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     DIXIE COUNTY -- An excess of rainwater has brought damage, as well as new hobbies to 

Dixie County recently. 

      Dixie County received 78.9 inches of rain in 2019, and in excess of 21 inches of rain in the 

month of August alone, according to according to Dixie County Emergency Services Public 

Information Facebook page. 

     “It has been estimated that between 147 and 183 billion gallons of water is spread across the 

705 square miles of the County,” the DCES Facebook page writer noted. 

     One effect from the flooding is that Dixie County schools have been closed for one day this 

school year. Safety in regard to student transportation is the issue causing leaders to close the 

schools for that day. 

     Roads such as South 349 Highway and Highway 346 also have been closed this past month 

due to flooding. 

     There are opportunities for fun that are found by some individuals even under dire 

circumstances. 

     Ty Smith, 21, of Dixie County decided to make the best of this difficult situation. He and some 

friends went “ditch surfing” in the ditches that were flooded with rainwater along Highway 55A 

in Old Town. 

     Smith, explained why he chose to go “ditch surfing.” 

     “It was just a spur of the moment thing really,” Smith said. “We were riding around watching 

it pour rain and I told her I could probably surf those ditches behind the golf cart on a skim 

board, because of how deep they were. 

      “So, we went home, got in the golf cart, grabbed a rope, ski handle and the skim board,” 

Smith continued. “We were doing it because we were bored, and it turned out to be a blast.” 

     While there is this lighter side from the flood, there are more serious elements. 

     The Florida Department of Health is urging all residents and visitors to avoid direct contact 

with floodwaters. Flood water may contain fecal matter from sewage systems, and septic tanks, 

agricultural and industrial waste and other bacteria. There may also be unseen hazards under 

the water in areas that received storm surge or freshwater flooding.   

     Dixie County Emergency Services, Division of Emergency Management requests that 

property owners report any damage caused by the flooding in an effort to get help from state 

officials. 

     Individuals who sustained significant damage to their homes or nearby roadways in Dixie 

County are encouraged to email pictures to dixiecountypics@gmail.com. 

 

     PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Bailee Osteen is a junior in the University of Florida College of 

Journalism and Communications. She has agreed to write stories and take photographs for 

HardisonInk.com on occasion, as she did when she was a student journalist at Dixie County 

High School. 
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