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Rosewood request results in 3-2 vote of approval 

 
Sherry DuPree, a historian with the Rosewood Heritage Foundation Inc., 
tells the Levy County Commission that she would like a letter of support to 
show state officials as she seeks to create a half-acre park for peace, 
reflection and education. It would also house a seven-foot high memorial 
metal sculpture. 
 
Story and Photos 
(except the monument photo) 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 18, 2019 at 10:09 p.m. 
     BRONSON – A stated mission to promote brotherhood, peace, forgiveness and 
tranquility in an area of Levy County that has been historically stained by a racially-
motivated set of murders met with mixed review by five members of the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday morning (Sept. 17). 
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Toni Collins, one of 
a few historians at 
the meeting, 
complains about 
certain aspects of 
things Sherry 
DuPree said. 
 
     There was a 15-
minute allocation of 
time on the agenda in 
regard to a request for 
a letter to Florida 
officials, wherein the 
County Commission 
would note that Levy 
County would accept 
the Peace Monument in the Rosewood area. 
     It took at least 400 percent longer than the allocated time. The discussion, at times 
heated, lasted at least an hour. 
     Sherry DuPree, a historian with the Rosewood Heritage Foundation Inc., and Toni 
Collins, a historian with the Levy County Historical Society Inc., shared their differing 
opinions with the five County Commissioners. 
     Several others weighed in. 
     The Rosewood Heritage Foundation was started in 1995 by Rosewood family 
members, DuPree said. 
     The Levy County Historical Society was formed in 2006 by a group of persons 
interested in Levy County’s history. 
     The Rosewood Heritage Foundation requested the County Commission to provide a 
letter of support to be sent to Gov. Ron DeSantis, Florida Commissioner of Agriculture 
Nikki Fried and other state leaders as the foundation seeks to establish one half-acre in 
the Rosewood area as a place for peace and meditation, DuPree said. 
     The Foundation is giving the Peace Monument to the State of Florida to place in the 
Rosewood area, she said. 
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This seven-foot tall modern 
design metal monument is 
donated to the State of Florida by 
Artist Kenneth Sandlin. The 
purpose is to encourage 
brotherhood, peace, forgiveness 
and tranquility from what 
happened in Rosewood in January 
of 1923. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE ROSEWOOD 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vice Chairman Matt Brooks (left) and Levy County Commission Chairman 
John Meeks hold up pictures of the monument, after Toni Collins said she 
believed there were inscriptions scraped off of it from wherever it was 
before. Sherry DuPree corrected Collins’ misperception by telling her the 
art represents time and place of people. ‘The center part represents blood,’ 
DuPree told Collins, “which we all are part of.’ Meanwhile, Commissioner 
Lilly Rooks (right) looks at her copy. 
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      This 7-foot-tall metal monument includes symbols reflexive of the past with hope for 
peace and love in the future. 
     This half-acre attraction is planned to include stationary benches at various points 
with a total seating capacity of 20 people, and this park will promote tourism to 
Rosewood and to the various Levy County communities such as Cedar Key, DuPree said. 
This attraction will increase revenue to the county via purchases of fuel for automobiles, 
trucks, boats and airplanes; food service at restaurants; overnight stays in hotels; 
recreational activities such as fishing, swimming, etc., DuPree said. 
     Collins took issue with DuPree in regard to DuPree’s statement that some of the 
information on the current memorial marker at Rosewood is incorrect. Collins said a 
committee determined what to put on the marker. 
     “I was on that committee,” DuPree told Collins, “for the Historical Board for the State 
of Florida.” 
     DuPree said she was on that board for the state, in regard to history, for about 20 
years. 
     “The person who wrote that,” DuPree told Collins, “is out of Tallahassee. I know her 
personally. We went over that.” 
     When DuPree and Collins started bantering back and forth, Chairman Meeks 
reminded the speakers to address the County Commission – not each other. 
     Dr. David Colbert of the University of Florida and Maxine Jones were the two people 
who gave the final O.K. on the present verbiage, DuPree told the County Commission, 
adding, “And I was there as well.” 
     DuPree brought some Levy County members of the Rosewood Heritage Foundation 
to the meeting in Bronson. There are also members of the Foundation in Gainesville and 
Miami, DuPree said. One goal of the Foundation is to keep the history of this 1923 event 
in Rosewood from being forgotten. 
     The half-acre park will be open to everyone, DuPree said. It will serve as an 
educational environment, she added. 
     The last time the Foundation approached the Commission with a similar idea for 
Rosewood was in March of 2003. That plan was for a replica city on 22 acres in 
Rosewood, DuPree said. Nothing came to fruition after that visit. 
     The single request on Tuesday, she reiterated, was for a letter of support to show state 
officials that the County Commission would allow this park to come to be in Rosewood. 
     DuPree provided the County Commission with copies of letters of support for the 
park from the Alachua County NAACP, the Gainesville Visitor’s Bureau, a letter from a 
library in Orlando and a letter from the City of Tallahassee. 
     DuPree also showed various publications to remind the County Commission that the 
history of Rosewood of 1923 is still actively being seen. In fact, she provides tours to the 
Rosewood memorial marker that is state-owned. 
     That marker has been destroyed several times, and it has been shot by guns before, 
she said. The state has replaced it each time. 
     County Commissioner Lilly Rooks was the first to object to the idea. Her motion to 
not provide a letter of support died for lack of a second. County Commissioner Mike 
Joyner made a motion to provide a letter of support, with the caveat noted that the 
county would not maintain the park, nor would it provide insurance or spend any funds 
on the park. 
     Joyner’s idea fell short too. 
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     Vice Chairman Matt Brooks made a motion to send a letter of support to the governor 
and other state interests. Joyner seconded it, adding his caveat about no insurance 
coverage, maintenance and the like. 
     County Attorney Anne Bast Brown said that motion would not work, unless Vice 
Chairman Brooks modified his motion in the same manner as Joyner’s second. Brooks 
said he did not believe that was a proper manner in which to write a letter of support. 
 

 
Commissioner Rock Meeks seconds the motion. 
 

 
Lilly Rooks and Mike Joyner 
 
     Joyner withdrew his second. Commissioner Rock Meeks seconded Brooks’ motion for 
a letter of support. Brooks, Rock Meeks and Chairman Meeks voted in favor of the 
motion. Commissioners Rooks and Joyner voted against the motion. Therefore, the 
motion passed 3-2, with Joyner and Rooks being the minority dissenters 
     Before that final moment, though, there was a lot of discussion. 
     DuPree shared with the Levy County Commission that descendants of some of those 
slain in Rosewood were the only black people in Florida who received compensation for 
such a heinous act, although there were similar events in the state’s history. 
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Staci Peters shares her thoughts about the half-acre park. 
 

     Staci Peters, a Levy County resident, is one of the members of the Levy County 
Chapter of Rosewood Heritage Foundation. 
     “There’s a reason why that monument (in Rosewood) continues to be vandalized,” 
Peters said. “In my experience, people fear things that they do not understand. There is 
a lot of ongoing, continued segregation in this county. 
     “There is definitely a black and a white,” Peters continued, “unlike any place that I 
have ever lived before.” 
      She endorses the half-acre park as one method to help educate children to be more 
mindful of racism, and to bridge that gap. 
     “It doesn’t have to be black, white and brown,” Peters said. “We are all Americans. 
We all live here, proudly. And we can make this a better community if we work 
together.” 
     Peters said people must not minimize the Rosewood deaths. 
     “We are only better if we can learn from it,” Peters said, “and learn how to get along, 
and figure out where our similarities are – as opposed to the contrasting differences.” 
     Debbie Goad, a member of the Levy County Chapter of Rosewood Heritage 
Foundation Inc., also spoke in favor of this project. 
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Carolyn Cohen speaks about peace from the back of the meeting room. 
 
 
Holding her most 
recently published 
book -- Humanities 
and the Sunshine 
State (2015-2018) / 
University of Florida 
in partnership with 
the Florida 
Humanities Council 
/ featuring Ms. 
Carolyn Cohen, this 
historian seeks peace 
among people. 
 
     Carolyn Cohen, an 
artist and author, spoke 
at the meeting. 
     Cohen said she has 
interacted with people 
on some of the bus tours 
given by the Foundation and DuPree. The author said she prefers to be “a calming force” 
because “history is not always kind.” 
     Born in Chiefland in 1948, this local historian said her grandparents “… did not speak 
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of Rosewood.” Cohen, a locally published historian, said she first met DuPree when 
DuPree was a librarian at Santa Fe Community College years ago. 
     She said there is no reason to pit one person against another. Cohen said it is her 
belief that “We are all family.” 
 

 
Andrew Carnegie speaks 
 
     Andrew Carnegie, president of the NAACP in Levy County and Tri-County Area, 
spoke. 
     He said he endorses this half-acre park proposed by the Levy County Chapter of 
Rosewood Heritage Foundation. 
     The 68-year-old Williston native said in his job as a funeral director, he can say 
without any question, that all people are the same inside – even if their skin is a 
different color on the outside. 
     Carnegie’s great, great, great grandfather Jake Dotson was part of the Rosewood 
incident in 1923, he said. 
     “Nobody talked about it,” Carnegie said. 
     Carnegie said Rosewood is known worldwide for that one week of rioting. With this 
being 2019 now, he wants to see Levy County move forward and change in a positive 
manner. 
     If there are problems, he said, try to work them out – but not at late night meetings. 
     One of the low points of this session on Tuesday morning was after Carnegie, 
mentioned the nighttime meetings. 
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Ron Grant (hat and cane) hears that all people are the same -- regardless of 
skin color. 
 
     Ron Grant, an elderly man who attends many County Commission meetings, asked 
Carnegie about these nighttime meetings. 
      Carnegie replied that friends of his family would discuss things “… that would divide 
our community.” 
    “Are these white people,” Grant asked, “or are they colored people?” 
     “They’re white,” Carnegie said to Grant. 
     That is when Carnegie went on to say that all humans are the same. He knows from 
being a funeral director. 
     “Back there in that back room,” Carnegie said, “when we embalm them – nothing is 
different – nothing. Everything is the same. Inside, outside, everything is the same. 
     “So, it really bothers me,” Carnegie continued, “when I get out around the living, and 
you’ve got a difference (of opinion). It’s not different people. There’s no difference.” 
     If anyone doubts this truth, they need to visit during an embalming, he said. All of the 
organs and everything is the same in every human, he said. 
     “Only one thing’s messed up,” Carnegie said, “and we can’t control that.  That’s that 
no-good heart and that terrible mind.” 
     Gussie Boatright then asked Chairman Meeks for guidance to help move this support 
letter approval along. 
     More discussion ensued, and in the end, after the motion and second, Chairman 
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Meeks said he knows this matter should have taken 15 minutes rather than an hour. 
     The 3-2 vote was the final outcome – a letter of support will be written for state 
officials to see as DuPree and others seek to establish a half-acre somewhere in the 
Rosewood area to place a monument for peace, remembering the bloodshed and 
violence from about five generations ago in Levy County. 
     Following is one narrative about the Rosewood incident. 
     The Rosewood Massacre happened during the first week of January 1923, and it is a 
part of racism in Florida and in the United States, according to some historians. 
     Ninety-six years ago, in rural Levy County, six African-Americans (blacks) and two 
Caucasians (whites) died in this confrontation, according to some reports. 
     Other reports show the death toll to be between 27 to 150 fatalities. 
     The town of Rosewood was destroyed, in what contemporary news reports 
characterize as a race riot. Rosewood business owners and residents John and Mary 
Jane Wright opened up their home to many black residents of Rosewood to hide them 
safety during the week of disturbances. 
     The Wrights reportedly also were instrumental in organizing an early morning train 
escape, on the seventh day of this fighting -- allegedly saving many women and children. 
     Before the massacre, the town of Rosewood had been a quiet, primarily black, self-
sufficient whistle-stop on the Seaboard Air Line Railway. Trouble began when white 
men from several nearby towns lynched a black Rosewood resident because of 
unsupported accusations that a white woman in nearby Sumner had been beaten and 
possibly raped by a black drifter. 
     When the town's black residents rallied together to defend themselves against further 
attacks, a mob of several hundred whites combed the countryside hunting for black 
people, and burned almost every structure in Rosewood. 
     Sixty years after the rioting, the story of Rosewood was revived in major media when 
several journalists covered it in the early 1980s. Survivors and their descendants 
organized to sue the state for having failed to protect Rosewood's black community. 
     In 1993, the Florida Legislature commissioned a report on the incident. As a result of 
the findings, Florida became the first state to compensate survivors and their 
descendants for damages incurred because of racial violence. 
     The incident was the subject of a 1997 feature film directed by John Singleton. In 
2004, the state designated the site of Rosewood as a Florida Heritage Landmark. 


