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River and spring tour reveal flowers, fish and 

more; 
Historian’s passing noted 

 
As reflected by this sign, the Camp Azalea Boat Ramp was developed with financial 

assistance provided by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

through the Florida Boating Improvement Program and the Levy County Board of 

County Commissioners. This ramp is part of the county’s parks and recreation 

facilities. 
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     LEVY CONTY -- A spontaneous tour of a small part of the Suwannee River and Manatee 

Springs State Park late Sunday afternoon (Sept. 8) provided photo opportunities of the water, 

plants and animals. 

     The Camp Azalea Boat Ramp is one of the county-owned places where people may launch 

their vessels into the Suwannee River from the Levy County riverside for free. At about 4 p.m. 

Sunday, there were no boats or trailers at the ramp. 

     During part of the quick tour, the passing of Park Ranger Andrew "Andy" Max Moody, 60, of 

Chiefland, was discovered, and this article and photos are published in his memory. 
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This view shows a cypress tree on the right that has had several boards nailed into 

it to serve as a ladder to go up the tree. 

 

 
Looking out from the Camp Azalea Boat Ramp across the river shows a few clouds 

and a peaceful river surface. 
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Tiny fish, or minnows and perhaps tadpoles were visible in the very shallow points 

of the ramp where the sun could penetrate the water. 

 

 
This pretty purple flower is on top of one of the aquatic weeds that is an invasive 

species, clogging lakes, ponds, rivers and streams all over Florida. 
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This longer view of the plant shows that it is hearty and resilient. 

 

 

A moss or lichen growth 

on the trunk of a hickory 

tree at Manatee Springs 

State Park can be seen as 

anything. If it was ink on 

paper, it could be a 

Rorschach test, which is a 

psychological test in 

which subjects' 

perceptions of inkblots 

are recorded and then 

analyzed using 

psychological 

interpretation, complex 

algorithms, or both. 

Some psychologists use this test to examine a person's personality characteristics 

and emotional functioning. One park visitor decided this is the face of the forest, 

reminding people to enjoy the state park system, while taking care not to harm it, 

so that people of this generation and future generations can enjoy the parks, too. 
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The main springs 

at Manatee Springs 

State Park were not 

crystal clear. Heavy 

rains result in 

spring being filled 

with particles that 

light does not 

penetrate, making 

it less inviting for 

swimmers. This is 

how the springs 

looked late Sunday 

afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This big cypress tree next to the 

spring shows years and years of 

growth through all sorts of weather 

conditions taking it to this point in 

the tree’s lifespan. 

 



HardisonInk.com 
 

Sharon Hardison 

volunteers to be a model 

to show how high the 

Suwannee River has 

been at various flood 

stages. With 2019 at her 

feet, and 1998 at her 

head, the flood of 1973 

shows she would be 

underwater and the 

flood of 1948 is about 

four or five feet higher 

than she is tall. For real-

time river level 

information on the 

Suwannee River and the 

other rivers in the 

Suwannee River Water 

Management District, 

click HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This skinny, two-inch long worm looked like he or she was not enjoying the 

relatively hot sidewalk at Manatee Springs State Park. The worm was gently picked 

up by a stick and 

taken a few feet away 

to a grassy area that 

did not appear to 

have ants or other 

worm-endangering 

creatures or 

elements. One may 

presume the worm 

lived happily ever 

after. 

 

http://www.mysuwanneeriver.org/realtime/river-levels.php
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Cypress knees are seen by visitors on the boardwalk that leads from the spring 

area, which has a concession stand, to the Suwannee River. 

 

 
A couple of paddleboarders make their way upstream along the outlet that leads 

from the spring to the Suwannee River late Sunday afternoon. 
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Turtles are often seen in the river and along its tributaries. 
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This cypress knee has an interesting hole, making it a gnome home or a residence 

for some other creature for people with imaginations. 
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This view of the Suwannee River is from the area near where boats land so that 

people can visit Manatee Springs State Park from the river. This is looking 

downstream, where the river is heading toward the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

 
Part of the long boardwalk at Manatee Springs State Park shows the natural beauty 
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that visitors can enjoy as they take the walk along that manmade path. 

 

 
There was more than just this one red leaf. Yes, there is some degree of fall leaf 

color in Florida. States that are farther north, though, have more fall colors. 

 

 
A couple of sets of canoeists launch from Manatee Springs State Park on Sunday 

afternoon. 
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     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: This montage of photos is dedicated to the late Andy Moody, who 

died about a year ago. 

     Andrew "Andy" Max Moody, 60, of Chiefland, passed away Sept. 17, 2018. Andrew was a 

Florida Park Ranger for 28 years. He was an inventor, a poet, and an artist, known for his sense 

of humor. Funeral services were held at Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 14931 U.S. 

Highway 19, north of Chiefland on Sept. 29, 2018. He was survived by a brother, Randy Carl 

Moody, of St. Petersburg; a sister, Julia Rebecca Moody, of Eugene, Oregon; a sister, Cynthia 

Lynn Moody, of Tarpon Springs. 

     Andy Moody also was an archeologist and historian. He explored Levy County and found old 

trails and markers for property lines, as well as artifacts. He made and shared extensive notes he 

made concerning his discoveries. 

     Below is part of a freelance story written in 2009, a couple of years before the start of 

HardisonInk.com. Moody provided other information after the start of the online daily news 

website. 
 

Ranger finds 170-year-old military road in Fanning 

Springs State Park 

By Jeff M. Hardison 

First Published in 2009 © 2009-2019 

     FANNING SPRINGS -- Part of a 170-year-old military road between former Army forts in 

Cedar Key and Fanning Springs still remains, but the park ranger who uncovered the section of 

the road in Fanning Springs State Park said some parts of the whole road are “erased.” 

     Park Ranger Andy Moody uncovered the road between the forts in Cedar Key and Fanning 

Springs. Moody’s research in Fanning Springs revealed the road. 

     He discovered a 3,960-yard section of the road going through Fanning Springs State Park. 

The road was confirmed by James Dunbar, an archeologist with the Florida Division of 

Historical Resources. 

     One map reflects that the road existed in 1838. This falls within the time of the Second 

Seminole War – 1835 to 1842. One map refers to the road as being from Post Number 4 (Cedar 

Key) to Post Number 9 (Fort Fanning). Continuing northeast beyond Fort Fanning to Alachua 

County, according to an 1857 map, the road became known as “Road to Newmansville.” 

     Between Cedar Key and Fort Fanning, the old byway also had been called “Lt. Long’s Road” 

and “Old Stage Coach Road” over the years, he said. 

     Where the road crossed near a wildlife management area, Moody said, modern residents 

simply called it “an old hunting road.” They did not realize it connected with anything beyond 

the boundaries where they hunt. Where the road crossed an area that became a farm, it was 

“farmed into oblivion,” he said. 

     The park ranger says he likes uncovering history’s mysteries from artifacts he finds. 

      “I enjoy doing it,” Moody said. “It’s an Indiana Jones thing.” 

     He sees this discovery as important. 

      “It was a great find,” he said. “These old roads are being erased from Florida’s history. They 

are being chopped up. They are being graded out. They are being covered by businesses, private 

residences, housing developments and tree farms -- or pine plantations.” 

     Moody said the section of historic road is preserved at Fanning Springs State Park. 


