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Little royals take center stage at peanut festival in 
Williston 

 
Baby Peanut Festival King Aiden Mederious and Baby Peanut Festival 
Queen Maisyn Grant pose for photographs. 
 
Story and Photos  
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Oct. 6, 2019 at 11:09 a.m. 
     WILLSTON -- Peanut royalty was crowned in Williston Saturday (Oct. 5). 

 

 
 
 

Little Peanut 
Festival King 
Tucker Ladd and 
Little Peanut 
Festival Queen 
Claire Vivian 
Jerrels enjoy their 
moment of fame. 
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Rilynn Daniels, 7 months, of Williston casts a friendly look over Dad's 
shoulder during the peanut pageants. 
 
     The little royals were the center of attention at the 31st Annual North Central Florida 
Peanut Festival. 
     Maisyn Grant was crowned Baby Peanut Queen. First runner-up was Elanor Elaine 
Holder, second runner-up Lacey Jacob and third runner-up Marley Jo McComb. 
     Aiden Mederious was crowned Baby Peanut King. First runner-up was Brantley 
Richburg and second runner-up Maverick James Carabeo. 
     Claire Vivian Jerrels was crowned Little Peanut Queen. First runner-up was Madison 
Boswell, second runner-up Abigail Kalback and third runner-up Emery Jewel Cain. 
     Tucker Ladd was crowned Little Peanut King. Tate Visintin was first runner-up. 

 

 
 
Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
Tammy Jones 
visits with John 
Scarberry who 
recently moved 
to Levy County 
from South 
Dakota. 



HardisonInk.com 
 
     The festival, sponsored the Williston Chamber of Commerce, took place at Heritage 
Park. A recently extended 6-feet wide concrete sidewalk gave visitors a more 
comfortable walk through vendors on both sides. 
     The completed Veterans Memorial was an attraction at Heritage Park. It was 
apparent many visitors hadn’t seen the Veterans Memorial. The attractive memorial 
honors veterans from all branches of the military. 
 

 
Visitors to the peanut festival take advantage of the recently completed 6-
feet wide sidewalk through Heritage Park. 
 
 
Williston City 
Councilman 
Charles Goodman, 
a disabled 
American veteran 
who served in 
Vietnam during 
the Vietnam War, 
mans the Disabled 
American Veteran 
booth. 
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
     Williston City Councilman Charles Goodman, a disabled American Army veteran, 
manned the Disabled American Veterans booth. He suffers from the effects of Agent 
Orange, a defoliant used in the Central Highlands of Vietnam where he served. 
     The chemical was sprayed before troops arrived in a given area, but Goodman said he 
felt the chemical on his skin when he walked through the heavily forested area on patrol. 
      “You could feel it burn on your skin,” he said. 
 

 
University of Florida student scientist Jeanette Pirlo points to 10-million-
year-old fossilized elephant bones found near Williston. 
 

FOSSILIZED ANCIENT ELEPHANTS 
     One of the most visited booths along the Heritage Park midway was the University of 
Florida’s exhibit displaying 10-million-year-old fossilized elephant bones found several 
miles south of Williston. 
     Jeanette Pirlo said the ancient bones were discovered by a Williston area farmer who 
notified the University of Florida. The species of elephant found south of Williston was 
known as Gomphothere. The Gomphotheres were replaced by Mammoths. She said the 
two species were cousins. Both species are extinct. The Mammoths’ fossils were on 
display at the opposite side of the tent and are about 10,000 years old. 
     Pirlo said both species were early elephant species. All of the fossilized elephant 
bones were found within 40 miles of Gainesville. Pirlo works for the Vertebrate 
Paleontology Department at the Florida Museum of Natural History on the University of 
Florida campus in Gainesville. 
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TOLL ROAD OPPONENT 
     A short distance away was the booth of a group opposed to extension of the Florida 
Turnpike through Levy County. 
     Kim Wheeler was in charge of the tent. Some of the photos on the wall showed 
satellite photographs of Florida at night. The heavily populated coastal areas were 
heavily lighted and areas like Levy County were dark. 
     Wheeler said she is hopeful the state will avoid building the turnpike extension 
through untouched wilderness in Levy County that should be preserved for future 
generations and for the sake of conserving habitat for rare and endangered species. 
      “We want starlight, not headlights,” read statement under the satellite photos. 
     She said her property adjoins Goethe State Forest. Three rare Indigo snakes live in 
her backyard. Wheeler said the Indigos in her yard keep the poisonous coral snakes 
away. 
     Wheeler said that if the state builds the toll road through Levy County, she would 
prefer the state connect the turnpike to U.S. 19 rather than destroy pristine forests, 
wetlands, swamps, conservation property, as well as agricultural property. 
      “We want to avoid the springs. We want to avoid the farmlands,” she said. “There’s 
nobody on U.S. 27; there’s nobody on U.S. 19.” 
      “I don’t want toll roads,” she added. 

 


