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Tourism helps Levy County residents and visitors; 
New TDC office is taking shape 

 

 
Tourist Development Council Administrative Assistant Catrina Sistrunk 
(left) and TDC Director Tisha Whitehurst stand next to the new sign for the 
new location of the Levy County Visitors Bureau office at 607 S.W. First 
Ave. in Williston. 
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     WILLISTON -- "Not every Levy County resident works in tourism, but tourism 
works for every resident," Levy County Tourist Development Council Executive Director 
Tisha Whitehurst noted recently. 
     Tourism’s positive impact on Levy County's economy is significant. 
     "When tourist come to town, they eat in our restaurants, shop in our stores, and visit 
the numerous attractions we have to offer," Whitehurst said. "They also pay a tax that 
ensures we can keep them and other tourists coming to Levy County." 
     Gilchrist County and Dixie County followed Levy County's lead in creating a method 
for tourists to help fund the tools to show other tourists why they should spend a night, 
or two, or more in the Tri-County Area. 
     In 2002, Levy County voters established a dedicated funding source for local tourism 
promotion. 
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This is a view of the front of the new office for the Levy County Visitors 
Bureau (Tourist Development Council). 
 
     The Tourist Development Taxes, which are referred to as the “bed taxes,” are taxes 
paid by overnight visitors to Levy County area and are used to market the community as 
a travel destination. 
     "Essentially, we use the money paid by today’s tourists to attract tomorrow’s tourists, 
Whitehurst said. 
     Her predecessor retired TDC Director Carol McQueen said that "heads in beds" are 
the source of revenue for marketing Levy County as a tourist destination. 
     It is a system that has worked well. 
     It is the tourists, Whitehurst said, and not the Levy County residents (unless they 
sleep over and pay the bed tax, like if they evacuate to a motel during a hurricane, or if 
they rent a motel in Levy County to be closer to an event than their residence) who 
generate the funds used to promote Levy County. 
     Tourists then come to the area, spend money at local businesses, and pay local sales 
taxes, as well, which are used to fund critical services, such as infrastructure, public 
safety, schools and environmental programs. 
     This industry also creates approximately 475 tourism-related jobs in Levy County, 
according to a VISIT FLORIDA Economic Impact of Out-of-State Visitors Study from 
2015. 
     Without funding dedicated to tourism promotion, Levy County will not be able to 
attract tourists to the area or even to retain the current customer base for future hotel 
and RV stays. 
     Fewer tourists mean fewer dollars spent at local businesses. It means less local sales 
tax revenue. 
     Tourism generates $747,050 annually in local sales tax revenues (calculated utilizing 
Florida Department of Revenue Data). 
     "We need these tourists to keep coming here and the only way to do that is to keep 
telling them why Levy County is the place they need to visit," Whitehurst said. "Levy 
County can be successful by being exactly who we are!" 
     To remain competitive with all these other destinations in the world for tourists, Levy 
County must maintain its visibility among potential visitors. The only way to do that is 
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by setting aside money that is meant to fund local tourism marketing. That is exactly 
what Tourist Development Taxes do. 
 

Levy County TDC Office Moves 

     Previously located in the back part of the building in Bronson for the Road 
Department, and the Mosquito Control, and the Parks and Recreation administration, 
the office for the Levy County Visitors Bureau (Tourist Development Council) now has 
relocated to the Williston City Annex, which is near to the former hospital in Williston. 

     The address for 
the building is 607 
S.W. First Ave. in 
Williston. 
 
 
One current 
area for visitors 
to see brochures 
of some of the 
attractions in 
the area is 
located near the 
front entrance 
for the new 
office. 
 
     That city’s 
annex formerly 
housed the 
Williston Chamber 
of Commerce 
office, as well as 
the Williston Code 
Enforcement and 
Animal Control 
office, the office for 
the Williston 
Chamber of 
Commerce, and 
the final office for 
the Williston 

Pioneer newspaper, which no longer has an office in Williston. 
 
     The city departments moved to better locations and the Williston Chamber of 
Commerce took over an alcove in the new Williston City Hall, where the newspaper 
editor works part-time as the paid staff member of that Chamber. 
     Meanwhile, the Levy County TDC office is now more visible for visitors to Levy 
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County, as well as providing a better meeting place for the Tourist Development Council 
members, and more office space for TDC Director Whitehurst and TDC Administrative 
Assistant Catrina Sistrunk. 
     Director Whitehurst on Wednesday (Sept. 25) provided a walk-through tour of the 
new location for the entity responsible for attracting tourists to Levy County. 
     “Williston is a pretty big entrance point to Levy County,” Whitehurst said. 
     She said tourist come to Levy County from Interstate-75 from Alachua County and 
Marion County on State Road 121 and U.S. Alt. 27. They can stop by the TDC office in 
Williston and see the attractions in this easternmost city, and gain information about 
the entire county, which is full of opportunities for visitors to enjoy their time in Levy 
County. 
     The first noticed improvement is the outside of the building, which has been cleaned 
of marking from the former tenants, and a well-made new sign exists. Whitehurst also 
showed an exterior rack for information available for visitors to pick-up during non-
office hours. 
 

 
These items are souvenirs that serve as promotional items for the Levy 
County Visitors Bureau and its duty to promote Levy County as a 
destination for tourists. They are squeeze toys that represent a peanut, 
which is among the significant crops in Levy County – where the Annual 
Peanut Festival is held in Williston each first Saturday in October; a 
squeezy scallop, which is among the shellfish that are eaten after being 
taken from the Gulf of Mexico; and a squeezable version of the lighthouse 
that is on Seahorse Key – off the coast of Cedar Key in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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This map with excellent graphic art shows places to visit in Levy County on 
one side, and more information on the other side. 
 
 
 
     Offices for 
staff, the 
meeting room 
for the 
representatives 
of this tourism 
advocacy and 
advisory group 
and the storage 
area for files and 
promotional 
souvenirs are all 
an improvement 
from the 
previous Levy 
County Visitors 
Bureau (TDC) 
office location. 
     The Visitors Bureau - TDC office - is open Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. The telephone number is 352-528-4030. 
     The Levy County Tourist Development Council meets every other first Thursday of 
the month, starting at 6:30 p.m. The next TDC meeting is scheduled for Oct. 3 at 6:30 
p.m. in the new office. 


