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Dixie County Bears edge out Chiefland, 44-42 

 
Dixie County's Kolton Hunt (#8) is sandwiched between two Chiefland 
tacklers as teammate Jaydon Malone (#3) trails the play. Chiefland's Elijah 
Flanders (#65) is also pictured. 
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     CHIELAND -- The Dixie County Middle High School Bears defeated the Chiefland 
Middle High School Indians 44-42 Friday (Sept. 20) in a matchup that featured two 
explosive offenses, but the game was won in the fourth quarter when the Bears made a 
defensive stand on their 10-yard line to keep Chiefland from scoring. 

 

 
Dixie County 
quarterback Sam 
Cannon hands off to 
running back 
Fitzgerald Warren. 
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Chiefland runner Sedrik Moultrie rushes for yardage with a Dixie County 
player wrapped around his waist. Chiefland's Elijah Flanders (#65) blocks a 
Dixie County defender. 

 
Chiefland quarterback Ty Corbin hands off to runner Junior Brown. 
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      The Bears ran out the final three and one-half minutes of the game by pounding the 
ball behind their relentless fullback Fitzgerald Warren and using the ball concealment 
skills of quarterback Sam Cannon to keep Chiefland’s hard-hitting defenders from 
quickly diagnosing the plays. 
     Dixie County is 5-0 so far this season. 
     Chiefland is 1-4. 
     Bears Varsity Football Head Coach L.B. Cravey celebrated after the game by telling 
his players they had won the Suwannee River Championship by defeating rivals 
Chiefland and Trenton, a milestone that would earn each team member a championship 
hoody. 
     The team bellowed their approval. The Suwannee River Championship is more like 
bragging rights than an actual championship, but calling themselves Suwannee River 
Champs means a lot to the Bear players. 
     When Cravey played for Dixie County High School, the teams that competed for the 
Suwannee River Championship were Dixie County, Trenton and Chiefland. This year, 
Dixie County beat Chiefland and Trenton. The Dixie County players knew they were 
going to get Suwannee River Champ hoodies if they won this game. 
     “I’m so proud of these boys," Coach Cravey said. "They overcame so much. They keep 
finding ways to win and keep pushing, relying together. Like I said, our motto has 
always been, if there’s a breaking point; and our boys haven’t showed a breaking point 
yet.” 
     For the Chiefland Indians Varsity Football Team, it was another heartbreaking loss. 
     There were multiple lead changes in the game. The Indians led 26-22 at the half. But 
they were unable to score in the final three minutes of the game and couldn’t stop Dixie 
County from getting crucial first downs and running out the clock when the Bears had 
control of the ball in the final minutes. 
     Chiefland Head Varsity Football Coach John Palmer said his team lost a game two 
weeks earlier to Lafayette County by a single point. He said they regrouped after that 
game. They will regroup again. 
     He said it wasn’t any one thing that cost Chiefland the game against the Dixie County 
Bears. 
     “At some point, it came down to mistakes and things we do to take ourselves out of a 
play; a bad call – that would be a bad play call; it’s never one thing,” Coach Palmer said. 
“We’re extremely proud of the way the kids played. Obviously, it was a great game to 
watch and people got their money’s worth.” 
     Palmer said his team has learned how to battle and they never give up. He believes 
the small roster of Chiefland players was also a factor. Most of his players went both 
ways, playing defense and offense. 
     “I think fatigue might have played a factor too,” he said. 
     The game started out badly for Dixie County when Chiefland’s Tristan Sloan 
recovered a Bear fumble at the Chiefland 45. The Indians scored a minute later when 
quarterback Ty Corbin threw a 40-yard touchdown pass to Zach Hall. Dylan Cochran 
kicked the extra point with 7:33 left in the first quarter. 
     Dixie County quickly recovered from the shock of Chiefland’s first score. The Bears 
put the ball in the end zone on a 40-yard run by Jaydon Malone a couple of minutes 
later. Malone also scored on a two-point conversion run. 
     Chiefland wasn’t idle long, scoring on an 80-yard kickoff return by Sedrik Moultrie 
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on its next possession. Cochran kicked the extra point with 6:21 left in the first quarter. 
     Dixie County refused to quit, scoring less than a minute later on a 60-yard run by 
Warren. The two-point conversion failed, leaving the score tied at 14-14 with 5:59 left in 
the first quarter. 
     But Chiefland was firing on eight cylinders and the Indians were not going to be 
outdone by the Bears on offense. On Chiefland’s next series, Corbin threw a 25-yard 
pass to “a.j.” Arthur Lee for a score. The extra point failed. 
     Dixie County scored next on a 35-yard touchdown run by Jaydon Malone. Warren ran 
for the two point conversion. Dixie County led 22-20. 
     Chiefland returned the favor, driving 70 yards to score on a 4-yard run by Junior 
Brown. The two-point conversion pass failed, leaving the score 26-22 at the half in 
Chiefland’s favor. 
     Dixie County returned in the third quarter and scored quickly on a 5-yard run by 
Warren. The two-point conversion failed with 9:26 left in the third, leaving the score 28-
26 in the Bears’ favor. 
     A bad snap on Chiefland’s next possession gave Dixie County the ball on the 50-yard 
line, but Chiefland’s defense forced a turnover when a deflected Bear pass was 
intercepted by Paul Davis. 
     The Indians converted the interception into points, with Corbin slicing into the end 
zone on a 4-yard touchdown run. The two-point conversion pass to Zach Hall was good, 
leaving the score 34-28 in Chiefland’s favor with 1:50 left in the third quarter. 
     Dixie County answered with a touchdown on its next possession with Cannon 
running for a 5-yard score with 11:28 left in the game. The two-point conversion was 
good, giving Dixie County a 36-34 lead. 
     Chiefland refused to give up, scoring on a 4-yard touchdown pass to Connor Whistler 
with 9:39 left in the game. Moultrie ran for the two-point conversion, giving Chiefland a 
42-36 lead. 
     But Dixie County wasn’t finished either. 
     The Bears drove from their own 34 to score on a 10-yard run by Warren with 6:09 left 
to play. Warren was flagged for unsportsmanlike conduct when he rolled over several 
times in the end zone. 
     The Bears were moved back to their 19-yard line. Cannon completed a pinpoint pass 
to Brenden Hall for the two-point conversion, leaving the score 44-42 in Dixie County’s 
favor with 6:09 left in the game. 
     The Chiefland Indians drove from the Dixie County 45 to the Bear’s 10-yard line, 
before the Bears closed the entrance to the end zone. 
     Dixie County took over on downs and ran out the clock, ending the game with the 
Bears' win 44-42. 


