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Case remains active for car versus high school; 
Police chief justifies redacted public records 
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     CHIEFLAND -- A 56-year-old woman allegedly crashed a 1997 Mercury Grand Marquis into 

Chiefland High School at 1:40 p.m. on Aug. 2, according to Chiefland Police Department records 

released Monday (Aug. 9). 

     Since it was Labor Day, school was not in session. If school had been in session, there may 

have been other vehicles or people damaged, hurt or killed. 

     CPD Chief Scott Anderson said on Aug. 9 that the case remains active, and that is why some 

parts of the Florida Traffic Crash Report (long form) released to the press include redactions. 

     Elisabeth Marie Tripp, 56, of Inverness crashed the car into the school after being in the car 

behind the steering wheel as it smashed through the small brick wall that runs parallel with 

North Main Street (North Young Boulevard - U.S. Highway 19) in front of the school, according 

to records, which base this information on witnesses and physical evidence. 

     Interestingly, this brought a Tri-County Area response from people who saw different aspects 

of the crash and aftermath, according to records. 

     Witnesses from Chiefland (Levy County), Bell (Gilchrist County and Old Town (Dixie County) 

spoke with CPD Officer Dean Crislip as he investigated the crash, according to records. 
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     From witness accounts and physical evidence at the scene, CPD Officer Crislip determined 

that Tripp was westbound on Northeast Eighth Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27), approaching the traffic 

signal that leads into the parking lot of Chiefland High School, according to records. 

     Rather than taking the slight turn to the left to reach the traffic light at the intersection of U.S. 

Alt. 27 and U.S. 19, the Mercury, which the officer noted was traveling at a high rate of speed, 

continued in a straight-line to the west. 

     Crislip said the car jumped the curb and then crashed over a stop sign and a caution turn 

arrow near the cul-de-sac to the south of Ralph’s Burgers, according to records. 

     After going over the traffic signs, Crislip noted in the traffic crash report, the Grand Marquis 

proceeded through an empty lot. It jumped the median barrier which divides the four lanes (two 

northbound and two southbound) of U.S. 19, Crislip said. Then, the vehicle continued west 

where it smashed through the small brick wall, coming to rest after it hit the exterior wall of the 
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high school administration building, the CPD officer noted in his report. 

     Tripp was not compliant with Levy County Department of Public Safety rescue workers, 

Officer Crislip said. Although she did not report any injuries, she was taken to North Florida 

Regional Medical Center to be checked out, Crislip said. 

     Tripp has been cited for careless driving, according to records. Chief Anderson said the case 

remains active, though, and some parts are redacted to help reduce the ability of any person to 

tamper with the witnesses, or otherwise hinder the investigation. If the investigation shows 

reasonable cause to add another charge, or charges, then that may occur. 

     Meanwhile, Chief Anderson said some sentences, and some data or some words will remain 

redacted until the case is no longer in an active investigation status, per the exclusions from 

public records that are allowed by law. 

     In regard to exemptions from the disclosure of public records to the public and the press, 

Florida’s public records law notes that when a public record contains information that is exempt 

from disclosure, the records custodian must redact the exempt information and disclose the 

remainder of the public record. 

     The Florida Constitution requires the Florida Legislature to enact exemptions by general law. 

Such laws must specify the public necessity justifying the exemption and be narrowly tailored to 

accomplish its goal. While Chapter 119 must be liberally construed in favor of open government, 

exemptions are to be strictly construed so they are limited to their stated purpose. 

     The First Amendment Foundation maintains a website with an updated database of 

exemptions under Florida law, as well as more information about the foundation. It is at 

https://floridafaf.org/. 

     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: In this case, the police chief appears to be acting reasonably as far 

as the redacted or censored material, according to the law and the information regarding this 

crash so far. 
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