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Veterans help veterans; 

Poker run is a winner 

 
Jim ‘Rooster’ Hess, top organizer of the poker run, stands beside his 
motorcycle before the start of the ride. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 28, 2019 at 
     CHIEFLAND – The weather today (Saturday, Sept. 28) was great for a nice 
motorcycle ride in the country, and the people who have protected this country helped 
other military veterans while enjoying a motorcycle ride today. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/7GWNJTcyAl4 
This is a video of the launch of the poker run from AmVets Post 42 – 
Chiefland – this morning (Saturday, Sept. 28). 
 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Riders in the Vets Helping Vets Poker Run launch from AmVets Post 42 as 
planned at 11 a.m. on Saturday (Sept. 28). 
 

 
Eight bottles of various forms of liquor – whiskey, rum, vodka, etc. – stand 
on a table with empty jars in front of them. Participants in this raffle 
decided which bottle they wanted to try to win and placed their ticket in that 
jar in front of the bottle they wanted to win. A drawing determined the 
winning tickets. Jim Hess, event organizer, said all of the prizes – the art, 
the clothing, the beverages, gift cards from businesses and everything else – 
was donated to help fund the VFW Veterans Village at Fort McCoy. 
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This is one of the tables full of prizes that were awarded to lucky ticket 
holders as part of the Vets Helping Vets Poker Run event. 
 

 
This brand-new painting was up for auction on Saturday. 
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Jim Hess holds two pieces of art as he stands behind an afghan. All three of 
these items and many more things were donated as part of the fundraiser. 
The note on the afghan stated that it was ‘Made with lots of love for our 
veterans.’ 
 
 
     Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association 20-6 and AmVets Post 42 of Chiefland 
hosted the Vets Helping Vets Poker Run. 
     Proceeds from this poker run, auction, raffles and donations are going to help the 
VFW Veterans Village at Fort McCoy. 
     The VFW Veterans Village provides a true home-like atmosphere to veterans, 
spouses, widows, auxiliary members, and honorably discharged personnel. 
     Its guiding principle is to provide affordable, independent living accommodations to 
veterans and their families that have defended the United States of America. 
     Jim “Rooster” Hess of both the Combat Veterans Association and AmVets Post 42 
headed the poker run project on Saturday. It took six months to organize completely. As 
recently as last night (Friday, Sept. 27), though, there were finishing touches put on one 
of the paintings that was auctioned at the post during the full day of fun. 
     This fundraiser, Hess mentioned, might be among the assistance needed by the VFW 
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Veterans Village at Fort McCoy to help it buy a bus or van for transporting veterans from 
their Marion County residences to the Veterans Administration hospital in Gainesville. 
     Hess said he was joined in his efforts to make the poker run a success by countless 
others in the Chiefland AmVets post, other AmVets posts and all of the auxiliaries, and 
the VFW and American Legion posts in Chiefland and Bronson respectively. 
     This particular poker run, auction and meal event is a sanctioned Combat Veterans 
Motorcycle Association event, Hess said. Therefore, all of the members who must attend 
at least one sanctioned event a year met that duty as well. 
     There was a safety meeting before the poker run, where Hess reminded everyone to 
obey traffic laws, stay close to each other but not too close, and to be vigilant with their 
safety. 
     Kary Colson, chaplain of AmVets Post 42, who is also a leader in VFW Post 5625, said 
the prayer for God to bless the riders and keep them safe. 
     As planned, it was “kickstands up” at 11 a.m. at AmVets Post 42, which is located on 
the west side of U.S. Highway 19 north of Chiefland (14472 N.W. Highway 19, 
Chiefland). 
     The first stop was AmVets Post 447 on U.S. 19 in the City of Fanning Springs (17313 
N.W. U.S. 19, Fanning Springs). The second stop was American Legion Post 236 just 
outside of Bronson (9550 U.S. Alt. 27), Bronson. The third stop was AmVets Post 88 just 
outside of Bronson (10050 N.E. State Road 24, Archer); the fourth stop is VFW Post 
5625, just off of U.S. 19 north of Chiefland (6850 N.W. 137th St., Chiefland). 
     The last bike in was at 3 p.m. There was music by D.J. Stacey at AmVets Post 42, the 
starting and ending point for this poker run. 
     A poker run, by the way, is where the riders pick up one card from each place and the 
highest poker hand wins a pot. While there is stop one, two, three, etc., the riders can 
take other routes to get their five cards. 
     One part of the fun, though, can be riding as a group. During the launch, the Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office Citizens On Patrol helped the riders all leave in one group. 
     Meanwhile, back at the post later, there was the auction of paintings, and an afghan. 
Several local business interests donated gift cards and other items, too, which were won 
by people who bought tickets that were called. 
     Other tickets that were bought were put in empty glasses in front of various bottles of 
alcohol that people won by random drawing of the tickets in those glasses. 
     Some participants were able to just buy their five cards and not ride, due to them 
having other things that needed to be done Saturday. 
     More than 20 motorcycles and more than 50 people participated. As noted, some 
motorcyclists started their poker run at locations other than AmVets Post 42. 
     While every participant won by having a meal included in their fun for the day, which 
cost was part of the registration for the poker run, and many people won raffle prizes or 
they won as the top bidder in auctions, the final winner from this project was the VFW 
Veterans Village at Fort McCoy – thanks to all of the veterans and others who helped 
make this poker run a winner. 

 


