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     LEVY COUNTY -- In 

the unincorporated area 

of Levy County near 

Raleigh, the 8th Annual 

Elephant Appreciation 

Day on Saturday and 

Sunday (Sept. 21 and 22) 

heralded some record-

making history in the 

world of tightrope 

walking. 

    Blake Wallenda, whose 

family has a long history 

of tightwire walking as 

well as some tragedy in 

that death-defying 

profession, set a world 

record Saturday and 

Sunday by walking on a 

wire over the most 

elephants at the same 

time, as seen in the 

photos below. 

     Chief Executive Officer at Two Tails Ranch -- Patricia Zerbini -- was the emcee for the event, 

which was part of two full days of All About Elephants! Both days were jampacked with fun and 
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exciting experiences for people of all ages. 

     The 80-acre Two Tails Ranch has been around since 1984, after being founded by Theodore 

H. Svertesky (1954-1994) and Zerbini. 

     Since then, 300 elephants have graced the grounds by being part-time residents. The most 

elephants there at one time, Zerbini said on Sunday, was during a hurricane when there were 64 

elephants there – due to them needing to be evacuated from other parts of Florida to stay in a 

safe haven. 

https://youtu.be/d6RJdgPRNww 

In this video six of the seven elephants currently at Two Tails Ranch are paraded 

out for people to see, before the pachyderms have their breakfast. These are all 

Asian Elephants. The other kind of elephant is an African Elephant. 

 

Rachel Hurd and her 2-year-

old daughter Elizabeth Hurd 

(left) were the first to be 

photographed with a unicorn 

Sunday (Sept. 22) at Two Tails 

Ranch. The 14-year-old 

miniature horse (playing the 

part of the unicorn) is owned 

by Cindy Herriott, who was 

among the vendors at the 

event. (Not pictured, because 

he was taking pictures too, is 

Matthew Hurd, Rachel’s 

husband and Elizabeth’s 

father.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, Elizabeth Hurd 

prepares to meet 

Prince the miniature 

horse (unicorn) as 

horse owner Cindy 

Herriott looks on. 

https://youtu.be/d6RJdgPRNww
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Katrina Bogle, 18, of Fort Lauderdale, is a freshman at the University of Florida. 

She is one of at least 10 volunteers Sunday at the event. Bogle belongs to the Circle 

K Club, which is a service club at UF. She is majoring in nursing. 

 

 
People pack an area to view the elephants as the morning activities start. The day 

was full of several forms of adventure and fun. There were many types of food and 

drink available too. 
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An elephant comes out to meet a large audience Sunday morning (Sept. 22). 

 

 
Six elephants start to eat breakfast. People who arrived first Sunday and knew where to go found 

better vantage points than this one. 
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Patricia Zerbini talks about Luke -- the male Asian Elephant with tusks. 
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     Elephants stay temporarily at the ranch while their own exhibits are being remodeled or built. 

Others have stayed for retirement, medical needs or behavior issues. 

     The Annual Elephant Appreciation Day is a fundraiser to help Zerbini and colleagues keep 

elephants alive. 

     There were seven elephants at Two Tails Ranch, but only six were well enough behaved to 

have people see them. 

     All of the elephants seen on Sunday are Asian Elephants. The other kind is African Elephants. 

     Luke is the only male elephant there. Only the males have large ivory tusks. 

     He was born Nov. 24, 1984 in Orlando. He has been at the ranch since 1987. Luke s one of 

only a few elephants with perfectly crossed tusks. When last measured, he weighed more than 

12,000 pounds and stood taller than 10 1/2 feet tall. 

     The other six female elephants, there approximate age and how long they have lived at Two 

Tails Ranch follows: 

     Bunny was born in approximately 1973 at an unknown location. She has lived at Two Tails 

Ranch since 1977. 

     Marie is estimated to be in her late 30s. She has lived at Two Tails Ranch since 1980. 

     Patty is in her mid-40s. She has lived at Two Tails Ranch since 2013. 

     Roxy is about 56 years old. She has lived at Two Tails Ranch since 1988. 

     Shell is in her late 40s. She has lived at Two Tails Ranch since 1987. 

     Tika is in her mid-30s. She has lived at Two Tails Ranch since 2013. 

     Zerbini spoke about each of the elephants as she introduced them to a very big audience. She 

answered many questions as well as presented a plethora of information about elephants both 

days. 

     In 2008, Zerbini decided to start educational programs for the private sector and 

professionals to learn about elephants. As a result, All About Elephant Inc. was created. 

     On that Saturday and Sunday, visitors to Two Tails Ranch enjoyed interacting with elephants 

as well as learning all about elephants! 

     There was a bear education program, a reptile education program, an elephant painting 

demonstration and auction of the painting, as well as hand-feeding and photo opportunities 

with the elephants as well. 

     Also on the grounds this weekend, was the Vendor Village, which included for-profit and non-

profit interests. 

     Zerbini operates All About Elephants without any state or federal funding. The only source of 

income is from visitors, donations and off-site events. This annual event is among the methods 

to raise money to help elephants. 

     Zerbini accepts any amount and in-kind donations. Please contact Patricia Zerbini at 352-

359-6676 or by email: pzerbini@allaboutelephants.com to learn more about donating to All 

About Elephants. 

    All About Elephants is a nonprofit facility, and is qualified as a 501-C-3 corporation. 

    For more information about All About Elephants, including arranging a tour, visit the website 

at https://allaboutelephants.com/. 
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