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Children make history while learning  
history at park 

 
Alan Trumble a reenactor who portrays a Confederate drill sergeant helps  
the children learn about forming in columns and rows for marching. He is  
among the many reenactors at the park this weekend. He has been involved 
with reenacting for 23 years now. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 5, 2019 at 9:09 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY – For the first time ever, children from public schools in Trenton 
and Bell enjoyed a historic reenactment lesson at Otter Springs Park and Campground on 
Friday (Oct. 4). 

 

https://youtu.be/B7hIbRcUJHQ 
In this video, Alan Trumble calls out the numbers as Jamie Biggs, who is a tech 
service employee with the Marion County School Board as well as being a Civil War 
reenactor, performs all of the actions – all the way through ‘Ready! Aim! Fire!’ 
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These are some of the many children from Trenton schools who were learning history 
at Otter Springs Park and Campground on Friday. 
 

 
In this view, Alan Trumble walks back in forth as he teaches the children about the 
Army of Confederate States of America. Meanwhile, reenactor Jamie Biggs stands 
ready with his rifle. He told the children to imagine being in battle as their fellow 
soldiers were being killed by bullets and cannonballs. The noise, smoke and confusion 
are what helped make flags ‘the rudder on the ship of the boat of the regiment,’ he said. 
If the flag was going forward, the troops went forward. If the flag was in retreat, then 
the soldiers knew to retreat. This is why flags, and the flag-bearer, he said, was an 
important part of the battle action. 
  

     The school children from Trenton arrived by bus in the morning and the children from Bell took 
the tour and enjoyed their lessons in the afternoon. 
     Park and Campground Chief Operating Officer Debbie Destin and Clement Lindsey, who serves as 
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a liaison between reenactors and the park, completed the Third Annual Raid on Otter Springs, which 
is happening Sunday (Oct. 6) in its final day. 
     For the paying visitors, it may be nice to know that all of the proceeds this year, as in the past two 
years, are going to help the Camp Valor Project. 
     Dan Cavanah, president of ForVets Inc., said this group has identified the critical need nationwide 
for the delivery of physical, psychological, educational, and recreational programs, and support 
services for severely wounded veterans in singular, onsite facilities. 
      As a result, ForVets designed a prototype residential facility: 
“Camp Valor” at Otter Springs Park and Campground in Gilchrist County. 
     Cavanah noted that participation in the program will require residents to commit to ForVets four 
core fundamentals: Rehabilitation for the body; Education for the mind; Enterprise for the spirit; and 
Recreation for the soul. 
     To learn more about ForVets and Camp Valor, visit http://forvets.us/. 
     As for the wealth of knowledge and experiences enjoyed by the children on their field trip it was 
plentiful. 
 

 
Annette Lindsey (left) stands with her father Clement Lindsey at the table where she 
taught children about the toys of the 1860s, and she taught them about the women of 
that era. She spent about a half-hour with the children. Clement Lindsey, 78, has been a 
reenactor for 35 years and his daughter said she has been participating since she was 14 
years old. 
 

http://forvets.us/
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Reenactors call this type of 
participant ‘settlers.’ This is 
another word for vendors. 
Seen here, are Daniel and 
Kathy Bryant. They have been 
vendors at all three of the 
Annual Raid on Otter Springs 
reenactments. Theirs is the 
only amphibious food truck in 
Florida. It is a pontoon boat, 
and they can serve people on 
the Suwannee River, Santa Fe 
River or any body of water. In 
this instance on Friday, the 
boat was on a trailer. From 
this point of view, the 
photographer is about chest 
deep in water. The Bryants’ 
amphibious food truck and their company is named Missed Dinner Belle. Among the 
many great foods and drinks, they have is smoked boiled peanuts. Those peanuts are 
boiled peanuts with a smoky taste. They sell for $5 a quart. 
 

 
Standing at the table 
and tent for Sons of 
Confederate Veterans 
Camp 2086 – The Dixie 
Defenders – are (from 
left) lifetime member 
Charles Ramsey of 
Levy County, Toby 
Durden (dressed as 
U.S. Marshal Maverick 
– from Kirby Farms), 
and SCV 2086 Cmdr. 
Daryl Ratterree. 
Durden is also the 2nd 
Lt. Commander of the 
Gainesville Area Sons 
of Confederate 
Veterans Governor M. 
S. Perry Camp 1424 
(Madison-Starke-
Perry). 
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Clement Lindsey stands with his wife Chris Lindsey at the registration table for the big 
event at Otter Springs Park and Campground on Friday. The reenactors are going to be 
in the park through Sunday afternoon (Oct. 6). 
 
 
Among the people 
portraying members of 
the Union Army and 
Union Navy at this event 
were (front row, from 
left) Ashley Adams, 18, 
of Dade City, Grace 
Erhart, 50, of Apopka, 
(seated) David Poe, 43, 
of Dade City, and (back 
row, from left) Doug 
Poe of Lakeland and 
Linda Green of Dade 
City. David Poe is 
wearing a Union Navy 
uniform of a lieutenant 
commander and he is 
‘stationed’ on the USS 
Ottawa for 
reenactments in that 
regard. His group of reenactors is working on creating what would be needed for a 
Confederate Navy group and they would then be with the CSS Chattahoochee. Poe said 
he is happy to help during ‘School Day,’ when students from public schools come to 
reenactment events. 
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Chuck Munson, 65, of Umatilla is 
seen here in his portrayal of Major 
Weeks. Munson said Maj. Weeks 
was in charge of the Union soldiers 
in this battle. In the 25 years he has 
been a reenactor, Munson said this 
was the first time he was assigned 
to be a significant officer in a 
reenactment of an actual battle. 
This battle started on a Wednesday 
when the Union soldiers marched 
from Railroad Station 4 – leaving 
from Cedar Key. Maj. Weeks 
commanded 200 U.S. CT troops 
who raided Clay Landing and 180 
U.S. Dismounted Cavalry who 
raided Levyville. Both sets of Union 
troops grabbed what they could – 
wagons, food, slaves to be freed 
and more. Weeks stored much of 
the material outside the protected 
area when they returned to Station 
4. Confederate Capt. Dickinson 
rode to reinforce the local militia in 
Levy County. The Rebels retrieved 
almost everything that was taken 
from them. The Union troops 
chased them, but by Monday 
morning Maj. Weeks said to just let 
them keep the items. Munson said 
the after-battle reports from the two sides differed significantly in their portrayal of 
what happened. All of the reenactors were ready, willing and able to share a plethora of 
information and to show valuable period artifacts they have collected as part of their 
activity. 
  

 


