. 

     The electric generation power plants for Seminole Electric Cooperative consist of two 650-

megawatt coal-fired generating units, located on 2,000 acres in Putnam County, just north of 

Palatka. 

     The Midulla Generating Station (MGS), located on the Hardee County-Polk County line, is an 

835-megawatt facility that uses natural gas as its primary fuel. In December 2006, Seminole 

added an additional 310 megawatts of peaking capacity at MGS through five aeroderivative 

combustion turbine units. These peaking units can be operational in as few as eight minutes to 

meet state operating reserve requirements. 

     There are a couple of Seminole projects, CEO Johnson spoke about that are important to the 

future. 

     In two and one-half months, Seminole will begin construction on a new state-of-the-art 

natural gas-fired combined cycle power plant, she said. This power plant will be on the property 

in Putnam County and is anticipated to take three years to complete. 

     By the end of 2022, it is expected to be in full operation, Johnson said. That is when one of 

the two coal-fired units will be taken out of service, she added. 

     The net result will be the production of even more highly efficient electricity at that station, 

while reducing the impact on the environment by emissions into the air, she said. 

     The second major energy project is to increase the amount of solar resources used by 

Seminole for electricity production. Currently, Seminole has a 2.2-megawatt facility from solar-

power. That was brought online about two years ago, and it is in Hardee County, Johnson said. 

     The plan now is to add another 300 megawatts from solar-powered generating facilities, she 

said, by the end of 2023. 

     These are two of the many projects that are happening now to assure Seminole can provide its 

cooperatives’ members with safe, reliable and affordable electricity, Johnson said, now and well 

into the future. 
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LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

 
Mike Bjorklund speaks to the members. 

 

     Executive Vice President and General Manager of Florida Electric Cooperatives Association 

Mike Bjorklund spoke to CFEC members Saturday morning (Oct. 5). The Florida Electric 

Cooperatives Association (FECA) represents 15 distribution cooperatives – like CFEC, he said, 

and two generation and transmission cooperatives – like Seminole Electric Cooperative. 

     Bjorklund works in the Tallahassee office of FECA and addresses legislative matters on the 

state and federal levels. 

     The FECA has a job of preventing the government from hampering cooperatives from serving 

its members – electric service consumers. 

     He spoke about a possible ballot initiative that voters may be deciding in the 2020 election, 

that he is saying will create more bureaucracy and red tape. Changing energy policy, he said, 

creates an added cost – which consumers must absorb. 

     Bjorklund grew up in rural Florida and his parents owned a grocery store. His family always 

was happy when local farmers brought their crops to be sold at that grocery store. He shared this 

story, because he wanted to demonstrate that each time an interest touches some product or 

service, there is a fee added. 

     This proposed amendment to the Florida Constitution, Bjorklund said, would re-regulate the 

electric industry so that each time a transaction occurs, another interest is introduced that 

would get money from it. 

     A change in Florida regulations regarding electric prices, he said, may be proposed on the 

ballots in 2020. FECA and CFEC intend to help voters know the facts about this proposed 

amendment. 

     He believes people who look at this will see “It isn’t going to be good for you, the co-ops or for 

Florida.” 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
The eight other members of the CFEC Board of Trustees listen as President 

Barbara Townsend speaks at the podium. 

 

 
CFEC President Barbara Townsend speaks to the members of the rural electric 

cooperative. 

 

     President Townsend thanked all of the members for coming to the meeting in support of 

Central Florida Electric Cooperative. 
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     She expressed the gratitude of the Board of Trustees for the progressive efforts by Seminole 

Electric Cooperative, and the work by the FECA to keep government from interfering with the 

cooperative providing safe, reliable and affordable electricity. 

     CFEC is in good financial standing, President Townsend reported. She reminded members 

that if ever there is a question about energy or power-related topics, they can contact customer 

service and a staff member will help them find the answers. 

ELECTION RESULTS 

     Robert Beauchamp of Beauchamp and Edwards (Certified Public Accountants), Chiefland, 

reported on the past set of elections of members of the CFEC Board of Trustees. 

     Districts 4, 6 and 8 were open for election in October of 2018. 

     Beauchamp and another member of his firm, and Dixie County Supervisor of Elections Starlet 

Cannon, Gilchrist County Supervisor of Elections Connie Sanchez and Levy County Supervisor 

of Elections Tammy Jones were the Elections Committee. 

     Kyle Quincey, District 4, was returned to the Board unopposed, Beauchamp said. 

     Alan Mikell received 366 votes Jeff Reed 229 votes om the District 6 contest meant that 

Mikell was reelected to the District 6 seat for an additional three-year term, Beauchamp said. 

     Randy Mikell received 267 votes and Houston Markham received 334 votes for District 8, 

which means Markham will serve during that three-year term, Beauchamp said. 


