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Hurricane News:  
Hurricane Dorian Update: Wednesday at 10:09 
a.m. for the Tri-County Area; 
Tips for donating 

 
This graphic from the National Weather Services provided by Dixie County 
Emergency Management Division Chief Scott Garner shows the forecast 
track for Hurricane Dorian as of 5 a.m. today (Wednesday, Sept. 4). 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 4, 2019 at 10:09 a.m. 
     TRI-COUNTY AREA -- A collective sigh of relief must have happened across the 
Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties and elsewhere in Florida early this 
morning (Wednesday, Sept. 4) as Hurricane Dorian's projected path followed relatively 
closely to the most recent forecast. 
     While the storm was seen last week as having cleared this area or caused destruction 
here by Saturday (Aug. 31), it slowed down over the Bahama Islands causing death and 
devastation there for a longer period than had been anticipated. 
     Meanwhile, every resident and visitor in the Tri-County Area took various levels of 
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action to prepare. And the three counties' Emergency Management teams, as well as all 
of the paid and volunteer first responders, set their equipment and plans to the level of 
readiness required for response. 
     The 5 a.m. Sept. 4 report from the National Weather Service office in 
Tallahassee shows the following:   
     • Dorian is forecast to remain a strong Category 2 hurricane on the Saffir Simpson 
Scale as it moves slowly northwest and away from Florida tonight. 
     • Significant impacts are not expected across the Florida Big Bend, Florida 
Panhandle, Southwest Georgia and Southeast Alabama areas. 
     • The chance of sustained tropical storm force winds remains very low. There is the 
potential for wind gusts of 20 to 25 mph today east of the Flint River southward into the 
eastern Florida Big Bend. 
     • In Dorian’s wake, a period of hot and dry weather is in store Thursday through 
Sunday. 
     The Levy County Emergency Management team of Director John 
MacDonald, Assistant Director David Peaton and Planner Leatha Keene 
provided “A Word of Caution about Donations for the Bahamas.” That is 
noted below, as it was sent from Levy County Emergency Management. 
     Now that Hurricane Dorian has passed and we are starting to see the intense 
devastation that has fallen the Bahama Islands, we are starting to see the creation and 
advertising of donation sites, locations, go fund me pages, and more creeping into social 
media. Before you decide to donate to any organization, please take stock on the 
following tips from Levy County Emergency Management: 
     • DO NOT just head down to the Bahamas or send unsolicited supplies! The islands 
will not be able to handle an influx of non-vetted, untrained volunteers, or non-
requested supplies. Thousands of trained emergency responders will be on their way 
and will set up specific incident and tactical command operations throughout the area. 
Random and untrained volunteers, although with good intentions, will cause problems 
with planned response efforts, put people’s lives at risk, and may duplicate efforts 
already in place. 
     • DO NOT send food or water supplies down to the Bahamas on your own or even 
with a group of people. Food and water are the easiest supplies that can be deployed 
through government operations, established non-profit organizations, and corporations 
that already have the infrastructure in place. If you send food and water without going 
through established organizations, it is almost guaranteed that it will end up in a landfill 
or dumpster. 
     • DO NOT donate to a person, online fundraising organization (such as Kickstarter or 
Go-Fund-Me), or any other organization without carefully researching it first! For every 
one legitimate fundraising site, there are untold numbers of fraudulent fundraising 
operations. Most likely you have already seen dozens on social media. 
     • DO donate to your local food bank. Local food banks have connections with 
organizations all over the country and will be able to properly move funds and food to 
locations that will benefit the Bahamas. Worst case scenario, if you donate to your local 
food bank and it cannot be used in the Bahamas, at least it can be used for your local 
community. 
     • DO donate cash. Cash is king. By donating cash to a vetted and experienced 
organization, it will be able to make the money go farther, and they will be able to 
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purchase items that are needed the most. 
     Below are some organizations to donate to assist with recovery efforts. 
City of Miami Donation Drive: 
https://www.miamigov.com/Government/BAHAMASTRONG 
Team Rubicon: https://teamrubiconusa.org/ 
American Red Cross: https://www.redcross.org/ 
Salvation Army: https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/ 
     Please make sure that you have reviewed and researched places you 
intend to donate. With a little caution, we can make sure that we are getting 
the right stuff, to the right people, in the right way. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Two colleges closed, one college reopens on 
Wednesday 

College Night cancelled 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 3, 2019 at 1:29 p.m. 
     NORTH FLORIDA -- Two colleges is keeping all campuses closed in Citrus, Levy, 
and Marion Alachua counties while another college with campuses in Columbia, 
Gilchrist and Dixie counties is opening tomorrow (Wednesday, Sept. 4). 
     The College of Central Florida will remain closed through Wednesday due to the 
uncertainty of Hurricane Dorian. 
     This closing is for all sites, including the Ocala Campus, Citrus Campus, Levy 
Campus, Hampton Center, Appleton Museum and Vintage Farm, as well as online 
classes. 
     Meanwhile, an announcement from Florida Gateway College's main campus in Lake 
City shows a different choice. 
     At the present time Sept. 3 at 12:35 p.m.), Hurricane Dorian has moved to the east 
and the impact on Florida Gateway College's service area is expected to be minimal. This 
prediction is according to emergency management officials. 
     Florida Gateway College will be open for classes on Wednesday, Sept. 4. 
     As for the University of Florida in Gainesville, its leaders noted that out of concern for 
students who may need to travel back to Gainesville or who are assisting family 
members who may be affected by the hurricane, classes at the University of Florida’s 
campus in Gainesville will be canceled on Wednesday, Sept. 4. 
     UF added other notes. 
     The Gainesville campus will re-open on Wednesday, Sept. 4, on a normal operating 
schedule for all facilities, including the Reitz Student Union, RecSports, libraries and 
dining facilities. 
     All Gainesville campus faculty, staff and other paid employees should report to work 
per their normal Wednesday schedule. Employees, including student and research 
assistants, who are out of town and will not be able to work as scheduled should let their 
supervisors know in keeping with normal practice. 
     Classes will resume at UF Gainesville on Thursday, Sept. 5, unless Hurricane Dorian 
presents danger to Alachua County’s residents and visitors. 

https://www.miamigov.com/Government/BAHAMASTRONG
https://teamrubiconusa.org/
https://www.redcross.org/
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/
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     As previously announced, the Gainesville campus of UF is closed and classes canceled 
for Tuesday, Sept. 3. 
     (College Night At Santa Fe College, which had been scheduled for tonight – has been 
cancelled.) 

 

Hurricane Dorian Update: Tuesday at 10:19 a.m. 
for the Tri-County Area 

 
This graphic is from the 5 a.m. advisory from the National Hurricane 
Center for the forecast path of Hurricane Dorian. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 3, 2019 at 10:09 a.m. 
     TRI- COUNTY AREA -- As of 9:39 a.m. today (Sept. 3), information from Dixie 
County Emergency Services, Emergency Management Division Chief Scott Garner, Levy 
County Emergency Management Assistant Director David Peaton and Gilchrist County 
Emergency Management Director Ralph Smith shows there is a relatively low level of 
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the Tri-County Area being endangered by tropical force winds in the next 48 hours. Rain 
from feeder bands of Hurricane Dorian are anticipated in the next 48 hours. 

 

     The National Hurricane Center reported Hurricane Dorian is westbound at 1 m.p.h. 
Below are the other stats from the NHC, provided through the National Weather Center 
in Tallahassee via Chief Garner in Cross City. 
• Dorian is expected to begin moving slowly northwest today (Tuesday, Sept. 3) and 
northward by midweek, as it makes its closest approach to the Florida East Coast as a 
major hurricane. 
• The latest track forecast from the National Hurricane Center is unchanged, and a 
further west track is increasingly unlikely. 
• The potential for significant impacts remains low across the area, and limited to 
slightly elevated winds. 
• In terms of the probability of tropical storm force winds, they are lower, with a 1 in 10 
chance at Cross City, Valdosta (Georgia), and Fitzgerald (Georgia). 
• There is the potential for wind gusts of 20 to 25 mph Tuesday Night and Wednesday 
east of the Flint River in Georgia southward into the eastern Big Bend of Florida. 
     The link to Dixie County Emergency Services is http://dixieemergency.com/. 
 
     Levy County Assistant Emergency Management Director Peaton noted the 
following at 9:21 a.m. this morning (Sept. 3): 
     In Levy County, all schools, government offices and the Levy County Courthouse are 
scheduled currently to reopen tomorrow (Wednesday, Sept. 4). 
     The track of Dorian has moved east as the storm is beginning to make its northern 
movement. 
     Levy County should not expect any significant impacts, other than some gusty winds 
as the rain bands move through. Another bit of good news is that the National Weather 
Service is not expecting heavy rainfall to be a significant issue for Levy County. 
     As noted above, unless something significantly changes, Levy County schools, 
government offices, and the courthouse will be open for regular business hours starting 
tomorrow Wednesday (Sept. 4). 
     “As a precaution, you should continue to closely monitor the track of Dorian in the 
very unlikely event something changes,” Assistant Director Peaton concluded in the 
update for today (Tuesday, Sept. 4). 
     The link to Levy County Emergency Management 
ishttps://levydisaster.com/. 
 
     The Gilchrist County Emergency Management website is currently under 
construction, Gilchrist County Emergency Management Director Ralph Smith said. 
     Gilchrist County Emergency Management Director Smith, in an interview yesterday 
(Monday, Sept. 2), said Gilchrist County government is scheduled to be open for 
business today (Tuesday, Sept. 3). Gilchrist County schools are scheduled to reopen 
tomorrow (Wednesday, Sept. 4). 
     Residents and visitors in all three counties should be prepared for 
changes in forecast tracks for Hurricane Dorian as they may occur. 

http://dixieemergency.com/
https://levydisaster.com/
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Gov. DeSantis suspends tolls  

Published Sept. 1, 2019 at 7:09 p.m. 
By Angela Starke 
Of the Florida Dept. of Transportation 
     OCOEE – Gov. Ron DeSantis has directed the suspension of tolls on Florida’s 
Turnpike Mainline, and selected toll roads across the state, in preparation for Hurricane 
Dorian. 
     By suspending tolls, residents and visitors will be able to quickly and safely evacuate 
if necessary. 
     The tolls suspension is in effect and includes the following: 
o Alligator Alley 
o The Turnpike Mainline (SR 91), including the Homestead Extension (SR 821) 
o Sawgrass Expressway (SR 869) 
o Beachline Expressway (SR 528) 
o SR 417 - Eastern beltway around Orlando from I-4 in Osceola County to I-4 in 
Seminole County. 
o SR 429 - The Daniel Webster Western Beltway from I-4 in Osceola County to US 441 
in Apopka. 
o I-95 Express Lanes o I-595 Express Lanes o I-75 Express Lanes 
     Service plazas along Florida’s Turnpike mainline will be open for travelers; however, 
the plazas do not serve as hurricane shelters. As the storm approaches, restaurants and 
fuel stations will be closed and Turnpike personnel evacuated.  
     For information about traffic conditions, please visit https://fl511.com. 

Storm Prep 

 
Motorists on Friday (Aug. 30) line up at the Murphy Express station in 
Chiefland, as they did at other locations that had fuel – although some 
already had covered nozzles with plastic bags to indicate they had sold out – 

https://fl511.com/
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throughout the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
 

 
Linemen and others with Central Florida Electric Cooperative are seen in 
action on ‘Dead Man’s Curve,’ State Road 345 a little bit south of Chiefland – 
near the Tri-County Saw Shop. These professionals captured in a digital 
photograph here on Friday (Aug. 30) work every day to assure safe and 
reliable electric service for residents and visitors in the Tri-County Area of 
Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. As Hurricane Dorian presents danger to 
the United States, linemen and other workers are at the ready – to go even 
beyond their daily action levels. 
Photos by Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 1, 2019 at 8:09 a.m. 
 

Saturday, Aug. 31 P.M. Update 
 

By Levy County Emergency Management 
Assistant Director David Peaton 
Published Aug. 31, 2019 at 4:29 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- Very good news for Levy County on the current forecast track of 
Hurricane Dorian. According to the latest track of the storm, Levy County is out of the 
primary area of concern for effects of Dorian. 
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     Out of an abundance of caution, and the fact that there is a small possibility of 
Tropical Storm gusts on Tuesday (Sept. 3), we will continue to keep schools, government 
offices (except essential personnel), and the Levy County Courthouse closed on Tuesday. 
     The Levy County landfill (solid waste transfer station) will remain open for normal 
hours on Tuesday. 
     Levy County sandbag locations closed as of 3 p.m. today (Saturday, Auf. 31) due to 
the reduced risk of rainfall related flooding. 
     The Levy County public information lines closed as of 3 p.m. today and will reopen on 
Tuesday at 7 a.m. If you need immediate information, you may contact 352-486-5213 
and if you experience an emergency call 9-1-1. 
     We are going to stay cautiously optimistic, but we would like everyone to keep our 
neighbors on the East Coast in your thoughts as they still have a strong potential of 
severe weather and damages. 

CANCELLED: 

Schools, government; 
Groundbreaking for hotel; 
Town Commission meeting; 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 30, 2019 at 3:39 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – All Levy County Schools will be closed on Tuesday (Sept 3), 
according to Levy County Emergency Management. 
     Also closed will be the Levy County Courthouse and all Levy County Government 
Offices with the exception of essential personnel and public safety personnel, LCEM 
noted. 
     Other Levy County interests from the City of Fanning Springs in the north to the City 
of Inglis in the south announced this afternoon (Friday, Aug. 30) that events set for 
Tuesday are cancelled. 
     The Best Western Hotel groundbreaking that had been scheduled for Tuesday 
afternoon (Sept. 3) is cancelled, according to an announcement from the Fanning 
Springs Chamber of Commerce. 
     Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt said the Town of Inglis has cancelled the Town 
Commission meeting for Tuesday (Sept. 3) due to hurricane preparations. 

 

CF, FGC, Marion Senior Center 
announce closures 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 30, 2019 at 3:09 p.m. 



HardisonInk.com 
     NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA -- Spokespersons for the College of Central Florida, 
Florida Gateway College and the Marion Senior Center announced closures due to 
Hurricane Dorian. 
     All three of those institutions advised interested parties to check websites for further 
updates. 
     The College of Central Florida will be closed beginning at 5 p.m. Saturday through 
Tuesday, Sept. 3. This closing is for all sites, including the Ocala Campus, Citrus 
Campus, Levy Campus, Hampton Center, Appleton Museum and Vintage Farm, as well 
as online classes. 
     CF plans to reopen Wednesday morning for classes and all business operations, 
weather permitting. Please continue to monitor the CF website (www.CF.edu), and 
media outlets for updates. 
~ 
      Due to the expected approach of Hurricane Dorian, Florida Gateway College (FGC), 
including residence halls and all center locations, will be closed and all classes canceled 
on Tuesday, Sept. 3. 
     This is in addition to the previously scheduled closure on Monday, Sept. 2 in 
observance of Labor Day. 
     FGC leaders encourage students, employees, and the community to monitor local and 
national news and emergency management departments and to take appropriate 
precautions as advised by state and local emergency management officials. 
     FGC students and employees are encouraged to monitor the college website, your 
college email account, and social media channels for updates on college operations. 
~ 
     Marion Senior Services are scheduled to close Monday (Sept. 2) through Wednesday 
(Sept. 4). 
     Normal hours of operation are expected to resume Thursday (Sept. 5) for Marion 
Senior Services. 
     Please note, these facility closures are subject to change as weather conditions 
change. 
     Marion Senior Services Inc., (MSS) is a 501(c)(3) private, nonprofit corporation 
providing services in Marion County since 1973. Its mission is “to assist the elderly, 
disabled and disadvantaged residents of Marion County to maintain independent living 
status.” 
     Elderly and disabled clients hope to remain in their homes for as long as possible and 
Marion Senior Services (MSS) helps maintain their independent status by providing 
transportation, nutrition and in-home support. 
     MSS is the lead agency for the the Florida Department of Elder Affairs in 
administering a variety of programs to assist the frail and elderly in Marion County by 
providing adult day care, in-home and in-facility respite, home delivered meals, 
emergency alert response, personal care, homemaking, nutrition education, case 
management, and emergency energy assistance. 
     In addition, MSS (operating as Marion Transit Services) has been the Community 
Transportation Coordinator (CTC) providing Para transit transportation in Marion 
County since 1982. 

 

http://www.cf.edu/

